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L E X I F H A N E S, 

A 

DIALOGUE. 



imitated from lucian, and suited 
to The present times. 

B E I .l^G 

AN ATTEMPT TO RESTORE THE ENGLISH 
TONGUE TO ITS ANTIENT PURITY, 

AND TO CORRECT AS WELL AS EXPOSE THE AFFECTED 
STYLE, HARD WORDS, AN D ABSURD PHRASEO- 
LOGY OF MANY LATE WRITERS, AND 
PARTICULARLY OF 

Our English. Lexiphanes, the Rambler, 

Whofe ordinary rate of Speech 

In Loftin»fs of Sound is rich j 

A Babylonijb Dialed, 

Which learned Pedants much affecl: ; 

It is a parti-colomMDrefs, 

Of patch'd and py-bald Languages : 

'Tis Englifti cut on Greek or Latin > 

Like Fuftian heretofore on Satin. Hudibr. 
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To the Right Honourable 

/ 

GEORGE 

LORD LYTTLETON. 



My Lord, 

ON looking round me, throughout 
the world, for fome diftinguifti* 
ed chara&er, to whofc prote&ion and 
foftering care, I might commit the 
following performance, which ftands 
fo greatly in need of it, not only as it is 
the produ&ion of a namelefs author, 
but becaufe it combats many invete- 
rate prejudices of the age and nation 
we live in, and likewife attacks fome 
reputations eftablifhed fo firmly in the 
opinions of moft men, that they may 
^be thought io no danger from any, I 
f l a 2 could 
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could think of no one to whom I could 
addrefs it with fb much propriety as to 
your Lordfhip. And that for feveral 
reafons. In the firft place, your Lord- 
fhip is the beft and happieft imitator 
of Lucian our nation has yet produced, 
and you have, with a peculiar felicity, 
hit off the natural air and turn of his 
dialogue. v In the next place, of a 
learned and animated writer, as your 
Lordfhip undoubtedly is, you are the 
pureft and chafteft of any I know now 
living, and the remoteft from that af- 
fectation and Lexiphanicifm which are 
at'once the difgrace and chara&eriftick 
of the age. Therefore it was moft 
natural for me, an humble follower 
of our own common and great original, 
and a declared advocate for the purity 
and fimplicity of language, to pitch 
upon your Lordfhip for a Patron, who 
are the beft imitator of the one, or 
rather a more beautiful original in a 
path he has only fhewn you, and give 

in 
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DEDICATION. v 

in your admirable writings, the befl: 
example of the other* 

But there was another confideration, 
which at the time influenced me even 
more than this, and made me think 
the prefent addrefs, not only a matter 
of propriety in regard to myfelf, but 
alfo a fort of debt or atonement due 
to your Lordfhip. I beg leave to exr 
plain myfelf. I have been all my life- 
time very little converfant with authors 
that can ftri&ly be called modern ; (for 
even Swift is now to be looked upon as 
"a kind of ancient) arid I reckon it my 
great happinefs to have been fo. I had 
indeed heard (for who that dabbles in 
books has not ?) of theEXCELLEN'F 

RAMBLER, the great Mr. S / 

J n ; I had likewife feeu Iris vo- 
lumes on a bookfeller's counter, or a 
friend's table, and had fometimes taken 
them up with an intention to perufe 
a paper or fo, but was never able to 
"go through the talk ; for being prefent- 

■ ' a 3 ly 






vi DEDICATION. 

ly difgufted with the pedantry and a£- 
fetation in every page, I could not 
help throwing them down with a con- 
tempt and indignation, which, per- 
haps, the defe&s of the language ex- 
cepted, might be very undeferved. At 
laft, during a long voyage at fea, 
when I had accefs to no other Englilh 
books but what I had been leng ac- 
quainted and very familiar with, exr 
ceptingthe Ramblers, which happened 
accidentally to be on board, in order to 
divert the idle and folitary hours un- 
avoidable in that fort of life, I was in a 
manner obliged to read them, which 
accordingly I did with great care and 
attention. I immediately perceived, 
and was very forcibly ftruck with the 
ftrong refemblance there fubfifts be- 
tween Mr. J — n's chara£ter, and that 
of the Limoufin fcholar in Rabelais, 
and of Lexiphanes in Lucian. And I 
(concluded/ that an imitation of the 
latter would be admirably well fuited 

to 
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to expofe that falfe tafte and ridiculous 
# manner of writing ; a&d that it might 
. alfb be of eminent ufe to letters, by de- 
crying that abfurd Lexiphanick ftilc, 
which from the great and univerfai im- 
putation this pedant enjoyed, I reafon- 
ably imagined had become fafhionable 
among us, and might, in a ihorttime, 
bring on an entire decline and corrup- 
tion, nay, a total alteration of our lan- 
guage, as had been *he cafe with the 
Roman tongue under the Emperors. 

Therefore, as foon %s Iliad an oppor- 
tunity, I fet about the following work,, 
with all the diligence and application I 
was mafter of. In the courfe of it, be- 

fidesMr. J n*s, I carefully perufed, 

it may fafely be faid, for the firft time, 
what other modern writings came in 
my way ; and! generally found them 
jnore or Ith Lexiphanick in proportion 
to the ihare of fame and reputation 
their feveral authors enjoyed^ I now 
#*recotledted, that your JLordihip had 
a 4 written 
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written Dialogues of the Dead, in imi- 
tation of Lucian, and that I had heard 
them highly applauded. I hope your 
Lordfhip will forgive me, for. I can 
hardly forgive myfelf, if I concluded, 
not having then read' them, that thof^ 
applaufes might be owing, partly to 
their author's quality and exalted fta^ 
tion, but much more to their hexipha* 
nicifntj or being written in compliance 
with the reigning tafte of the times. 
I was ambitious, like the young Afca- 
nius, who, hunting with his Jfather 
Eneas, and Dido, 

- — Dali pecora inter inertia votis 
Optat aprum, aut fulvum defcendere 
monte leonem. 

I thought your Lordfhip would be a 
much nobler objeft of Criticifm, than 

even the great Mr. S — — / J /*, 

and if I fhould not be able to extraft a 
Rhapfody from the Dialogues, as eafily 
as from the Ramblers, at leaft I hoped 

to 



DEDICATION. ix 

to have the occafion of referring to 
them frequently in \he notes, and mak- 
ing rhetorical fiouriflm on their au- 
thor, who profeffing to imitate Lucian„ 
had io imperfedly ftudied that great 
original, and fo little profited by his 
excellent Dialogue of Lexiphanes, and 
his admirable Eflay on the bed man- 
ner of writing hidory. 

With fuch views, and with fucli ex- 
pectations, I immediately had recourfe 
to your Dialogues^ But it was not 
Jong before I found myfelf greatly dis- 
appointed, and difappointed in a mod 
agreeable manner. Indead of being 
able to fhew them, pardon the freer 
dom of the expreffion, ad a fort of fcarc- 
crow or beacon, a warning for others to 
avoid their faults ; I perceived they 
were a model of imitation,; a pattern 
for all to follow ; and was foon made 
fenfible, I mud content myfelf with 
becoming a' didant and humble imita- 
tor of an author* whom,, but a few 
a 5 hcurs 
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hours before, I thought to have made 
the objeft of my criticifms. 

But if thfs were a fmall mortification, 
it was foon followed by a much more 
fenfible pleafure. If I could not expofe 
your Lordfhip's writings as a warning 
to others, I found I could do what was 
much more for my purpofe* fupport 
my own opinion by their great and 
unqueftioned authority The paflage 
I have in view, is foappofite to the fub- 
jeft in hand, and coincides fo entirely 
with my own fentiments, that I can-J 
not refift the temptation of quoting it, 
notwithftanding it may be thought 
ibmewhat improper in an addrefs to 
your Lordfliip* It is in the Dialogue 
between Pliny the Elder, and Pliny 
the Younger, where the uncle fays to 
the nephew ; 

— " Your eloquence had, I think* 
" the fame fault as your manners z it 
" was generally too affeSled^ You 
" profefled to make Cicero your guide 

" and 
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44 and pattern. But when one reads 
44 his Panegyrick upon Julius Caefar r 
44 and your's upon Trajan, the firft 
feems the genuine language of truth 
and nature, raifed and dignified with 
all the majefty of the mofl fublkne 
Oratory : the latter appears the ha- 
rangue of a florid Rhetorician ; more 
defirous to Jbine, .and to fet off his 
44 own wit, than to extol the great 
44 man whofe virtues he was praifing^* 
The other makes the following 
anfwer : 

" I will not queftion your judg- 
44 ment, either of my life or my writ- 
44 ings. They might both have been 
44 better, if I had not been too folici- 
44 tous to render them perfedh It is> 
44 perhaps* fome excufe for the affec- 
tation of my ftyle, that it was the 
fafhion of the age in which I wrote, 
44 i£ ven the eloquence of Tacitus* 
* 4 however nervous and fubdime, was 
44 not unaffected. Mine, indeed, was 
a 6 ,, 44 more 
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44 more diftufe, and the ornaments of 
44 it were more tawdry ; but liTsdf 
44 laboured concifenefs, the conftant 
44 g7<9W of his di&ion, and pointed; 
< 4 brilliancy of his fen tences, were no 
Kiel's unnatural. One principal caufe 
44 of this, I fuppofe to have been, that 
44 as we defpaired of excelling the two 
44 great matters of Oratory, Cicero and 
44 JLivy, in their own manner, we took 
44 up another, which, to many,appear- 
iC ed more Jhining^ and gave our com* 
44 pofitions a more original air. But it 
44 |S mortifying to me, to fay much 
44 on this fubje£t. Permit me there- 
44 fore, to refume the contemplation 
44 of that on which our converfation 

44 turned before." * 

And here I am forry the nature of 
the fubjeft, which is the famous erup- 
tion of Vefuvius, wherein the Elder 
Pliny loft his life, prevented your pro- 
ceeding any farther. It might, indeed^ 
be a mortifying theme to the Panegy- 

rift 
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rift of Trajan, but furely it could not 
ife b^fo to the noble author of the Per- 
fian Letters, who had in thorn fhewn 
fo fine a tafte, and given fo many 
illuftrious examples of the natui&jy, 
and fimple ftyle. I regretted tlreff, 
my Lord, and I ftill do regret you had 
not made it the fubjeft of an entire 
Dialogue. It is well worthy of your 
mafterly pen ; and befides, you might 
have rendered it needlefs for an un- 
known, and what is much worfe, an 
inferior hand to undertake it. 

And yet I doubt, whether, upon 
fecond thoughts, yourLordfhip'sman- 
ner be fo well fuited to the adverfaries 
you would have to cope withal. For 
. believe me, as there is not in nature a 
vainer, a more felf-fufficient and con- 
ceited, fo there cannot be a more un- 
feeling animal than a veteran Lm- 
pbanes. His fenfations are naturally 
fodull andobtuie, that I queftion much 
if he would be in the leaft affedted by 

the 
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the nice touches of your Lordfhip's de^~ 
licate and refined raillery, fomuch lik^/ 
that of Addifon, and of which you have f 
given fo beautiful an illuftration as well — 

* example in the admirable dialogue 
tween Swift and him. Nay, you 
have already determined this article 
againft yourfelf ; for in the clofe of 
that dialogue, where you affign their 
different provinces to thofe two rival 
iviis, you would have " Addiibn * em- 
ployed in comforting thofe whofe deli- 
cate minds are deje&ed with too pain- 
ful a fenfe of fome infirmities in their 
nature ; and hold up to them his fair 
and charitable mirrour, which would 
bring to their fight their hidden excel- 
lencies, and put them in a temper fit 
for Elyfium." And this indeed feems 
to be the humane and benevolent pur- 
pofe of your Lordftiip's work. Where- 
as to Doftor Swift you " allot the tafk 
of humbling the arrogant Hero, the 

• Dialogues of the Dead, P a S c Z 2 < 

vain 
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vai|| Pkil°f°pfo er > an ^ the proud Bi- 
$&' §^" ^ ut * believe your Lordfhip will 
agree with me, that the hard back of 
the petulant overbearing Pedant re- 
quires as much as any of the other 
. chara&ers, the fevere lafhes of that 
rod, which draws blood at every 
Jiroke. It is for this reafon, fupported 
by your great authority, and perhaps 
*" from a more cogent one ftill, it's being 
better adapted to my ow| temper and 
difpofition, that I have chofen the 
rough and coarfer manner of Swift, 
or rather Lucian. 

But to return from this digreffion, 
which cannot be altogether imperti- 
nent, as moft of it is taken from your 
Lordfhip ; I muft add, that I no fooner 
found myfelf deceived, in fuppofing 
you tainted with Lexiphanicifm, which 
I ne$d not inform you, literally figni- 
fies that Jhining affedied ditt'ion, you f<> 
juftly condemn > than I determined, 
Ihould this piece ever be be made pub* 
* lick, 
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lick, as a fmall atonement, for the 
temporary injuftice I had done you, 
and that only in my thoughts, to 
infcribe it to your Lordfhip, and to 
implore your protection for if. And 
as your high rank and quality would 
not have deterred me from criticifing 
your works, had I found occafion ; fo 
it is not that alone, but your great 
merit and excellence, your acknow- 
ledged fuperiority as a writer, that has 
in a manner extorted this addrefs from 
me. But it has, at the fame time, 
emboldened me, not only to afk, but 
even to expect your patronage and 
.prote&ion. For after all, my Lord, it 
is in reality more your bufinefs than 
mine. I have nothing to lofe, I am 
only a volunteer in the caufe, and can 
hope for nothing, but a fmall (hare of 
the ipoil : whereas you, coniidered as 
an author, have a very great eftate at 
flake ; I mean that honeft fame, and 
well deferved reputation in letters, 

- which 
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which I know your Lordfhipmuft have 
tateen fo much pains to acquire. In 
fhort, my Lord, if you at all regard 
That, you ought, not to fuffer thofe 
Lexiphanefes, thofe Shiners, thofe Deal- 
ers in hard wards,, and abfurd phrafes, 
thofe Fabricators of: triads and Qua- 
ternions ', and I know not what, to 
carry all before them in the manner 
they have lat^iy done, and to perfuade 
themfelves and the publick, that they 
are the only authors worth regard, and 
that their uncouth trafh is the fole 
ftandard of perfe&ion in the Englifh 
tongue. There is as great an antipathy 
between a pure and natural writer, 
fuch as your Lordfhip, and a Lexipha- 
nes, as there is between an elephant 
and a rhinoceros. When they meet, 
they are fure to falL foul of one ano* 
ther, 'tnoft eomftionly the Lexiphanes 
firft, for the other often holds him too 
cheap, and the conteft is never at an 
end^ll one is deftrqycd. 

Be 
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Befides, the very circumftance* of 
your being a man of fortune and qua- 
lity, will procure you vvorfe quarter 
from thofe .Lexiphanefcs, than a mere 
adventurer would have. The tea foil 
is this. They are all, excepting the 
boys juft raw from the univerfi ty, au- 
thors by profeffion ; and they reckon 
a gentleman who writes, or in the 
language of the ihopL, makes a book, 
an interloper wfoo takes fo much of 
their trade out of their hands. They 
would much rather have his cuftom 
ttian his affiftance in what they all ^ 
profefs, the improvement and inftruc- 
tion of the reader* They look upon 
him with no friendlier eyes, than a 
taylor would on a man of fafhion, 
who ihould take a fancy to; cut out 
and make up his own eloatlxs. 

But that they entertain a particu- 
lar fpite againft uoble authors, I fhall 
give your Lordihip a very pregnant 
proof, and fbew you* from the fate 

of 
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of others, what you have reafon to ex* 
pe£t Highly as I efteem your writ- 
ings, and though I may think them, 
from ithWijownX tendency and the ex- 
cellent political tnftru&ion contained 
in them, of more general benefit than 
the productions of either Sheffield 
Duke of Buckingham, or Granville 
Lord Lanfdown ; yet, in refpeflt to ele* 
gance and purity of fiyle, there are few 
that can be deemed fuperior. On the 
contrary, i am afraid, the highefl: 
praife any modern wjriter can novr 
reafonably afpire to, is not to be ex- 
celled in thefe articles by them. And 
yet that dogmatical Pedant, who is 
the Hero, or rather the Butt in the 
following Dialogue, talking of the 
imall damage he imagines Letters have 
fuftained by the lofs of authors, once 
famdus in their day, comforts us, by 
fuppofing, he does not tell us for what 
reafon, .they might he only the Shef- 
field and Granvilles of their times ; 
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{I wonder, when his hand was in, he 
did not add Clarendon, Temple^ Dor- 
fet, in a word, every man of rank and 
fortune, who ever put pen to paper, he 
might have done it with equal juflice;) 
and then proceeds very gravely to 
inform us, pofterity will wonder, by 
what chance or accident, fuch ment 
ever came to acquire ;any reputation. 
• Thefe Noblemen, my Lord, for the 
proteftion and encouragement they af- 
forded to Letters, and for the honour 
they did them by tbtir practice and 
example, were highly and juftly cele- 
brated by all their rival and cotempora- 
ry wits, and by none more than the two 
greateft our nation ever produced, Dry- 
den and Pope, one of whom, at leaft, 
can never befufpe£ted of flattery. By 
him too your Lordfhip has been greatly 
celebrated, for the other was gone long 
before you appeared, and yet both have 
not faved your predeceflors from the 
attacks of this prefumptuous Pedant; 

My 
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My Lord, from the care and polic- 
ing I perceive you have beftowed on 
your writings, you muft have been 
fomewhat earneft about their fuccefs, 
and that reputation you have taken 
fuch pains to acquire, you cannot but 
wifh to prefer ve,. Nor can you be in- 
different about the language of your 
native country, that country you love 
fo much, of which you are fo bright 
an ornament, and whofe excellent con- 
flitution you have illuftrated, explain- 
ed and defended, both in your pub- 
lick and private capacity, with fo great 
zeal and fuccefs. But, my Lord, the 

Ramblers of Mr. J n, who has, 

befides the advantage of being author 
of, what is believed, the only Gram- 
mar and Di&ionary we yet have, not 
to mention many works of others, all 
in the fame ft rain, and much applaud- 
ed and fought after, are propofed with 
great confidence to the publick, not 
only by the man himfelf, but by his 

numerous 
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numerous followers and admirers, as 
the beft model of writing, and the only 
ftandard of purity and elegance in the 
Englifh tongue ; and what is worfe, 
arc a&ually thought to be fo by nine 
readers of ten in the nation. Hence 
the queftion plainly comes to this re- 
fijlt : Whether we fhall continue to 
write and fpeak the language tranfmit- 
ted down to us by our anceftors, who 
have hardly derived more honour to 
their country, from their numberlefs 
victories obtained, and gallant exploits 
performed in every quarter of the 
globe, than from their inimitable writ- 
ings in every branch of fcience and 
literature ; or whether we (hall adopt, 
I will not fay a new language,- but a 
barbarous jargon, attempted to be im- 
pofed upon us, by a few School-maf- 
ters and Pedants, who owe all their 
credit to their petulance and impu- 
dence, who are equally ignorant of 
books and men, and who think they 

have 
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have done a fin£ thing when thejr have 
tack'd an Englifli termination to it 
Latin word, and have J^uddledtogether 
a parcel of quaint unmeania|^hrafes/ 
whofe only effe£t is to make the ftupid 
reader ftare, and cry' its mighty fine ! 

'Tis true, that in the Dialogue I 
, have reprefented the overthrow of Lex- 
ipbanicifmzs a very defperateundertak- 
ing indeed. And though this might 
be partly done to heighten its humour, 
yet I muft confefs, that fuch were in a 
great meafure my real fentiments at 
the time. Butfince, and within thefe 
few months, I have feeti many late 
performances, written in a pure and 
manly ftyle, and which I have the 
pleafure to fee, from the number of 
their editions, have met with deferved 
fuccefs. From hence, and from fome 
other circumftances, 1 incline to be- 
lieve, that the true tajle and Lexiphani^ 
cifm are at prefent pietty nearly on a 
balance, and that an- additional weighty 
I thrown 
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thrown into the right fcale, would at 

once <}ecicle the bufinefs. Anel this 

- weight .none is £o pr&per, or has fo 

'"much ^tereft, to throw in as your 

JLordfhip. 

Befides, fhould the advocates for 
plainnefs and Jimplicity be greatly out- 
numbered by their adverfaries, they are 
armed with a weapon, which the Lex- 
iphanefes have not to ufe againft therh; 
and againft. which, they have at the 
fame time no defence. It is not grave, 
folid reafoning from the genius of our 
language, the authority of our beft 
writers, and fo- forth; for in that 
cafe, you would foon be overpowered 
by a torrent of hard words and terms 
of art, which the ignorant multitude 
would immediately conftrue into deep- 
er learning. But it is Ridicule. And 
this powerful engine I have therefore 
employed againft them. With what 
fuccefs, your Lordlhip and the pub- 
lick muft foon determine. 

But 
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But fhould I prove unfuccefstul, you, ^ 
my Lord, whofe*' concern it ought fa 
much to be, can eafily recommend 
the talk to another, who may pofieis 
happier talents, and perform it in a 
more fatisfa&ory manner. As for me, 
I fhall account it fufficient honour, to 
have ftarted the game, tho' I fhould 
be thrown out in the chace, and 
(hould not even be prefent at the> 
death. 

Having troubled you fo long, I 
muft conclude this Addrefs as abrupt- 
ly as it began, indulging, at the fame 
time, a favourite piece of vanity, by 
declaring, in this publick manner, 
that I have the good {cn{c 9 tafte and 
judgment, to be 

Your Lordfhip's 
Sincere Admirer, 
And moft Obedient 
Humble Servant. 
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PREFACE. 



, CTH EJcope and intention of the following 

performance, is fo fully fet forth in the 

J*itle and Dedication, that little more need be 

/aid of it in the Preface. But I think it not 
amifs to inform the Reader y that this Dia- 
logue, together with the Sale of Authors, and 

Jome other imitations ofLucian, was compofed 
about three years ago in one of our American 
Colonies, as is well known to many in that 
country. Some friends, and one gentleman in 
particular, to whom I lay under many other 
obligations, andperhaps owed both leifure and 

Jpirits to refume Jome long-interrupted and 
well-nigh forgotten fiudies, th ought fo well of 
the plan and approved of the intention Jo 
much, that they attempted getting it printed 
at the time and place where it was firjl writ- 
ten-, and with this view, and at their requejt, 
I put it in the ft ate it now is. How this at- 
tempt came not tofucceed,is immaterial, and I 
only mention it, becaufejome things Jeem to have 
b 2 been 
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been written for that time, andjome authors 
are taken notice of, who, though fince dec d^ 
were then $t the height of their refutation. 

I had alfo begun and madefome progrefs in 
apref ace, wherein I endeavoured to account for 
the late manifeft decline oftafte and good writ- 
ing among us, and to propofejome remedies 
for the fame. But finding I had not lights 
fufficient to execute fuch a tafk as it ought to . 
be, and that were itfo done, it would be much 
too large for the work it was intended to in- 
troduce into the world, I left it unfinifhed ; 
and now find that what 1 T had written is en- 
tirely loft, owing to fome of thoje many acci- 
dents unavoidable in a wandering unfettled 
life. I wonder, indeed, the following papers 
efcaped the fame fate, having been carelefsly 
toft about, and altogether negletted by me for 
above two years paft. I doubt not but Lexi- 
phanes's janizaries and admirers may very 
wittily fuggeft, it would have been no damage 
if they had-, be this however as it may, on re- 
vifing them now for the prejs, I chofe to let 
them go as I found them, with the addition of 
only a few notes. ' Ndt that I would hereby 
infinuate, I think them fault lefs ; on the con- 
, trary, lam afraid the Rhapfody is rather too 

long* 
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long, and even, that it is not fo highly finifjed 
as it ought to be, that is to Jay, it is not Suffi- 
ciently Lexiphanick*. if I may ufe the expref* 
Jion. There are, moreover, a few loofepaf- 
Jages in it, which I amforry may be thought 
to require an apology. But they are wrapt up 
infuch a miji of hard words, that to under- 
jland them, requires a clofer intimacy with 
Lexiphanes,than methinks any fine lady ought 
to have. Bejides, the original is infinitely 
more licentious than the copy. This naturally 
led me into them atfirfi, but the true reafon 
#why, on a revifal, I retained them, is what 
follows. I really thought the applying thofe 
cant word* and affe&ed phrafes, in that 
Jenfe, was the beft wayof ridiculing atidexpcr- 
fing them, and flfould this Dialogue ever be- 
come any way popular, it would moft effectual- 
ly banijh them out of good company and polite 
writing. I own, like wife, that the references 
are neither fo numerous, nor perhaps fo accu- 
rate as they might have hen. ^his is owing 
to my having loftfome fcattered kofe papers, 
wherein, with a great deal of pains and la- 
bour, I had marked down, with their groper 
references of pages and numbers, moft of the 
abfurdities / met with on f*r*fing Mr. 
*3 J -** 
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J r*V works, and fome others of the like 

ftrain, and from thence bad transferred them, 
as I thought they would come in beft, into the 
Rhapfody, andtbofe other farts of the Dia- 
logue where Lexiphanes is thefpeaker. There 
was no other way to remedy this lofs, if it really 
he one, than to go through the fame moft irk- 
fome ta/k over again. But I could not pre* 
*vail on myfdf to do it. Truth wt#s y J did 
not care to be raking any wore among their 
filth and trajb, for fear fome of it might 
flick to myfelf For in this work, I am np 
ether than a literary Jcavenger \ a fort of* 
gentry very necejfary to the cleanlinefs of 
others, but by no means the cleanlieft folks in 
the world themf elves. 

As to the reft of the Dialogue, which is, 
indeed, the principal part, and wherein I have 
endeavoured to ftjew, as well as my poor abi- 
lities would permit me, both by precept anct 
example, how to write better, I freely own, 
after a very careful examination, whether 
r efpeEting its conduEf, ftile, or fentiments, I 
. do not find any thing lean alter, at leaft, for 
the better : and I therefore abandon it as law- 
ful booty to the Cri ticks to ufe it as t hey p leaf e. 

Should $$ be afkedwhy I have publijhedit, 
with the imperfections I confefs it hath ; / 

anfwer* 
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dnfwer, that though this not defigned for a 
temporary thing, but may laft and even be ufe- 
ful when our Lexiphanefes areforgotton, yet 
ifsfuccefs, and what is pretty odd, it's own 
reputation depends, infome meafure, on the 
greatnefs of thofe very reputations it is in- 
tended to demolifh and overturn. A bad and 
a corrupt tajh is ever fickle and changing. 
Some new Lexiphanefes may foon arife, who, 
/booting a hit beyond Mr. J ■ ■ n , in his 
Ramblers, or Mr. Ak — de, in bis Pleafures 
of Imagination, may deprive them of that 
fame they certainly never deferved to enjoy, 
and at the fame time eftablifh their own on 
the ruins. They may likewife write in a dif- 
ferent manner, in a manner more difficult to 
bit, and confequently to ridicule and expofe, 
in which cafe this performance, about which 
I confefs to have taken a good deal of pains, 
would be, at the very firft, no better than 
that wafte-paper it may come to be at laft. I 
am afraid it hath loft fome of it y s force and 
propriety already, and the longer it is delayed, 
muft lofe the more. Bejides y expelling, at 
leaft hoping foon to leave this c&untry, to 
which I may never return, the prefent might 
be the only opportunity I Jhould ever have of 
b 4 •frinti*^ 
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printing it, which I was not willing to n*~ 
gle£l,for, with all its faults, I really do think 
it may be eminently ufeful to the publilk, in 
correcting and fet ting right the tajle of young 
writers, and of young gentlemen at the acade- 
my and univerfity, who are Jo naturally led 

aftray by the falfe glitter of Mr. J n's 

profe,andthefublimenonfenfeofMr. A—de's 
verfe. For there is good reajon to believe* 
that were the Ramblers and Pleafures of 
Imagination on the one hand, and the Spec- 
tators and Drydcn's Fables on the other, the - 
one the rnoft faulty and affefted, the other 
the beft and pur eft of all works of their kind, 
to be ballot ted for as Jchool-books, in an af- 
j'mlly of all the mafters andfchcol-boys of 
the nation*, {here is good reajon to believe,^ I 
jay, that the former would carry it againft 
the latter \ by a majority of at leaft ten to one. 
"There has been much talk about corre&ing, 
improY mgtf,7tf T afcertaining # living tongue, 
as 'well in our own country, as among the 
French and Italians. Many great writers, 
qnd if I mijiake not, Do 13 or Swift among the 
reft, have thought a Grammar and Dictionary 
ncceffary for thatpurpofe, and have therefore 
lamented the want of them. I have declared 

yiy 
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my opinion of tbefe tn the Dialogue butjhall 
here do it more at large* r< Tis certain that a 
Grammar fir Dictionary, if good for any thing, 
muji be -compiled or extracted from good au- 
thors ; but that tbefe again Jhould become 
necejfary, and even indifpenfible to form, or ra~ 
tber to create good authors, appears to me, I 
confefs,fometbing like a circle in logick, or 
/Z>*perpetual motion in mecbanicks-, the one 
a vicious mode ofreafoning, .and the other a 
downright impoffibility. f Tis true, they may 
ke ufeful to ladies or country f quires, to avoid 
qn error infpelling, and now and then a gr of s 
blunder or impropriety infpeech. And farther 
I conceive their utility, however boafted of, 
does not extendi unlefs, indeed, in a dead lan- 
guage, or to a foreigner whoftudies a living 
one* in the fame manner we are obliged to 
Jludy Greek or Latin. But an author or an 
orator, who takes up on him to write or fpeak 
to the people in their own tongue, ought to 
be above confulting them. 

Befides, if we have recourfe to experience 
'and matt en offatt, thefurejl criterion in alt 
Juch affairs, we Jhall perceive, that as the 
want of them has been no lofs,fo when pro- 
cured, they have done as little fervice. Ho- m 

mer 



xxxiv PREFAC E." 

mer and Virgil, Demofthenes and Cicero * 
Tbucydides and Livy, all wrote without 
Grammar or Dictionary, and mofi of them 
without Jo much as knowing what they were* 
So have all^the befi writers of Italy, France 
and England. Nor do I hear that the Bic- 
4imaries of the two former, though compiled 
by bodies ofmm,fhrfmftnlhftriousf<nrtheir 
learning, have done any mighty feats finte 
their appearance ; that they have fixed or 
vftablijbed their refpeStive languages >or made 
tbewriters in either u whit more elegant and 
wrre&tban they would have been without 
them. We too, in imitation of them, mufi 
alfo have our Dictionary. But by whom is 
it compiled? By Lexipbanesbimfelf, the great 
corrupter of our tafte and language. I own 
I have never bad opportunity to confttlt either 
the French or Italian Dictionaries ; but Mr. 
J ri s, lam certain, falls infinitely floor t 
of what I conceive it ought to be, to anfwer 
any purpofe it is pretended toferve. It ought 
to contain, in a manner, a diftinSl treatife on 
every word that is, or ever has been in ufe y 
branched out into a thouf and particulars very 
difficult to enumerate, but almoft impojjible to 
execute. And whaUnan or body of men are 

equal 
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-equal tofuch a tafk ? Beftdes* were it executed* 
who could u/e it* or reap any benefit from it? 
It would be in it/elf a library, infinitely more 
voluminous than the abridgment of our laws 
in twenty Volumes Folio, or even than our. 
laws tbemf elves at large. Injhort* we may. 
pronounce a perfeft Dictionary to be like the 
JWJqfnpber's Stmt* one* a great Dclider atuni 
jtmmgfom people* impoffible to obtain, and 
&hkb* perhaps* we are better without. 

Vbe celebrated Do&tr Swift *in bis Propo^ 
*JGdr£brcorre6ting,improving,and afcertam- 
-iiig the Englifh Tongue, ftretmwfy ream- 
mends the inftitution of a fociety compqfed of 
fuchpcrfqns, asare generally allowed to be 
beft qualified for fuch a work, namely* the 
fixings correcting, and enlarging our language, 
without any regard to quality, party, or 
profeflion, and who, to a certain number 
at leaft, fhould aflemble at fome appointed 
time and place, and fix on rules by which 
they defigned to proceed. That fuch afo^- 
ciety inftitutedat that time, and compofed of 
perfons, appointed by Swift bimfelf* or by the 
v great man to whom the propofal is addrejfed* 
might have been eminently ufefulfor the put v 
pofes there mentioned, I Jh all not* by any 

means *> 
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means, bring into queftion. But then, wh+ 
wouldwarrant the immortality ofthofeperfons y 
cr that their Juccejforsjhould bepoffeffed of the 
fame abilities, and animated with the fame 
fpirit ? In that fuppofition, indeed, it is pof- 
Jlblefuch Lexiphanick fuftian, as we have 
lately been peftered with, might never have 
bad exigence, at leaf , never been beard of \ 
But in theftuation things now are, I think I 
may venture to affert, without any danger af 
rafhnefs, that iffucb ajociety badjbeen infti- 
tuted a few years ago, and I know, not but it 
would be the fame 'at prefent, our great Lexi- 
cographer, the excellent Rambler, would bav* 
been elelled Secretary, and, perhaps, the Brh- 
tifb Lucretius, of whom more hereafter, ap- 
pointed Regifter of it. Then, indeed, matters; 
would have been much worfe, and really pafi 
redemption. For who would have beenj& 
hardy as to attack, and on the f core of their 
language too, the Secretary and Regifter of an • 
Academy erected for correEting, improving and 
' afceriaining that very language ; and at the 
bead of which, mojl certainly would have been 
N every the mojl illuftrious name and charaEter 
in the nation. Even as the cafe now ftands, 
this attempt is, by feme, I know, thought taa 

daring 
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faring for -a private per/on. Perhaps it may 
he truey that nothing can entirely juftify him 
in it but fuccefs \ though », indeed, myperfeSl 
indifference, at leafi with refpeif to private 
concerns , whether it fucceed or no, may plead 
my excufe. 

' Having thus, and I think on veryfufficient 
grounds, rejected as improper and inadequate 
every method hitherto propofed, though byfome 
of our great eft men , for the laudable purpofes 
affixing and afcertainingour Mother Tongue, 
it may be thought incumbent on me, topropofe 
another which may fupply the deficiencies of 
at hers. I have already done it in the Dedi- 
cation. The corrupters of our tongue in the 
days of Swift and Steele, were pert lively fops ; 
they were great curtailers of words, and took 
a pleafure in lopping off their firft und laftfyU 
tables, as owls bite off the feet of mice, in or- 
der to confine and fatten them; But our mo- 
dern gentry are quite the reverfeofthe ethers; 
they are grave, folemn, formal coxcombs, and 
have much more of the afs than the ape in their 
compofttion -, they' cannot endure an elifion, are 
mighty fond of long-tailed worm-like words, 
and as they think our own tamntage does notaf* 
forda/ufficientjiwkoftktm, fay import them 

in 
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kt great quantities from the Greek and Latin. 
Therefore they are thepropereJlobjeBs of ridi- 
cule in the world, and though, from their ft upi- 
dity, pride> or conceit ; they may not fmartjo 
fever ely atftrft, under the lajh, as a livelier 
dunce -,yet it mufthave a greater and more du- 
rable effeft upon them at laft> and whatever 
fondnefs they may exprefs in imitation of their 
Pr/^^^^rjocularityandburlefque^arm- 
lefs merriment, eafy facetioufnefsr,and flow- 
ing hilarity ;yet, asjhey are altogether inta„ 
pable of making a retort, and quite unprovided 
with any means of defence, they muftfoon be 
taught out of all their followers and admirers, 
and left Jingle and deftitute by themf elves. 

There are now, and I truft always will he, 
many perfons of real tafte and wit in the na- 
tion, and were they to join in afcheme of this 
fort, and mutually encourage andfupport one 
another in the profecution of it, they would 
find it a much more effectual means than all 
the Dictionaries and Academies in the world* 
for preventing our language being infected by 
anyfpecies of corruption, particularly, thai 
which Jeems to threaten it mofi atprefent. In 
a word, whenever fLexiphanes makes his ef- 
cape from his ujtalneft or fan, ajchool or a 

college* 
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college, and begins to acquire a reputation, 
to make a noije in the world, to take upon 
him, and to treat the reft of mankind as if 
they were Jo many boys, or his pupils ft ill 
trembling under his Ferula, let them inftantly 
fall upon him as the birds fall upon an owl 
yvbicb appears by day-light, and drive him 
bpck to his original obfcurity and lurking 
places \ in a word, hunt him down, with-*, 
out mercy, as I have endeavoured to do by 
this great unlick'd Cub, who came ftrft in 
my way, and is indeed' the moft confpicuous 
^f them all. \ 



ARGU- 



t 



ARGUMENT. 

TI^Rt J— nor theEnglifh Lexiphanes and 
the Critick meet. After fomc compli- 
ments paft between them, Lexiphanes rehearfes 
his Rhapfody. It contains a rant about Hilarity 
and a Garret; Oroonoko's adventure with a 
Soldier 5 his own journey to ftighgate, and ad- 
ventures there and on the road ; his return to 
London, and iawfuit about his horfe ; his walk 
to CheHea, where he plays at fkittles ; his being 
frightened by a calf on his return, which he. 
miftakes for the Cock-lane Ghoft; his amours 
and difappointments at a Bagnio. He is now 
interrupted by the Critick, who takes him to 
tafk for his hard words and affe&ed ftyle, and 
thinking him mad, applies to a Phyfician palling 
by, who proves to be the Britifh Lucretius. He 
repeats a great many verfes, and the Critick gets 
ridof him with fome difficulty. Another Doc- 
tor comes up, who is the Critick's friend. They 
talk together uoon Lexiphanes'* cafe, and other 
matters concerning tafte and writing. They 
force him to fwallow a potion which makes him 
throw up many of his hard words. The Doc- 
tor goes to a confultation, and the Critick in- 
ftrudis Lexiphanes how to avoid his formcrf 
faults, and write better for the future. 

s 
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A 

D I A L O G U E. 

Critick. J : n\ First Physician! 

Second Physician, 

Critick. 

SEE J n yonder, our Englilh 

Lexiphanes, marching along with a 
huge folio under his arm. Some new piece 
I'll warrant, in the ftile of his Ramblers. 
I Ihall be well entertained, if he is in a 
reading humour; a thing he is often 
fonder of than many of his hearers. 

J_N. 

Moft happily occurred, my very benevo- 
lent convivial aflbciate. Behold. A novel 
exhibition which is purely virginal, .and 
which has never been critically *furveyed 
by any annual or diurnal retailer of litera- 
ture, in this fo fignal f a metropolis. 

Critick; 

* Rambler, No. 10. critically condemned. 
■f I beg leave to obferye here once for all, that I 
io not intend to confine myfelf to aclofe imitation 
B ©• 



2 LEXIPHANES. 

Critick. 
What! a new Romance, or a fecond 
Raflelas of Abyflinia ? 

J N. 

Without dubiety you mifapprehend this 
dazzling fcintillation of conceit in totality*, 
and had you had that conftant recurrence to 
my oraculous dictionary, which was incum- 
bent upon yoti from the f vehemence of 
my monitory injunftions, it could not have 
efcaped you that the word novel exhibits 
to all men dignified by literafy honours and 
fcientificalaccomplifhments^wodifcrepant 
fignifications. The one imports that which 
you have affixed to it, a romance or fidtion, 

of Lexiphanes's manner of writing only ; but pro- 
pofe to (hew by example the abfurdity of hard words, 
and affectation in general. For inftance, the word! 
novel and Jignal are not much ufed by Lexiphanes, 
that I remember, but Gordon, in his Tacitus, is 
mighty fond of them. They are here affected, as 
they generally are in Gordon, yet have b«ea ufed 
by fome of our beft writers, though very fparingly. 
but bad authors have the fame influence . on words, 
that the dregs of the people have upon drefs. 

* Rambler, No. 141 • 

f Raflelas, vehement injunfiiom of hafle* Ramb* 
ler, No. 26. monitory letters* 

fuch 
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fuch as the tale of Ajut and Anningait, or 
ttie Prince of Abyflinia P ; but that in 
■which I have at prefcnt ufcd it, fignifies 
new, recent, hodiernal. And indeed the 
eye of critical difcernment will perceive, 
th^t there is a moft exquifite elegancy in 
conferring that appellation upon a recent 
and hodiernal produ&ion. But I am afraid 
that I fhallranfack vacuity, and ftrike out 
in vain flafhes of inftrudtion from the for- 
tuitous collifion of happy incidents, * for 
your intelle&s are exhaufted, f or dis- 
torted, X their fortreffes are betrayed to 
rebels, and their children excited to fedi- 
tion, § and you are now labouring 
under an intelleftual famine, and want 
the banquet of the lady Pekuah's conver- 
fationj.. 

Critick. 
Excufe, dear fir, the dullnefs of my ap- 
prehenfion. But pray what is the fubjedt 
of this new piece ? 

|| Tale* and romances of our author well known. 
* Ram. No. 1 54. f Raff. V. I. p. to. 

1 Ram. No. 91. § Raff. V. 1 . p. 1 20. 

4- Raff. V. 2. p. 94. 

. ■ "" B 2 J' K3- 
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the fame time be curt*. Perpendf, and 
receive my fayings with a ftedfaft ear J. 
But I obfecrate that in the interim you 
would, by a proper feceflion, facilitate my 
enjoyment of the light, whilft I, by the 
fortuitous liquefa&ion of fpeftacularlcnfes, 
and their concordant adaptation to my 
poral regions, meliorate and prolong its 
fruition§. 

" After our poft-meridional refe&ion* 
rejoined Hypertatus, we will regale with a 
fupernumcrary compotation of convivial 

* Elements of Critieifin. 

f Piftol in Shakefpear. 

1 Pleaf.of Imag. B. 2.1. 306. 

§ *Tis fuppofed that in this fentence Lexiphanea 
means no more than that the critic fhould ftep afide 
while he puts on his fpedtacles. For fome of the 
hard words, and quaint phrafes, confult Rambler, 
No. 9. 

And now Lexiphanes begins to read his Rhapfody, 
conceived in the following words : After our poft- 
meridional rrfe&ion, rejoined Hypertatus % &c* and con- 
tinues reading till interrupted by the critic. The 
fragment here given, without either beginning or 
ending, is fuppofed to be only a fmall part of a 

laager work ; for Mr. J n tells us, he inchoates 

wittbne of its mqfi delicious morj els of eloquence. Lfl- 
cian begins and ends his Sympofium in the fame 
abrupt manner, and though it be in itfelf a matter 
of perfect indifference, I thought it better to follow 
the example of fo great an original, 

ale, 
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ale, fo adapted to cxhilerate the young, 
and animate the torpor of hoary wifdom, 
with Tallies of wit, burfts of merriment, 
and an unintermitted ftream of jocularity. 
From this aflcmblage of feftivity we will 
unanimoufly extrude thofe fcreech-owls 
Whofe only care is to crufh the riling hope, 
to damp the kindling tranfport, and allay 
the golden hours of gaity with the hateful 
drofs of grief and fufpicion. Such is Suf- 
pirius, whom I have now known fifty- 
eight years and four months, who has in- 
tercepted the connubial conjunftion of twe 
hundred and twenty fix reciprocal hyme- 
neal folicitors by prognofticationsof infeli- 
city, and has never yet pafled an hour with 
me in which he has not made fome attack 
upon my tranquillity, by reprcfenting to 
me, that the imbecillities of age, and infir- 
njities of decrepitude are coming faft upon 
me. Indeed to thofe whofe timidity of 
temper fubje&s them to extemporaneous 
^ififiprcflions, who fuffer by fafcination, aad 

• catch the contagion of mifery, it is extreme 
infelicity to live within the compafs of a 
icreech-owl's voice. Therefore let us avoid 

- f B 5 Sufpiriiis 
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Sufpirius with a ftudicd fedulity, and 
fliould we fortuitoufly meet him in the 
multifarious confluxes of men, let us re- 
prefs the folicitude of his advances with 
a frigid gracioufnefs*. 

" We fhall likewife emancipate our con- 
vivial affociation from Mr. Frolick, that 
diffeminator of the knowledge of what is 
echoed in the ftreets of London, who takes 
advantage of reverential modefty with def- 
potick and diftatorial powers of preferr- 
ing, and impofes upon ruftick underftand- 
Jngs with a falfe exhibitionofuniverfal in- 
telligence, catches of interruption, bride- 
nefs of interrogation, and pertnefs of con- 
temptf. He thinks us unworthy of the 
exertion of his powers, or his faculties dre 
benumb'd by rural ftupidity, as the mag- 
netick needle lofes its animation by ap* 
proximating the .polar climes. Therefore 

* For mod of the hard words, quaintnefles, and 
absurdities of ftyle in this paragraph, confult the^ 
chara&er of Sinpiriusthe fcreechowl, in the Ram* 
bier, No. 59. 

f For the delicious morfels of eloquence^ and choice 
flowers of fpeech in this and the next paragraph, fee 
the charadter of Meflrs. Frolick and £bilomIde* t 
Rambler, No, 6i» 72. 
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*rfc(hall treat him witK ruftick fincerity, 
^nd drive him as an impoftor to region* 
of more credulity. * 

" But Philomides (hall be welcome to 
us, who poffefles good humour, thatfutfr 
altera endowment, which is the bate of 
being; a perennial mollitudeof manners* 
facility of approach, and fuavity of dif- 
pofition, 

<4 We fhall alfo have the company of 
Hilarius, who enjoys a flattering and allur* 
ing fuperiority conferred by the powers of 
converfation, an extemporaneous fpright- 
linefs of fancy, and fertility of fentiment* 
He has applied his faculties to jocularity 
and burlefque, and his imagination is heat* 
ed to fuch a ftate of activity and ebullition* 
that on every occafion it fumes away ij* 
evaporations of gaiety, and never fails to 
kindle up a blaze of merriment. Nor fhalt 
we even refufe the aflbciatron of* Gelafi- 
mus, who, though his priority is not ac- 
| knowledged, was the firft who gave a full 
? \ explication of all the properties of the Ca- 
tenarian curve. His merit introduced hirft 
* to lplendid tables, where he was entangled 
* Ram. No* 179, 

B 6 m 
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in many ceremonial perplexities from which 
all his diagrams could not extricate him, 
and was fometimes engaged with female 
difputams, with whom his algebraick ax- 
ioms had no great weight, and to whom 
he was very little recommended by his 
theory of the tides, and approximations to 
the quadrature of the circle. Nor wanted 
Gelafimus penetration to difcover that no 
charm was more generally irrefiftible than 
that of cafy facetioufnefs and flowing hila- 
rity. He therefore came to a fudden re- 
folution of throwing off the cumbrous or* 
naments of learning, and commencing a 
man of wit and jocularity. Though ut- 
terly unacquainted with every topick of 
merriment, yet he never fails to laugh 
whenever he ftirs the fire, fills a glafs, re- 
moves a chair, or fnuffs a candle, as laugh- 
ter he knows is a token of alacrity. Thus 
his rifibility will be kept in inceffant exer- 
citation by Hilarius's powers of delighting. 
He will even afford a topick of mcrriment-v & 
himfclf; for thofe who defire to partake of r * 
the pleafure of wit, muft contribute to its 
production, fince the mind ftagnates witk* 

out 
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•ut external ventilation, and that efflor- 
escence of the fancy, which flafhes into 
tranfport, can be raifed only by the in* 
fufion of diffimilar ideas*. 

cc Then, when we fhall have received* 
fufficient ftrfam of pofterior invigoration f 
and elevated ourpowersto ackie animation, 
by the quaffing of our convivial ale, we will 
refrigerate with an ambulatory circumrota- 
tion in the Park, and return homewards 
with the corufcationsof declining day. For 
the feafon of the year is now come in which 
the regions of luxury are for a while unpeo- 
pled, and pleafure leads forth her votaries 
to groves and gardens, to ftill fcenes, and 
erratick gratifications. For I cannot but 
fufpedt, that this month, bright with fun- 
fliine and fragrant with perfumes y this 
month which covers the meadow with ver- 
dure, and decks the gardens with all the 
mixtures of colorifick radiance j this 
month, from which the man of fancy ex- 
perts new infufions of imagery, and the 

* For the hard words and affe&ed jtfirafes in this 
aragraph, confult the characters of Gelafiimis and 
T " ms in the Ranibler. 

naturalift 
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naturalift new exhibitions of obfervation § 
this month will congeal multitudes into a 
ftate of hopelefs wifhes and pining recol* 
le&ion, whefe the eye of vanity will, in 
vain/ look round for admiration, and 
the hand of avarice fhuffle cards, in a 
bower* with inefficacious dexterity*. 

<c In relation to myfelf, I will recede to 
my garret. For the gaiety and fprightli- 
ncfs of dwellers, in elevated regions, is 
probably owing to the encreafe of that ver- 
tiginous motion with which we are carried 
round by the diurnal revolution of the 
earth. The powers of agitation upon the 
fpiritsare well known, and nothing is plain- 
er, than that he who towers to the fifth 
ftory, is whirled through more fpace by 
every circumrotation, than another that 
grovels upon the ground floor. Indeed* 
1 think a frequent removal to various dif- 
tancesfrom the center fo neceflary to ajuft 
eftimate of intellectual abilities, that I 

* The above rant is, I believe, taken almoft word 
for word from the Rambler, though, for want of a 
good Index, I cannot at prefent point out the 
number. 

would 
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twwld propofe that there fhould be a ca- 
Vern dug, an3 a tower ere&ed, like thofe 
which Bacon defcribes in Solomon's houfe» 
for the expanfion and concentration of un- 
derftanding, according to the exigence of 
different employments or conftitutions. 
Perhaps, fome that fume away in medita-; 
tioris on time and fpace in the tower, might 
compofe tables of intereft at a certain depth, 
and he, that upon level ground, ftagnates 
in filence, or creeps in narrative, might, at 
the height of half a mile, ferment into mer-* 
riment, fparkle with rapartee, and froths 
with declamation. I have difcovered, b^ 
a long feries of obfervations, that inven- 
tion and elocution fuffer great impediments 
from denfe and impure vapours, and that 
the tenuity of a defecated air, at a proper 
diftance from the furface of the earth, ac-» 
celeratea the fancy, and fetsat liberty thofe 
intelledtualpowerswhichwerebeforefhack- 
led by too ftrong attraction, and unable to 
expand themfelves under the prefTure of a 
grofs atmofphere. I have found dullnefs to 
quicken into fentiment in a thin ether, as 
watftr not over-hot boils in a receiver part* 
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ly exhauftcd, and heads, to appearance 
<mpty, have teemed with notions on rifing 
ground, as the flaccid fides of a football 
would have fwelled out into ftiffriefs and 
ere&ion. All which, perhaps, I may reveal 
to mankind in a treatife on barometrical 
pneumatology.*" 

" Thus concluded Hypertatus his ela- 
borate diflertation on convivial Ale, Hi- 
larity, Merriment, and a Garret. He then 
(hewed me a mod encomiaftick veneration, 
overwhelmed me with a lufcioufnefs of 
eulogy, and beftowed on me magnificent 
remuneratory honoursf, for the prime ra- 
in order to underftand the beauties of this pa- 
ragraph, confult Hypertatus's letter to the Rambler, 
upon the conveniences and advantages of a Garret. 

This is one of Mr, J n's chef d* ceu<vres % both for 

ftile and matter, Beiides, which is not very frequent 
with him, he makes an attempt in this place at wit 
and humour, but with his uiual fuccefs. Of this 
however more hereafter. 

Hitherto Hypertatus, Mr. J n's friend and 

correfpondent, is iuppbfed to be the fpeaker in the 
Rhapiody ; and the praifes of convivial ale, hilarity^ 
merriment ■, and a garret, are all put in his mouth* 
Lexiphanes himfdf relates from henceforth what 
fallows in his own perfon. 

f Rambler, No. 104, 

dical 
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dical excellencies, perfpicacity of remarks, 
and verfatileplaftick imagination Jdifplay- 
cd in my Ramblers. He added that, on 
tliat account, he imagined, when I com- 
pofed them, I had quitted my garret, and 
afdended into the cock-loft. He called mc 
EXCELLENT RAMBLER | ! 

cc Afterwards he requcfted me to accom- 
pany him in his ambulatory projects, but I 
tranfmitted him a declinature * on ac- 
count of the pain which I fuffered from 
&me artificial excoriations which I had 
contra&ed on a very relpeftable part of 
my body, by the fevere fuccuffations of a 
condu&itfous fteed when I was taking a 
tollutation to Highgate. 

cc I had laid the ftri&eft monitory in- 
junctions on Oroonoko, rhy fwarthy boy of 
Ethiopian race, to hie before as my p/ecur- 
forf> and befpeak a vefpertinc collation at 
a Caravanfery, whofe mafter was moft re- 

j'Warton's Effay on Pope, || Ibid. 

* Robertfon's Hiftory of Scotland, Vol. 2. Sec 

the ftory of Mas David Black, 

^Warton, utfupra. 

nown'4 
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jiown'd for culinary fcience and economical 
accomplilhmcntst. But the Renegado dif- 
obeyedmy molt abfolii to commands, and as 
he was paffing through Field- Lane, his ol- 
factory powers being affe&ed by odoriferous 
fleams, lured him to linger in the fhops 
of culinary retailers* and banquet upon 
fa very fheep's heads, prime pigs petty toes, 
and plump plumb pudding. His powers 
of manducation and digeftibn being now 
fatiatcd, and being fatisfied of my firm ad- 
herence to a rational and equitable adapta- 
tion of penalties to offences, and under no 
terror of death, the ftrongeft and moft ope- 
rative of prohibitory fandtions*, the thirfty 
fever that raged in his throat, hurried him, 

f The above phrafes are in Cornelius's Letter to 
the Rambler, No. 51. One Proof, among innumer- 
able others, that all Mr. J n's female corre- 

fpondents are as great Lexiphanefes, and as fond of 
hard words as himfelf. "Whoever confiders how care- 
. fully Steele and Addifon varied their ftyle according 
to the different characters they have introduced, can- 
not but wonder at the great reputation the heavy 
pedantick uniform Ramblers have acquired and {kill 
maintain. 

* Ram. No. 114* „ 
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<*mh all the ardor of precipitation, to thfe 
fign of the man arrayed in vernal livery. 
Replete with pecuniary impudence, from 
having withheld the change of a quarter 
image of our moft amiable fovereignf, 
which I had yefterday given him in order 
to acquire a faufageary refe&ion, with an 
intention of refufcitating and invigdteting 
ray powers which were langfJid and debi- 
litated with fedulity of application in ab- 
ftra&ing an oftavo from my folio didion- 
ary, he fat down on a bench fuccumbing 
wider laffitude and indigeftion, called far 
beer with all the vociferation of impa* 
tience, and thus began i 

T' inebriate at brifk porter's fountain head, 
And reeling thro* the wildernefs of joy ; 
Where fenfe runs favage, >roke from rea~ 

fonVchain, 
And fang falfe peace. 
^ Night Thoughts; 

<c For, behold, on a vicinary bench, fate 
a plunder- fed *ibldier, between whom and 

♦Blackwell, court of Aiguftus. 

Orconoko, 
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Oroonoko, in the courfe of the vivacious 
loquacity of their evening compotationsf, 
arofe an unextinguilhable feud, a mumal 
vigilance to entrap, and eagernefs to de- 
stroy, a continual exacerbation of hatred^ 
and inceflant reciprocation of mifchief J» 
This Thrafo affuming a faftidious tumour 
of dignity, with negative rudenefs and ol>- 
Jiquitics of infult, effufed his invidious far- 
cafms and defcants on the negro darknefs 
ef Oroonoko, who now verging towards a 
Itate of inebriation, his intelle&s became 
diftorted with argumental, delirium, th*p 
controverfy was foon inflamed to the high* 
eft pinnacle of exacerbation, and then he 
beftowed reiterated percuflions on the in- 
telle&ual regions of this plunder-fed fol- 
dier. Thus commenced a circulatory war*; 
The foldier effayed to refift, but in vain, 
for he was foon neceffitated to fuccumb, if 
not under the mental, at leaft under the 
lhanual fuperiority of Oroonoko. Th* 
breaft of this difcomfited militants*^ now * 
corroded with envy, for which, when it has 

f Ram. No. 133,- 14^ J Ram. N<v i8j. 

• Gordon's Tacitus. 

attained 
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attained its height, perhaps, no remedy wilt 
be found in the gardens of phi lofophy : how* 
eVer fhemay boaft her phyfickof mind* 
her catharticks of vice, or lenitives of paf- 
fionf. He willingly iuffcred the corrofi- 
ons of inveterate hatred, and gave up his 
ttjidughts to the gloom of malice, and the 
perturbations of ftratagem. In curfe he 
delated Oroonoko'to aprefs-gang then in 
the vicinity, and got him conveyed into a 
tender, from which I relieved him not, 
tin after frequent folicitations and many 
fhjftraneous applications of intereft. 

^ Thus was I conftrained to take a foli- 
tary excurfion. Moreover my palfrey was 
fpavinifed, fo that being compelled to flog 
and calcitrate with all the ardour of impa- 
tience, he agitated me with fuch fevere ariti 
defiiltory commotions, that I fufFered a 
total perineal excoriation, which not emol- 
lients could medicate, the powers of me- 
diae alleviate, nor the (kill of phyficians 
$||ude. Jfcfct this my fole misfortune at 
that time was not*. The fpavination of 

my 
fRam. No, 2. 

* War at that time there was none* Thus Gordon, 
the firfl affe&ed author, who feemj to have met with 

encourage* 
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my fteed being now -meliorated by the 
warmth $ of exercitation ; and by the 
due alternate application of the curbing, 
flogging and fpurring powers, having re- 
duced him to an equable and moderate 
equitation, I continued tollutating along 
with the moft placid tranquillity, medi- 
tatiqg the fubjedt of a vernal fpeculation. 
But all of a fudden, my powers of atten- 
tion were arrouzcd, my meditations fuf- 
pended, and my concatenation of feminal 
ideas totally diflipatcd by a violent con- 
quaflfation of the umbrageous foliagd 
above, and a manifeft concuffion of the 
earth below. 'Tis* indeed, wonderful, as, 
with all the powers of defcriptive poetry* 
the Britifh Lucretius * expreffes it, 

With 
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Encouragement from our great men, chufes to tranf- 
late die following veiy fimple paflage in Tacitus* ' 

Nullem cd temp eft ate bdlum, * 

t Vid. Lucian. ' 

* Some of Mr. J — -n*s friends may her£$tb« 
je&, that his fentiments, with reipe£t to this poe& 
£re mifreprefented, and that no where in his wriP 
irigs hath he either commended him or called him 
the Britifh Lucretius. But I anfwer, that I am at 
far from imputing to him any of the opinions ad- 
vanced in this Rhapibdy, as I am from fathering 
upon him any of the adventures contained in it. 

'fit 
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With what accumulated force, 
Th* impetuous nerve of paftion urges on? 
The native weight and energy of THINGS! 
Pleaf. of Imagination* 

cc The caufeof this convulfive motion in 
nature, was a congrefs between a bard of 
fignal celebrity, and one of thofe nymphs 
who enjoy a perpetual fufceptibility of oo 
cafional delight. They were in the height 
of the Complicated joy, eagerly co-oper- 
atingand mutually accelerating the intend* 
ed event * , juft as I happened *to be amb* 
ling along. My fteed alarmed and terri* 
fied at thefe tumultuary phenomena, al- 
ternately plunged down his head, reared 

'Tw a fufficient warrant for me, if fbme authors of 
note in the world hare praifed Ak — -e*, and (Hied 
him our Lucretius. Befides, I have not that defpi- 
eable notion of Mr. J— — n's tafte* efpecially ia 
poetry, fome people affect to have. If we may judge 
of it, from what he hath himfelf done in that way, 
he muft defpife the other as heartily as I do. His 
imitations of Juvenal are truly excellent, and as 
much fuperior to the Pleafures of Imagination, as 
the Ramblers are inferior to the Tatlers and Spedta* 

tors. The truth is, Mr. J n has too much 

good fenfe to admire, and too great (kill in the poll* 
ticks of literature to applaud any body's nonfenfe but 
his own. 

* Eflay on Pope. Elera* of Criticifin. 

up 
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up on his pofteriors, and at laft deje&ed 
me with a headlong precipitation into a 
muddy ditch, and then, with an incredible 
acceleration of velocity, vertiginated along 
the arable, impregnated with a grain, 
which in England feeds the horfcs, but 
in Scotland fupports the people*. An* 
nihilation and exigence were now fo nearly 
equiponderant, that they lay in the trepi- 

* The abovfc is the definition given of Oats by 
Ijexiphanes in hit very facetious dictionary, and is, 
no doubt, intended oy him for a fercalm again ft 
the Scotah ; a people he is faid to hold in high 
contempt, and, in my opinion, very juftly too, for 
moil or them, I have been told, are his great ad- 
mirers, and fo much his very humble fervants, that 
they think it even an honour to be abufed by him. 
For my own part, the more I ftudy this exalted ge- 
nius, the more 1 am forced to admire him. For in- 
stance, one fhould naturally expect wit and humour in 
periodical Eflays, Novels, ana Romances j but read 
his Ramblers and Raflclas, you meet with nothing 
like it, nothing but what he calleth, tier* pbil<fipl<y % 
doUrvu$decfamatio* f anddi&mtmrial injtrmHion: where- 
as confult his dictionary, and there you have it with 
a vengeance* In fhort, he is author of the fir ft witty 
dictionary that ever was heard of. This, however^ 
is not all. Betides being witty and facetious, 'tis 
alio national, perfonal, political, and patriotical ; in 
a word, every thing but what it ought to be. for 
proof of which, betide the aforefaid article of oats, 
confult his definitions of Exciie, Favourite, Gazet- 
teer, Penfofi) Fenfioner, Revolution, fee* 

dationa 
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dations of the balance. I rifqued a fub- 
aqueous voyage*, a total interruption of 
reciprocal refpiration, a f comminution of 
life, in a curt, a fomfamiliation out of the 
univerfe. But our poet's powers of com- 
ixiiferation being aroufed at fuch a com- 
panionable object as I then exhibited, fuf- 
fered not his ardour for a reciprocation of 
pleafures and multiplying ftipulations to 
preppnderate over hisfeelings of humanity. 
He hied with al( the ardour of folicitude 
to deliver me from thofe ftagnatcd wacers 
of colleded impurity, where a frigorifick 
torpor had already begun to encroach on 
my veins J. He ftoop'd fublime§, and at 
laft reinftated me, and when my powers of 
obfervation wererefufcitated, exhibited an 
unufual appearance to my view. A ruddy 
plenilunar refplendent countenance, a vi- 
gorous athletick herculean form, arrayed 
in a rulty black coat, and dirty buck-fkin 
breeches. Senfible of the univerfality of 

* Ram. No. 109. 

f Ram. No. 108. Elem, of CriticHm. 
{ Sec Nounulin, the merchant's, 4yin# addrefs to 
Ms fon Almamoulin. Rami). Vol, 3. p. 80. 
6 Pkai.Imag.JJ.j.L. 268. 
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the caufe of my prefent infelicities, I roufc 
ed up all my particular powers of dolorous 
declamation, and warbled my groans with* 
uncommon elegance and energy*. I effuf- 
cd the following ejaculation againft the 
whole fpecies of nymphs who enjoy a per- 
petual fufceptibility of occafionaldelightf. 
4f May Lais, Thais, Limas, Lupa, Suc- 
cuba, Quadrantaria, Obolaria^ Euriole* 
Sthenio> Mtdufa, Erinnys, Megasra and 
Tyfiphonc — May all thefe, and all fuch 
ladies, whether fick or found, high or low, 
of blood arid title, or ditch and dunghill, 
natives, foreign or infernal— May this glo- 
rious group of Torrifmond's angels, thefc 
Gorgons, furies, harpies, leaches. Syrens, 
centaur-making Syrens ! paid or unpaid, 
keeping or kept, on fire or quenched, 
gcnevaed or citroned, in clofet or cellar, 
in tavern, bagnio, brothel, roundhoufe, 
Bridewell, or Newgate. — Oh may they 
ceafe, from this hour to fing pr dance, 
fmile or frown, pleafe or plague* pray or 
fwear, our Britifh, unbritifh youth, 
manhood Or age, out of their fenfes, 
* Ramb, No, 109, f-Rainb. No. hi. 

health, 
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health, eftates, reputation, human na- 
ture, and hopes of heaven ! 

€tr And thefc enchantreffes laying afide 
therr fpells, may the bewitched of Great- 
Britain recover their priftine form, as 
Circe's herd, at the prayer of Ulyffes. At 
the touch of my diferichanting pen, may 
they leap out of their hides for joy j and 
laying hold on their long-deferted defi- 
nition of man, reafon and two legs, walk 
uprightly for the future, 

<c Rejoice with me, my friend ! for do I 
dream, or didft thou not obferve ? Didft 
thou not hear ? Intonuit l<evum. As the 
dark cloud which caufed it is vaniftied, 
and a flood of light rulhes in ; fo fhall it 
fare with thee; I fee thy dawning reafon * 
I fee the break of my moral day. And 
what I fee, I fhall relate ; and what I re- 
late, tho' ftrange, let no man disbelieve** 

cc Concluding thus my ejaculation, the 
bard rejoined. 

Ah! what, my friend, hasprivatelifetodo 

WUhthingsof public nature? Why to view 

* This rant of inimitable nonfenfe, contained in 
the above three paragraphs, is taken word for word 
from a celebrated modern. Vid. Centaur not fabulous •. 

C 2 Would 
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Wouldyou,thuscruellythofefcenesunfbld, 
Which without pain and horror to behold, 
Muft citherfpeakmcmore orlefs than man j 
Which friends maypardon;but I never can§. 

" <f Having thus reciprocally rhapfodized, 
we difparted. The bard retired behind the 
umbrageous hedge, finally to accomplifh 
his interrupted repercufllonsof communi- 
cated pleafuresfl. As for myfelf, I was 
compelled to ambulate to Highgate, in 
order to evaporate the humidity of my ha- 
biliments, and contemper the malignity of 
frigorifick torpor withculinary irradiations. 
The Carevanferay to which my erratick 
fteps were accidentally condu&ed, was the 
emblematical fign of fecundity and confe- 
quential cuckoldom at Highgate. There, 
according to the wonted modes and forma- 
lities of the manfion, Ibccameobligat^d by 
a/double facramental ftipulation : in the 
firft place, never to imbibe fmall beer, 
whilft I could acquire corfvival ale, Uilcfs 
the formerwere endued with hightrpowers 
of fenfitive gratification. In the next place, 

%V\&.Church>lFs Conference. 
IJRamb.No. 148. 

never 
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never to folicit an erratick gratification from 
the menial fair, if I could obtain a recipro- 
cation of delight* with themiftrefs, unlefs 
I believed the hand-maid poffefled of 
greater powers to kindle the ardour of en- 
terprize, fet difficulties at defiance, Simu- 
late perfeverance, and prevent the remifiion 
of vigour, when (landing in procin£fu> on 
the point of obtaining the recompencef. 
€€ The ceremonial perplexities attending 
the conjuration, being finally adjufted, I 
entered into converfe with an Hibernian of 
fignal erudition, who fate tranquilly puff- 
ing the fumigations of the Calumet in an 
angle of the fuliginous hexagonal apart- 
ment. While we were univerfally engaged 
in the vivacious loquacity of our even- 
ing compotations, he requefted me to eja- 
culate a fentimental effufion. I bibulatedj 
the falubrity of our moft amiable fove- 
reign, the fafe parturition of his tranfeen- 
dental confort, and the happy increafe of 

* Ramb. 101. f Ramb. No. 207. ' 

j A cant word of the fame fort is put in Lexi> 
phanes's mouth, by Lucian, on much the fame occa- 
iion. See his Lexiphanes. I mud own, however, 
that I do not remember my hero has ufed it, 

C 3 the 
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pulcnt Grocer's nafal promontory, which, 
in a moment, fuffufed with fanguinary 
ftreams, his plenilunar refplendent counte- 
nance, and tarnifhed gold-laced waiftcoat. 
cc Ferocious inftillations of difcord were 
now transfufed by a rapid diffemination 
through the bofoms of the convivial and 
hitherto pacifick compotators. The Gro- 
cer debilitated by the imbecility and de- 
crepitude of age, and the exercitation of 
his priftine bruifing powers having been 
long reftrained by the unwieldinefs of cor- 
pulency, fuccumbed under the furies of 
force with the liftleflhefs of languor and 
defpondency of inferiority. But a Foe to 
Cattle, tho' a friend to a Grocer, and of 
equal celebrity for patriotick principles 
and liberal exhibition of pofterior vocife- 
ration, challenged and attacked the two- 
legged Confumer of Oats. Nor wanted 
citherButcheror Confumer, Friends, Allies 
and Confederates. The former was affifted 
fey the auxiliar virtues and fubfidiary aids 
pf patriots, anterior eru&ators, and po- 
fterior vociferators ;. and the the latter by 

courtiers*. 

2 
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courtiers, his fellow confumers of Oats, and 
joint muficians on the Caledonian violoiw- 
cello. Entirely inefficacious and totally 
fruftrancous were all the mediatory inter* 
ceflionsandreconciliatory intcrpofitions of 
rnyfelf, and the fentimental Hiberniafc, 
for a fufpenfion of hoftilities, and a ge- 
neral pacification. Finding the hearts of 
the antagonifts irremediably exacerbated 
with the corrofion of hatred* and recipro- 
cation of mifchief and reproaches, we 
concluded to repofe in the fliades of neu- 
trality, and ayoid a fortuitous percuflion 
under the fhelter of diftance* 

" Thus a combat royal enfued, a circu- 
latory war commenced. Various were the 
changes, viciffitudes and perplexities from 
the mutability of fortune, and vi&ory long 
hung doubtful in the trepidations of the 
balance and flu&uations of uncertainty*. . 
At laft, by the fortuitous fupervention and. 
fpontaneous intervention of the bard, in 
whom conftellated f with equal luftre all 
bluffing and poetical powers, who fatiated ; 

.* Ramb. No.. 295. f Raaib, No. aoi. 
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of his fufccptiblc nymph, had jufl: made a 
relinquifhment, the patriotick fids became 
preponderant. And now had a total dif- 
comfiture of the rifible Oat-confumers 
enfuecj, had not the Caledonian who began 
the civil difcord, and inteftine conflagra- 
ti alarmed two Highland militants then 
quartered in the Caravanferay by his idio- 
matical vociferation. L there nae help here 
for poor Scotland? bauled he out with reite- 
rated efforts. At laft the variegated mi- 
litants appeared, making flaming circula- 
tory irradiations with their brandifhed 
broad fwords, and emitting terrible facra- 
mental denounciations of mortal purpofe^ 
of inftant vengeance, death and deftruc- 
tion. The combatants immediately fur- 
ceafed, and the Grocer, all tcrror-ftruck 
with the dieadful exhibition, occumbtd in 
a fwoon. Our olfattory powers wtre now 
overcome by the odoriferous fleams that 
ifiued fiom him in a moft exuberant effu- 
fion, and afforded us a conje&ural glimpfe|| 
of what had been tranfa&ed under his fe- 

' jlRamb.No. i6gt« 

moral 
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moral habiliments. A parley then enfued 
between the Murtherer of Bullocks and 
Confumer of Oats, and preliminary arti- 
cles for an amicable congrefs were finally 
adj ufted. The Foe to Cattle obtefted that 
he entertained no antipathy to the Ca- 
ledonian emigrant or his country j and the 
two-legged Confumer of Oats deprecated 
forgivenefs for a/faulting his convivial af- 
fociate the Grocer, and above all, for in- 
fringing the CUitn of Rights, the Magna 
Cbarta of all true-born Englifhmen, with 
refpeft to the liberal, publick and unre- 
strained exhibition of their powers of an- 
terior eru&ation and poftc rior vociferationi 
and promifed with all the folcmnity of 
Stipulation, that he would never offend in 
a point of that tender and delicate con- 
cernment for the future. 

" Thus a perfect harmony, and gene- 
ral tranquillity were happily reftored. And 
a lading and permanent pacification, of 
which the learned Hibernian and myfelf 
had been the mediators, and were now the 
Guarantees, was finally concluded, pn terms 
by which the refpeftivc honours and inter- 

cfti 
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efts of the belligerant powers were equally 
confulted. A reciprocal and mod: ami- 
cable intermixture and conquaftation of 
hands, with the moft refpe&ful profeffions 
in the moft fonorous periods of everlafting 
amity, paft now between the Cow-killer 
and Oat-mcal-eater. They vociferated for 
fupernumerary f pots of porter, with all 
the ardour of impatience, which were in- 
troduced and evacuated with all the filent 
celerity of timef. Finally, of this civil 
commotion, this national dificntion, no 
•confequerrtial traces remained, but excre- 
mental effufions in the Grocer's femoral 
habiliments, cerulean fanguinary fuffufions , 
all around the Caledonian's luminaries, , 
and a pruriginous, herpettcal and incur- 
able eruption of puftules in the digitary in- 
terftices, and over the brachial regions, 
which the Murtherer of Bullocks had con<- 
trafted by too frequent, prolonged and 
intimate contaft with the correfponding 
members of his novel confederate and con- 

•Ramb.No. 109. + Ramb.No. *, . 
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yivial aflbciate, the two-legged Confumer 
©fOati\ 

« The 

* It is foid, foreign gentlemen arc at prefent much 
addieled to the ftuoy ot our language. A thing I 
am heartily lorry (hould take place, till the telle of 
the pubiick, at leaft with refpt&t to the autliori we 
admire, be a little amended. They may not only 
entertain a very contemptible opinion or us ai to 
tliat article, but alio be led to conceive the nrangeft 
notions of our laws, cuitoms and manners ; and what 
is yet more unlucky* conclude that the natives of one 
of our three kingdoms are really no better than ir- 
rational, irrifible, four-legged animals, and confider- 
ed by their fellow -fubje&s, and the legiflaturc in no 
other capacity. I am led into this train of reflection, 
by the following advert ifement, which I met with the 
other Day in the Daily Advertifer. 

" The Confumcrs of oats, within the cities of Lon- 
don and Weftminiler, and Borough of Southwark, 
and who fubicribed towauls the expences of obtain- 
ing the laft act of parliament for empowering the 
juftices in London to grant a certificate of the price 
of oats, four times a year, are defired to meet their 
Committee, at the Sun-Tavern, in St. Paul's Church- 
yard, this day, being the 19th of December inftant, 
at live o'clock in the afternoon, on fpecial affairs." 

Now, whoever confiders the definition of oats, 
given by JLexiphanes in his dictionary, and quoted 
in page 23d of this dialogue, cannot conceive any 
thing to be meant by Couf timers of Osts, in the gene- 
ral and comprehenfive fenfc of the ex predion, other 
than Engiiflk borfh or *$*rts y and Scotch mm or wm*t* 
'Tis certain, a foreigner who ftudies our language 
grammatically, and who muft naturally look upon 
this work of our renowned Lexicographer, as the 
ftaadard of our tongue, and have recowfe to it, in 

order 
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1 " The fentimental Hibernian, and mjr- 
felf, left them in the height of their ami- 
Cable compotations and fimultaneoufly re- 
turned 

order to learn the ftrength and idiom, and peculiar 
meaning and energy of our words and phrafe&; 
'tis certain, I fay, that fuch a perfon, in fuch a cafe, 
could underftand nothing elfe by it. What then 
muft we think of the above advertifement ? will he 
not naturally conclude, that 'tis an ordinary thing 
in London, for Horfes and Scotch men to meet at 
a tavern, like friends and acquaintances, over a 
bottle ; to appoint committees, out of their refpec- 
tive bodies, to confult together on their fpecial af- 
fairs ! and jointly to addrefs fuch a venerable fo- 
ciety as their worlhips, the Juftices, about their near- 
eft and molt important concern, namely, theprice «f 
Oats, their common food f 

Ambiguities of this kind, which may be produc- 
tive of very troublefome mi flakes and inconvenien- 
cies, are great imperfections in a language, and 
ought carefully to be guarded againft. It wonld 
be labour thrown away to petition the great Lexi- 
phanes, to alter one tittle, or jota of his dictionary, 
and to accommodate it to our weaknefs and prejudi- 
ces ; barely to fuggeft the expediency of fuch a mea- 
sure, would be high treafon againft his Lexicographi- 
cal powers and authority. L muft therefore content 
jnyielf with befeeching the ingenious compilers of 
the Daily Advertifer, the next time they have occa- 
. fion to iniert fuch an advertilement, that they would 
have the goodnefs to add, to Confumers of Oats, the 
epithets of T<voo4egged, Rijible or Rational. Yet, on 
fecond thoughts, even this honourable addition 
will not altogether do the bufinefs. For I humbly 
apprehend no Englifhman can be faid, in the pro- 
per aud obvious fenfe, to be a conimner of oats. 

No, 
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turned to GrayVInn, in the periodical iti- 
nerant vehicle. And there I had not long 
been, when Megalonymus, the Attorney, 
inchoated an adtion againft me, at the fuit 
of the mercenary owner of the condufti* 
tious palfrey, which, in the courfe of his 
vertiginous gambols, had taken an erratick 

No, they are confumers of the whiteft of wheat-flour, 
adulterated only with lime and allum, and fome few 
other poifonous materials. That, however, is no- 
thing. Therefore in the room of Confumers, I would 
have them fubflitute Buyers and Sellers, which will 
effectually anfwer the purpofe. 

The advice I have given, I have myfelf followed. 
For wherever the Caledonian, the hero in the na- 
tional quarrel occafioned by that true-horn EngUJb- 
man and Jignal patriot the Grocer ', is mentioned as a 
Confumer of Oats, I have conftantly added the dis- 
tinction of Two-legged or Rtfble, that he might at 
no time be mi (taken for a Horie, hie brother Con- 
fumer. But I have not ventured to honour him with 
the additional of rational, as apprehending the whole 
being put in Lexiphanes's mouth, that might be out 
of character. For he is known to hold the northern 
inhabitants of our ifland in fuch fovereign contempt, 
that it is much to be queftioned whether he reckons 
them an order of beings fuperior to Bears or Baboons. 
However their property of two-leggednefs can never 
be difputed, and I hope many of them have (hewn 
their Powers of Rifibility, by laughing very heartily 
at Him. For in fact, I know not a more laughable, 
a more ridiculous object in the univerfe, than fuch 
a folemn, felf-conceited, haughty, overbearing, p6- 
dantick old-ichool-boy, as myLexiphanes. 

progrefs 
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progrefs to fuch a diftance, and with fuch 
velocity, that he could not be re-appre- 
hended. The bard, confeious that the vi- 
olence of his repercuflions, and the irn- 
petuofity *of his impaffioned nerve, was the 
priftine caufe of all my complicated infe- 
licities, and <:omkk calamities f> has pro- 
cured methefurety of his two bookfellers. 
My council is Pertinax$, who being early 
initiated in a thoufand tow ftratagems, 
nimble fliifts, and lly concealments, con- 
tracted an intellectual malady which infe&- 
rd his reafon, and from blaftrng the blof- 
ibms of knowledge, proceeded in time to 
canker its root. At riper years, he caught 
the contagion of vanity, and diftinguiftied 
fnmfclfbyfophifms and paradoxes till his 
ideas were confufed, his judgment emba- 
raffed, and his intellects diftorted. But 
growing weary of a perpetual equipoife of 
the mind, he prefcribed a new regimen to 
his underftanding, and being at length re- 
covered from his argumental delirium, 

* This word is mightily commended for found, 
&c. in the Elem. of Criticiim. f Ramb. No. 1 76. 
; See Pertinax's Letter, No. 95. 

with 
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with which he was wont to darken gaiety, 
and perplex ratiocination, he now applies 
his powers with great fedulity to die ac- 
quirement of legiflatire fcience. The trial 
makes its approximation with the filent 
celerity o£ time, notwithftanding 

The law '• delay, the proud man's contumely, 
The infolence of office, and the fpurns 
Which patient merit of the unworthy takes, 

<c I had no fooner eiFufed this ejaculation 
toHypertatus, than Mifocapeltas, Henne- 
ticus, Hymeneus, Captator, Eubulua* and 
Quifquilius * came up and f conjoined us. 
It was impoflible for me not to fuecumb $ 
under the conjunft importunities of fo 
many illuftrious aflbciates, who all fnnul- 
taneoufly obfecrated me to accompany 
them in an ambulatory projeft to the wake- 
ful harbinger of day § at Chelfea, and there 
to recreate and invigorate our powers with 
buns, convivial ale, and a fober erratick 
game at flcittles. At length I adhibited 

* Characters or correfpondents of our Author in 
the Rambler, 

f Elements of Criticifm. J Robcrtibn. 

§ In Engliih the fign of the Cock. 

my 
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my confent, though with an extremity of 
r^lu&ance, owing to the implacability of 
the pain of my fundamental excoriations, 
which were fo highly exafperated by the 
adhefions of my everlafting thickfets, 
that defpair grafped my agonizing bofom, 
and I dreaded their termination in a fiftula. 
But the pleafing powers * and grateful 
honours of their converfation, and above 
al^ converting my thoughts to the ambi- 
tion of aerial crowns, 

And fuperlunary felicities J, 
obtunded.the acrimony of my dolorous 
fituation. 

"Mifocapelusfhad pa fled his officinal 
ftate behind the counter of a haberdafher ; 
he had applied all his powers to the know- 
ledge of his trade, fo that he quickly be- 
came a critick in fmall wares, and a fkilful 
contriver of new mixtures of colorifick va- 
riety. In the fourth year of his officinal- 
fhip* he paid a vifit to his rural friends^ 
where he expe&ed to be confulted as a 
rnafter of pecuniary knowledge, and oracle 

* Akejnfide. J Night Thoughts, 

f Sec Mifecapelus's Letter, No, 116,-123. 
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of the mode, But, unhappily, a colonel 
of the guards, with a carelefs gaiety and un- 
ceremonious civility ; and a fludent of the 
Temple, with lefs attra&ion of mien, but 
greater powers of elocution, fo abft rafted 
all his auditors whilft he wasexhauftinghis 
defcriptive powers in a minute repreftn- 
tation of a lord mayor's triumphal folem- 
nity, that thenceforth he could exhibit no 
other proofs of his exiftence, than naming 
the toad in his turn. After the death of 
his elder brother, who died of drunken joy, 
he commenced gentleman, but with great 
infelicity of attempt. For with a double 
quantity of lace on his coat, a forbidding 
frown, a fmile of condefcenfion, a flight 
falutation, an. abrupt departure, and a ver- 
tiginous motion on his heel with much le- 
vity and fp ightlinefs, he has not attained 
his refolurion of dazzling intimacy to a 
fitter diftance, or inhibiting its approaches 
with its ufu.:l phrafes of benevolence. He 
has had iucceflive circumrotations through 
the chara&m of Squire, Cntxk, Game- 
fter, and Foxhuruer, but has at laft dege- 
nerated into that of a Taylor * in which 

capacity 
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capacity he has beea recommended to* all, 
her numerous circle of acquaintance, by 
the mifchieyou9 generofity of Ferocula,. 
whom he once affifted, in the prefence of 
hundreds, in an altercation for fix-pence 
with a hackney coachman. 

c * * HymenseuSy a curious indagator f 
into feminine fee rets, had long been an, 
unfuccefsful hymeneal folicitor, and feem~ 
ed to lie under the penal fevcrity of being, 
doomed to frozen celibacy, and of being ex- 
cluded by an* irre ver fib] e decree from all 
hopes of: connubial, felicity. He breathed 
out the fighs of his firft affe&ion at the feet 
of the gay, the fpankling, the vivacious 
Ferocula, for he looked with veneration 
on her readinefs of expedients, contempt 
of difficulty, affurance - of addrefs, and 
promptitude of replyj. He paid his fubfe- 
quent addrefles to the deep-read Mifothea, 
the inexorable enemy of ignorant pertnefs 
and puerile levity, who fcaroely conde- 
fcended to infufe tea but for the linguift, 

*For the hard words and Lexiphankk beauties 
©f this paragraph, confutt the letters figncd Hyme- 
nals and Tranquilla, ia the Rambler. 

f Night Thoughts. J A Quaternion. 

the 



r 



LEXIPHANES. 47 

the geometrician, the. aftroaomer, or the 
poet. She was only so be gained by the 
fcholar who could overpower x her by dif- 
putation, Amidfl: the fondeft ardours of 
courtfhip fhe could call for a definition* 
and contemned every argument for fixing* 
the day of his felicity, that could not be, 
reduced to regular fyllogiftical argumen- 
tation. Thirdly, he folicited connubial 
conjunction with the calm, the prudent, 
the oeconomical Sophronia j but furely it 
might be forgiven him if he forgot the 
decency of common forms, when from an 
excefs of her oeconomical folicitudes * (he 
difcharged her maid Phillida for breaking 
fix teeth of an ivory comb, which had coft 
her three half crowns. Soon aftQi an in- 
vitation to fup with one of hfeftefy hy- - 
meneal folicitors, made him, by a con- 
certed chance, acquainted with Camilla, 
He could not fuppreft fome raptures* of 
admiration and flutters of defire, and was 
eafily perfuaded to make nearer approxi- 
mations* But he found that fhe madefuch 

* Ram. No. 162. 

gone* 
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generous advances to the verges of virility, 
that he thought not his quiet and honour 
to be entrufted to fuch audacious virtue, 
which could not but be-fugaciousf, as it 
yas hourly courting danger, and folicit- 
ing aflault. His next miftrefs was the 
nicely tricked Nitella, but he was difgufted 
at the fuperftitious regularity of her apart- 
ments, the occafionality and ambitioufnefs 
of her drefs, and want of familiarization 
to her own ornaments. , And now his ev\l 
deftiny condufted him to a Charybdis, 
whofe moderate defires for feals and fnuff- 
boxes, rifing by degrees to a rapacity for 
* gold and diamonds, effe&uatedafuperad- 
dition of one more, to fix and forty fruf- 
traneous hymeneal folicitors. Laftly,Im- 
peria took pofleffion of his heart, but kept 
it not long. He left her to grow wife at 
leifure, or continue in error at her own 
expence. Thus he had hitherto pafied his 
life in frozen celibacy, tJ!s friends indeed 
told him, that he drefled up an ideal 
charmer in all the radiance of perfeftion, 
and then entered the world to gaze for a 
fimilar excellency in corporeal beauty. 

f Sterne's Sermons. 

i ' But 
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But furely it was not madnefs to hope for 
fome terreftrial ladji unftaincd. At laft, 
through the intervention of the Rambler, 
and without any danger of malignant faf- 
cination, or multiplying ftipulations, hfi 
was coalited* in a coftnubial conjunction 
.with " Tranquilla, whofe ears had been 
made delicate by riot of adulationf, who 
liad danced the round of gaiety amidft the 
murmurs of envy and gratulations of ap - 
plaufe, been attended from pleafure to 
plcafure by the fuperciliouftiefs of gran- 
deur, the levity of fprigb^Hnefs^ and 
the glitter of vanity J ; and feen her re- 
gard folicited by the obfequioufnefs of ga~ 
lantry, the gaiety of wit, and timidity of 
love§. Their profpe&s were fuc||r that 
they fpread themfelves into the boundlefs 
regions of eternity. J$ut they were doom- 
ed to give one inftance more of the uncer- 
tainty of human difcernment, and the fra- 
gility of connubial hopes of felicity. The 
extreme delicacy of Tranquilla had been 
fbmewhat offended at a warty cxcrefcence 
on the tip of Hymeneus's little finger ; 

* Hume's Hiftoiy. t f Rambler, No. 119. 
X Rambler, No. 145. § A double Triad. 
y D and 
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and that of Hymcneus in totality difgufted 
at a fmall mole obuq$brated with a ceru- 
lean exuberance of capillary honours on 
the infideof Tranquilla's femoral regions, 
a little above the dexter genuflexion. They 
now became diffbcial, and their children 
were foris-familiated. And Hymeneus, 
unable to reprefs the accumulated invigo- 
ration of his powers, has grown enam- 
oured of the generick * habit and inter- 
dicted happinefs of incidental repercuf- 
fions, in the frleftion of which he is de- 
termined by the vibratiuncles and arma-. 
ture of Hermeticus's artificial magnets. 

c < Hermeticus has for a long time applied 
his corporeal and mental powers to the 
wonc|gjs every day produced by the pokers 
of magnetifm and wheels of eleftricity. 
He has fallen eleven times fpeechlefs with 
ele&rical (hocks, he has twice diflocated 
his limbs, and once fraftured his fkull in 
eflaying to fly, and four times endanger- 
ed his life by fubmitting to the transfufion 
of blood But he v has now entered into a 
zealous competition for magnetical fame, 

* Elements of Criticifm. 

Owing 
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©wing to a hint of the Rabbi Abraham 
ben Hannafe, he has difcovered a method 
of dete&ing connubial wickednefs, and pre - 
ferving the connubial compaft from vrola- 
tion. It is an armature * of a particular 
metallickcompofition, which concentrates 
the virtue, and determines the agency of 
magnets, to difcovef, by the nature and 
quality of their reciprocating vibratiuncles* 
all the different modifications wherein 
breachesof connubial fidelity and the laws 
of chftaftity had been confummated. 

u Eubulus is now labouripg in the wheel 
of anxious dependance. His uncle, who 
fupplied him with exuberance of money, 
and maintained him in pecuniary^ impu- 
dence, that he might learn ta become his* 
dignity when he fhould be made Lord 
Chancellor, which he often lamented that 
the increafe of hisimbccillities and decre- 
pitude was very likely to preclude him 
from feeing, had frequently harrafled hirtf 
with monitory letters. But Eubulus at 
laft refolved to teach young men in What 
manner grey- bearded infolence ought to 
be treated. He therefore* one evening; 
D 2 - took 
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took his pen in hand, and after having 
rouzed his powers to a due ftate of anima* 
tion with a catch, wrote a general anfwer 
to all his monitions with fuch vivacity of 
turn, fuch elegance of irony, and fuch af- 
perity of farcafm, that he convulfed a large 
company with urfiverfal laughter, kindled 
up anundiftinguifhed blaze of merriment, 
raifedan unintcrmitted ftream ofjocularity, 
difturbed the whole neighbourhood with 
vociferations of applaufe, and five days 
afterwards was anfwered, that he mifft be 
content to live upon his own cftate. 

€€ Captator had an unrefifting fupplenefs 
of temper, and an infatiable cupidity for 
riches, yet he never felt the ftimulations of 
curiofity, nor ardour of adventure. There- 
fore, when the failor propofed a voyage, 
be fell fick under his mother's dire&ion, 
who employed fuch fuperfluity of artifice, 
that fitf was with difficulty perfuaded not 
to endanger her health with noftural at- 
tendance. This deceit was difcovered to 
the failor by his mother's handmaid, when 
he made her amorous advances, and foli- 
citedher with hymeneal ftipulations. The 

'. ;: Squire 
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Squire was likewife difgufted, and he now 
depends folely on the chambermaid $ and 
if the old woman ihould likewife at laft 
deceive him, is in danger at once of beg- 
gary and ignorance. 

" Quifquilius has brought inconvenien- 
cres on himfelf by an unextinguifhable ar- 
dour of curiofity, and an unremitted per- 
severance in the acquifition of the Induc- 
tions of art and nature. Yet he does not 
wi(h to ftimulate the envy of unfuccefsful 
colltftors by too pompous a difplay of his 
fcientifick wealth. Thefe accumulations 
have not been made without fome diminu- 
tion of his fortune ; he ha$ transferred his 
money from the funds to his clofet, and 
has at laft mortgaged his land, to purchafe 
thirty medals which " he could never find 
before. For curiofity trafficking with ava- 
rice, the wealth of India had not been 
enough. The cruelty of his creditors has 
made an expilation of his repofuory, and 
he will be conftrainedto diffeminate, by a 
rapid fale> what the labour of an age will 
not re-colledt and rc-afTemble. He has 
made me a prcfent of two vials, in one of 
D 3 v which 



54 LEXIPHANES. 

which is dew brufhed from a Banana, in 
the gardens of Ifpahan $ in the other brine, 
that once vertiginated in the Pacifick 
Ocean, for which he defires no other re- 
compence, than that I fhbuld recommend 
his catalogue to the public. 

" Such were my convivial aflbciates * $ 
.and while we continued our viatorial pro- 
greffiofc through the royal perambulations, 
we fortuitoufly occurred that celeftial mc- 
ditant Mr. James Hervey, in whom exu- 
berance of magnanimous fentiment and 
ebullition x>f genius f are fo fignally con- 
ftellated. Our occurence was near the 
gate heretofore denominated from a noble- 
man on whofe produdtions there is no 
ftamp of genius J, but which are in reality 

* For thefe four characters, fee Ramb. No. 1 99, 
26, 198, 82. f Ramb. No. 129. 

X Sheifield, Duke of Buckingham. This is the 
charade r given by Warton, in his EfTay on Pope, 
of that Nobleman's writings. I own that Lexipha- 
nes does not in fo many words, call them pages of 
inanity. He applies that expreflion to Walfh. But 
he does \\ hat is equivalent. He fays, in his Idler, 
I think, poiterity will wonder how fuch men as Shef- 
field and Lanfdowne ever came to have any reputa- 
tion. What muft pofterity think of the prefent age, 
in which this dogmatical pedant has obtained fo great 
a reputation ! 

pages 
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pages of inanity. But it is now, with 
greater propriety of appellation, dignified 
from our moft amiable fovcreign's trans- 
cendental confort. Without pre-fuppofing 
impoflibilities of anticipating fruftration, 
we folicited his company with the fonorous* 
periods of refpe&ful profeflion, that while 
we fhould be difporting with the bowl and 
pins, he might be agglomerating medita- 
tions on the penfilefpiky pods of the bloom- 
ing religiofos of the gardens; but he tranf- 
mitted us a declinature in themonofyllables 
of coldnefs, for he was going to effufe the 
fair creation f of his praying powers at 
the bed-fide of a penitential nymph in 
Lewkener's-lane. However, he gave us 
a promifibry note he would fubjoin a def- 
cant on the creation^. 

* c At length we arrived at the place o " 
our original deftination, without any in- 
tercepting^ interruption; only Hymenaeus 
and Hermeticus would have diverted into 
the fountain in the Five Fields, in order to 

*Ramb. No. 194. 

f Pleaf. of Imag. B. 2. 1. 38. 

J Hervey's Meditations. § Raflelas. 

D 4 try 
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try fomc magnetical experiments on an 
ambulatory nymph, who Teemed pcrpetur 
ally fufceptible of occafional delight. But 
they were reftrained, as well by the unex- 
pected appearance of Tranquilla, who juft 
then tollutated along in arotacory vehicle, 
as by the unanimous fimulfaneity of our 
prohibitory fupplications. On our ingref$ 
into the fcene of fkittleary contention, we 
expedited ambafladors with plenary powers 
to procure us buttered buns, charming 
Chefhire cheefe, tart tit-bit tartlets, rare 
ripe raddifhes, and recent rolls * j we en- 
hanced our reciprocal felicity by quaffing 
convivial Burton j and we difported with 
the bowl and pins. At lad:, after various 
viciflitudes and revolutions of a vehement 
contention, andardent competition forflcit- 
tleary reputation, the totality of the reckon- 
ingdevolveduponQuifquilius.Quifquilius, 

* Alliteration ; a figure Lexiphanes feems to be 
Sometimes very fond of, though I do not fay he has 
ever carried it to that excefs of affectation, in which it 
is found in the paflage referred to, or in the foregoing 
Javory Jbeeps-heads, prime pigs petty toes, and plump plumb* 
pudding ; but I thought it not amifs, to give into the 
Caricatura a little now and then, a thing I have fel- 
dom had occafion of doing, 

being 
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being devoid of pecuniary flores, offered to 
depofite as a mode of hypothecal fecurity, 
the (lings of four wafps, that had been 
taken torpid in their winter quarters. 
But the landlord rejefted the proffer with 
an indignantfpeer of pecuniary impudence. 
Quifquilius vainly alleged, with all the 
powers of deprecating rhetorical perfuafion, 
that the wafps from whom the flings had 
been extradted, coft him the annual rent 
of the farm where they had been caught, 
when under the influence* of frigorifick 
torpor. The unfeeling governor of the 
caravanferay replied not, but with a trite 
faying of proverbial vulgarifm -, A fool 
and his money are foon parted. At laft, 
after a tedious altercation, Mifocapelus, 
inftigated by the ramifications of private 
friend/hip, difburfed the fymboL 

" When now we had with fome difficul- 
ty effectuated a relinquifhment of this dig- 
nified fcencoffkittlcary contention, a dufky 
and cerulean darknefs had begun to obum- 
brate the fupcrficies of the conftellated re- 
gions, and todiminifh the horizon of our 
profpetts. We ambulated homeward, aid* 
D 5 cd 
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ed by the declining corufcations of a ere- 
pufcular glimmering. In our viatorial pro- 
greflion, we were now oppofite the Portcr- 
bello, where latrocinary Homicides wont 
to lurk, and make incurfions on unfufpec* 
ting way-farers, and comminutions of their 
purfes and lives. Terrification feized me 
from the drearinefs of the fcene, and the 
refleftion that the ghofts of the murdered 
might now be hovering round the fatal 
places where their terreftrial exiftences had 
been comminuted. Eubulus, that infidel 
and infoknt contemner of grey- bearded 
wifdorri, obferving the tremulous commo- 
tion of my nerves, and" entertaining a 
conje&ural glimpfe of my mental fitua- 
tion, apprehended me by the fleeve, vo- 
ciferating with all the femblanee of terror : 
Behold an apparition, the ghoftof a mur- 
dered traveller ! I adverted my luminaries 
diredlly forward, and gazed an objeft feem- 
ingly of immenfe magnitude, and arrayed 
in a vefture of fhining radiance. I fuffer- 
ed a reduplication of horrifick terrors, and 
again Eubulus exclaimed ; *Tis FANNYS 
'tis Mife FANNY herfelf, the very iden- 
tical 
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tical ghoft of Cock-lane ! flic is come to 
punifh and terrify a fceptical unbelieving 
world. Heareft thou not, her percuflions 
of negation, her repercuflions of affirma- 
tion, and her fcalpations 9f indignation*? 

cc Succumbing now under an accumula- 
tion, of horrors, a&uated as if I had been 
a meer involuntary mechanift, and having 
interje&ed a circumftantial paufef, I thus 
ejaculated. 

Angels and minifters of grace defend 119 ! 
Be thou a fpirit of health !' or goblin damn'd ! 
Bring with the airs from heaven, orblafts from hell ! 
Be thy events wicked or charitable ! 
Thou com'ft in fuch a queftionable fliape 
That I will fpeak to thee ! I'll call thee FANNY t 
Maid ! miftrefs ! injur'd fair ! what may this mean, 
That thou dead corfe again, in winding meet, 
Revifit*ft thus the glimpfe crepufcular 

* It feems, that in the language of the famous 
Cock-lane Ghoft, a (ingle knock lignified No> a 
double one Tes y and fcratching imported difpleajure y 
'Tis pity Mifs Fanny fo foon difcontinued her vifits 
to this world, otherwife it may be piefumed, Lexl- 
phanes, who, 'tis laid, was- a very diligent and at- 
tentive fcholar, would have become as great an adept 
r in the dialect of Ghoft s, as Homer was in that of the 
Gods, or as he himfelf in his own mother tongue. 
It might, in time, have furniflied our great Lexico- 
grapher with materials for a dictionary of the Lan- 
guage of Spirits. 

f Elements of Criticifm. 

I) 6 Making 
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Making it hideous ; and us FOOLS of NATURE 
So horribly to fhake our difpofitions 
With thoughts beyond the reaches of our fouls, 
Wherefore, what may this mean ? 

" Whilft thus ejaculating, Hypertatus, 
with that magnanimity of fcntiment, that 
undauntednefs of refolution, and that intre- 
pidity of courage, derived from his habita- 
tion in the elevated regions of a garret, 
approached the place where the apparition 
feemed to lie, fated in torpid immobility. 
But at his approximation it ftarted like a 
guilty thing, and ran vagiflating along the 
champain, as if it had been the youthful 
mafculine offspring of a Tauro vaccineal 
conjunftion. 

c4 At thisunexpe&ed exhibition, my fel- 
lowcompotatorswere totally convulfed with 
univerfal laughter $ and even Hypertatus 
himfelf, my moft amicable convivial aflb- 
ciate, could not altogether reprefs the in- 
ftantaneous emotions of merriment*. As 
for myfelf, I reprehended Eubulus, with 
the fonorous vociferations of anger, and 
told him that the precipitation of his inex- 
perience ought to be fliackled by a proper 

* Ram. No. 176. 

timidity j 
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timidity f; andthatthoughhe had answer- 
ed his uncle's monitory letters with fuch vi- 
vacity of turn, fuch elegance of irony, and 
fuch afperity of farcafm, that he had left 
him henceforth to live upon his own eftate; 
and that though he had retorted the irony 
of his patron Hilarius, equally renowned 
for the extent of his knowledge, the ele- 
gance of his diftion, and the acutenefs of 
his wit, with fuch fpirit, that he foon 
convinced him his purpofe was not to en- 
courage a rival, but to fofter a parafite*; 
1 told him, I fay, that he fhould not with 
impunity derogate from my dictatorial im- 
portance, remuneratory honours, and ac- 
cumulations of preparatory knowledge, 
with the pertnefs of puerility, the levity of 
contempt, and tht derifion of ridicule. 
Eubulus, though he could hardly articu- 
late for a fuffocation of rifibility, declared 
with profound facramental obteftations, 
that he had himfelf laboured under fimilar 
powers of deception. A believed him 
not, and threatened to cbnvift him of the 

f Ram. No. 159. * Ram. No. 26, 27. 

tortuofity 
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tortuofity of his imaginary re&itudc by* 
manual fyllogifms, fiftical applications, 
and baculinary argumention, 

cc But Hypertatus recalled us from ex- 
centricity*, and by an extemporaneous 
Iprightlinefs, a happy interruption, and an-, 
tidotal intervention, repreffed our animofi- 
ty, compofed our differences, andreftored 
our hilarity. He lured and rouzed us 
from a vivacious loquacity, a torpid rifibi- 
lity, and languifhmentofmattentionf, by 
effufing, in a ftrain of peculiar eloquence, 
an elaborate ditfertation on the multiplicity 
of bufinefs, aftoniftiing intellectual powers, 
and accelerated train of perceptions $ in 
the mind of the dwarfifh drawer, Mr. John 
Coan. It is not to be conceived, Taid he, 
what length a habit of aftivity in affairs 
will carry fome men. Let a ftranger, or 
let any perfon to whom the fight is not 

* Ramb. No. 151. f Ramb. No. 124. 

X The rhapfody drawing now near a clofe, I have 
exhaujied all my powers, in bringing together, in this 
and the two foregoing paragraphs, a firing of Mr. 

J > s favourite figures of fpeech, namely, of 

fenielefs unmeaning Triads, all in the true Lexipha- 
nick tafte, and moft of 'em really to be found in his 
Ramblers, 

familiar* 
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familiar, attend the drawer at the Cock, 
through the labours but of one day, dur- 
ing a feafon of fkittle-playing : How great 
will be his aftonifhment ! What multipli- 
city of in-and-out-of-door-bufinefs, what 
profound attention, and what elaborate 
application to matters of Beer-drawing ! 
The train of perceptions muft, in this great 
diminutive, be accelerated far beyond the 
common courfe of nature. Yet no con- 
fufion nor hurry ; but in every reckoning 
the greateftjuftnefs and accuracy. Such 
is the force of habit ! How happy is man 
to have the command of a principle of 
aftion, that can elevate him fo far above 
the ordinary condition of humanity*! 

" On 

* This rant of Hypertatus, only reading Chancel- 
lor of Great Britain, for Drawer at the Cock, lanxt-buji- 
nefs, for in-and-out-ofdoor-bujinefs,feflion of Parliament^ 
for feafon of Skittle-playing, and government, for beer- 
drawing, is almoft word for word a rant in the 
Elements of Criticifm, inpraife of a late Chancellor, 
The original was compofed, as the margin informs 
us, in 1753, the parody in 1763. The reader 14 may 
confult what the fame author fays a few pages after- 
wards, about ridicule and parodies. Hejuftly ob- 
ferves, that a parody may be fucce&fully jufed either 
when it does or does 'not ridicule the original paffage 
it refers to. The foregoing is a parody of the former 
^ fort. 
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cc On our ingrcding the royal walks we 

became diffocial and difparted. Mifoca- 

pelus, Cuptator, Eubulus, and Quifqui- 

lius properated before, with a rapid ofci- 

-tancy. The Squire to his firft floor 3 the 

*fort. For, as it happens, the thoughts, fuch as they 
are, may be applied with the fame truth and pro- 
priety to either peribnage, whether the Chancellor 
or the Drawer, provided they be alike expert in their 
refpective occupations, And it likewife affordeth 
lis, a very apt and happy in fiance to fhew how much 
ridicule is the teft of truth and juftnefs of thought ; 
' which by the bye this very irigeriiu? writer proveth 
in the chapter referred to, and in a clearer and con- 
ciier manner than I remember to have met with. 

The reafon is what follows. Lord K confines 

the praifes of a very great man, I believe, to qualities, 
fuch as mere habits, a quick fucceffion of perceptions 
and tranfition from one fort of bufinefs to another, 
qualities that are common and in equal or greater 
perfection among the loweft vulgar, and employed 
by them in the meanefi: and moft infi gnificant pur- 
suits. Whereas had he celebrated him for the diffi* 
culty and importance of his acquirements, his m- 
flexible integrity and uncealing labours in the fervice 
of his country, and in the duties of his high and ex- 
alted office, I think in that cafe the keeneft and moft 
licentious ridicule, might be fafely fet at defiance, 
provided, however, there were no quaint, affe&ed or 
Lexiphanick expreffions, fuch as the retarded or ac- 
celerated train of perceptions, &c. This reflection ap- 
pears to me fo obvious, I wonder it eicaped the 
author, efpecially one who hath fhewn fuch depth of 
thought and admirable penetration in unfoldihg <*$£ 
moft intricate turnings and windings of the huh^aii 
heart, understanding and conftirution. 

reft 
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jrcfl: to their garrets. I lingered behind, 
detained by my fundamental malady. Hy- 
menals, H^rmeticus, and Hyper tatuspre- 
ferved a fimilarpace, curious to gaze the 
venal charms of ambling nymphs. Amidft 
the various conflux of fuch peripateticks, 
Hymenseus had a fortuitous occurrence 
with Mifella. He ^ccofted the wandering 
fair, he fimulated* a paflion for her, and 
invited her to Haddock's. Hymenaeus, 
Hermeticua and Mifella, entered boldly at 
the ever- open gate. But Hypertatus and 
mjtfelf obferved fome very refpe&able 
fcookfellers engaged in an ambulatory pro- 
ject under the piazza's vault. Thofe Wor- 
thies, who, according to a dignified author 
t)f fignal celebrity for critical and paradox* 
ical powersf, are even in this enlightened 
age, neither the word judges nor the leaft 
-rewardersof literary merit J, had engaged 
Hypertatus, with vehement injunftions of 

* The World. This is, perhaps, the only Lexi- 
phanick word in the elegant papers that go by that 
name. . * ■ f 

f See W--— n's preface to his edition of Shake- 
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hafte, to write a full and candid confuta- 
tion of all the falfe reafonings, abfurd mif- 
reprefentatiqns of fa&s, and infidious in- 
finuations, contained in the laft political 
pamphlet, which, if we may truft the ve- 
racity of fame r was his own produftion $ 
and they had me likewife under terms of 
ftrift obligation, to compofe a perpetual 
commentary on the immortal productions 
t of the divine Shakefpear * ; therefore, 
fearful of their collision, and elufive of 
their gaze, by a low ftratagem, nimble 
fliift, and fly concealment, we made ©ur 
entry at the poftern gate in Hart-ftreet. 
We conjoined our affociates in an apart- 
ment whence all the evils of life feemed 
6xtra£ted and excluded, and we heard the 
dance of feftivity, and the fong of mirth. 
While we were evacuating a goblet of 
mantling arrack, Hermeticus made a mag- 
netical experiment on Mifella, which, 
though it was performed with a magnet of 

* When this was written, Mr. J — — *s edition of 
Shakefpear was only in expectancy. It hath fine© 
been publifhed, and even -in the judgment of the 
public, fb much prejudiced in his favour, has fully 
verified the Proverb, Parturiunt monies. 

the 
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the moft fluggiih and inert fpecies, during 
the laft diurnal circumrotation, fhe had re- 
ciprocated civilities with four and twenty 
different afcenfors. Mifella retired to an 
adjoining apartment, whither Hymenaeus 
ibon followed her. But in the mean time 
he defcanted very philofophically, and ef- 
fufed many fage reflexions on the fugaci- 
oufnefs of connubial felicity, and inftabi- 
iity of human enjoyments. On making 
his exit, he appropriated to me the follow- 
ing lines, out of Young's divine poenr f 
the Night Thoughts. 

Come my ambitious, letusmount together, 
To mount, the Rambler never can refufe. 

€i After a fhort delay, fome incidental oc- 
currences afforded me a conje&ural glimpfe 
thatHymenseus was afcending in theabrupt- 
nefs of extacy*. Sympathy affefted me 
with fimilarity of fenfations and unifonal 
vibrations of mind. My own afcenfionary 
powers, which erft were relaxed withnumb- 
nefs, congealed with frigorifick torpor, and 
debilitated with the confequential langour 

*Ramb. No. 117* 

of 
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attend to the hiftory of the AUTHOR of 
Rafielas, prince of Abyfliniaf. 

cc As foonas the neceflary preliminary ar- 
ticles for an amicable congrefs were finally 
adjufted to the mutual fatisfa&ion of the 
contra&iog parties, Perdita eagerly co- 
operated to ripen barren volition into ef- 
ficacy and powerj. But alas ! fuch help- 
lefs deftitution, fuch difmal inanity, fuch 
gloomy privation, fuch impotent defire ! 
the faculties of anticipation (lumbered in 
defpondency, but the powers of pleafure 
mutinied not for employment § s and vain . 
were all her fafcinating charms, and equal- 
ly vain all my artificial ftimulations to ef- 
fectuate a proper and adequate reciproca- 
tion of civilities. For the orbicular repo- 
fitories of my powers, and teftimonials of 
I4y majeftick forms— 

' Critick, 

Have done, Mr. J n, for God's 

fake have done. We have had enough of 
afcending and reciting. Befides,*I guefs 

f Raffelas, Vol. i . p. )» J Rami). No. 1 1 6. 
5 Raoa.No. 133. 

what 
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what follows is neither fit for you to read 
nor me to hear. This, however, is not all 
I find fault with. Where the D — 1 ! have 
you collected all this tralh of hard words ? 
from what magazine or repofitory have you 
raked together thefe perverfe terms and 
abfurd phrafes, wherewith you have befpat- 
Cered me, who never did you any wrong, 
at fo unmerciful a rate ? Some, I fee, arc 
of your own invention ; for others you muft 
have ranfacked the old mufty volumes of 
former times, juftly difregarded when firft 
written, and now defer vedly forgotten. The 
reft I perceive you have gleaned up, with 
infinite pains, from Greek and Latin, from 
fcholaftick writers, and books on the ab- 5 
ftrufe fciences. And you think you have 
done a mighty pretty feat, that you have 
performed an eminent fervice to learning, 
when you have wriggled in, over head and 
fhoulders,anew~fafhionedlong-tailedword,' 
what in your own phrafe I would call a w- 
pticular word, or a dark term of art, with- 
out confidenng whether it be proper to the 
fubjeit, fuited to the capacity of your read- 
ers, or indeed whether it be an Englifh 
1 word 
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word or not. You are the unfitted perfon 
of any I know for what you have under- 
taken, to compile a dictionary. Though 
*tis indeed no wonder you fliould be em- 
ployed by bookfellers in fuch a work, 

Befidej^ you are wholly ignorant of what 
is the main part, and makes the chiefeft 
excellence of ftile ; I mean the choice of 
words. For no where have you erred fo 
grofsly as in your Ramblers, notwithftand- 
ing you have fuch admirable models be- 
fore you, in the writings of Steele and Ad-* 
difon, whom you have been fo impudent 
as to call your great predeceffors. What 
would they fay, were they to rife from the 
dead ! what opinion do you think they 
would entertain of the prefent age, that 
€*n tanaeJy bear fuch a comparifon ! 

I have heard your fkill in lexicography 
to be highly extolled : But cannot imagine 
what you would un4erftand by it. I am 
affured you know nothing.of the true fpirit 
of the EagliQi tongue, which delights m 
words of oae, two, o* at moft of three fyl- 
lablep derived from the old Saxon flock ; 
and doth not willingly admit any Latin 

i words 



7# 



LEXIPHANES. 73 

•words whatever, at 'leaft m the Common 
flgrle, unlcfs they come to us through the 
..channel of the French, and have bee&'lbng,' 
if I may fo exprefs myfelf, denizons among 
us. But you, without any difcerrirtient or 
diftin&ion, have huddled in all the Latin 
words you could fcrape together, to which 
you couldby any means affix an Englifh 
termination. 

You really feem to, me poffeffed with a 
ibrt of madnefs. *Tis in my opinion a me- 
lancholy. And that windy vapour, or ra- 
ther watery humour w'hich puffs you up, 
and makes you look fo round and fair, is, 
intrust the worft fymptom of ydur dif- 
tenryper. /Tis not impoffible you may havg^ 
many admirers in- the prefent times, who 
- are either ignorant of your calamity, of 
equally fmitten with the fame difeafe. For 
aught I know, fome may give you the 
-name of the Excellent Rambler, and may 
join you in calling the productions oifthofg $# 
Incomparable wits, Sheffield and Lanfdowft, 
pages of inanity, one of your d — m— d ex- '**> jj 
ecrable Latin terms, and another of thofe 
mumberlefs evils with which you have fo I 
• E pefteredlj 
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peftered me for this hour paft. But truft 
trie, thcfc muft be pedants like yourfelf. 
Befides, their applaufes cannot be difinter- 
cfted. They either look for a return, or 
praife their own refemblance in you. All 
men of good tafte and judgment, take my 
*word on't, laugh at you, pity you, and 
hold your writings, on the fcore of their 
folemn and affe&ed foppery, in high con* 
tempt. 

Truly, Mr. J— n, you appear to me 
a very unhappy perfon, who have not one 
real friend in fo large a city, and among 
fo numerous an acquaintance. No one, 
who, in the courfe of fo many years, has 
Jhad the honefty to inform you of the dan- 
gerous Way you were in, or thegenerofity 
to clear you of that monftrous gathering of 
impure trafli which will certainly burft 
yoti afunder one time or other. On the 
contrary, it feems, from your vanity and: 

# lei f-fufficience, they have flattered you* 
and told you, you were in a good con- 

j- * firmed ftate of health, though you werfc 
all the while in the moft deplorable fitua- 

r tkwu 

a For 
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For my own part I thought at firft to 
have laugh'd at you ; but that torrent of 
hard words you poured out upon me all at 
unawares quite ftunned and overwhelmed 
me at laft. They made me very drunk and 
lick, 1 grew giddy, and fhould a&ually 
have vomited, had I not interrupted you. 
Truth is, I fhall not reckon on being my 
own man again, till I have thrown up every 
fyllable I have heard from you. Would to 
God I could fee Dr. Monro : he has been 
bufied all his life- time, in looking after 
crazy, crack-brain'd fellows likeyourfelf. 
He may poflibly do you fervice, pro- 
vided your cafe lie not beyond the reach 
of medicine. 

Well, I fee a gentleman coming to- 
wards us, whom I take, by his drefs, to 
be a phyfician. It is not Monro. But f 
whoever he be, 'twill do no harm to con- 
fult him. t 

Sir, prefuming you, from your appear- 
ance, a phyfician, though I have not the 
honour of being known to you, I make 
hold to confult you on the cafe of ray friend 
Mr. J— n here, who is extremely ill with 
Et the 
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the difeafe of ftrange words. Not to mince 
the matter, but let it reft between you and 
me, he is taken with a fort of madneft. 
Be fo good as order fomething for him, 
and 1*11 warrant you, if ever he recover 
his fenfes, youfhall be liberally rewarded 
for you trouble. 

First Physician. 

\V\\en (hall the laurel and the vocal firing 
Refume they- honours ? When fhall we behold 
The tuneful tongue, the Promethean hand 
Afpire to ancient praife ? Alas 1 how faint, 
How flow the dawn of beauty and of truth 
Breaks the reluctant fhades of Gothic night 
"Which yet involve the nations ! Long they groan 'd 
Beneath the furies of rapacious force * ; 

Oft 

* The reader cannot but obferve the different 
manner in which I have treated the tw© Lexipha- 
nefes. Mr. Johnfon's matter and fenfe is fometimes 
fo excellent, and his reflections now and then fo 
juir, and at the fame time fo uncommon, that it 
Ijides,, in fonae meafure, the abfurdity of the ftyle, 
'Hhich becomes, on that account, the more danger- 
ous. I was, therefore, obliged to parody him, and in 
order to (hew his hard words and affectation in a more 
glaring and ridiculous point of view, apply them to 
the.meaneft, the moft ludicrous and phantafHcal ob- 
jects I could well think on. But luch a conduct 
was by no means neceflary with A de, our poeti- 
cal LexiphaneSt His words, and efpecially his phrafes, 

arc 
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Oft at the gloomy north, with iron-fwarm« 
Tempeftuous pouring from her frozen caves, 
Blafted th* Italian fiiore, and fwept the works 
Of liberty and wifdom dow» the gulph 

0* 



are generally fo execrable, and his meaning, where 
any can be pick'd out, always fo trifling ; in fhoft, ■ 
he has imbibed fo much of Plato's nonienie, but fo 
little of his gracious manner, as I think he fomewhere 
calls it, that I concluded bare and thofe even faith- 
ful quotations from him, were the very bed expo- 
sure of the ridiculouihefs and futility of his compo- 
sition. 

The above is, in my opinion, one of the leaft ex- 
ceptionable paifages in his whole rhaplbdy. This 
is doubtlefe giving him fair play, and we thall now 
examine it by the rules, I will not fay of criticifna* 
but of common fenfe. In the firft and third lines, 
we have no lefs than four enigmas or riddles, every 
jot as hard as that of the Sphynx, though I don't 
fiy they require ah 'Oedipus to expound thenn Be- 
fore a common reader can underfland them, he mufc 
either be told, or recollect the flory of Apollo and 
Daphne, that Apollo was the God of poetry, that' 
the laurel was one of his favourite injignia, and that 
poets ufed to be crowned with it at public folemni- 
ties, or when they rehearfed their works. By the 
njHol firings one may eafily understand mufick, in- 
ilrumental only, and even in that cafe a metonym^y 
a part for the whole. I confefs myfelf fomewhat at 
a lofs about the tuneful tongue. It's befl: and mod ob- 
vious meaning is poetry ; but we had the laurel be- 
fore ; and our Britijb Lucretius can never be guilty 
of mch grofs and needlefs tautology. Therefore if he 
has any meaning at all, a thing however not very 
frequent withour author, he mull mean vocal mufick 
£3 or 
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Of all devouring night* As long immured 
In noon-tide darknefs by the glimmering lamp, 
Each mufc and each fair fcience pin'd away 
The fordid hours : while foul, barbarian hands 

Their 

or fingin'g. I (hall not pretend to determine, whether 
ancient or modern finging have afpired to the greateifc 
degree of praife ; but this I know, that the moderns 
have been at infinitely more pains to procure good 
fingers. Fori never heard that the ancients went 
to that excefs of luxury and refinement in mufick, 
as to deprive the male fingers of their virile powers. 
It had been no lofs to poetry, whatever it might have 
been to phyfick, if the Doctor's father had aipired to 
modern praife as a fingen 

But the mod puzzling talk is the Promethean hand: 
if, however, we happen to recollect the old fable of 
Prometheus, who molded a man of clay, and ftole 
fire out of heaven to animate him ; we may, perhaps f 
give a fhrcwd guefs, thatfiatuary is meant by it. 

Such an ordinary poet as Virgil, having occafion 
to mention flatuary, contents himieif with doing it 
in this dull and fimple manner, 

Excudent alii fpirantia mollius aera ; 
-Credo equidem, vivos, ducent de marmore vultut. 

Which Dry den, a tranflator, only fit for fuch an. 
author, renders in a {train equally infipid. 

Let others better mould the running mafs "1 

•Of metals^ and inform the breathing brafs j > 

And foften into fiefh a marble face. 3 

Yet it may be obferved, that the fable of Prome- 
theus, being an article in the public religion, Vir- 
gil might have ufed this enigma with a much better 
chance of being underftood* 

Having 
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Their myfteries profan'd, unftmng the lyre, 
And chain'd the foaring pinion down to earth. 
At laft the Mules rofe, and fpurn'd their bonds* 
And wildly warbling, fcatter'd, a* they flew, 

Thc'ur 

Having thus expounded the riddles, let ns fee 
what is next to be done. The queftion is afked, when 
fhali finging and fiatuary off ire to ancient traifet by 
which he either underftands the praifes or antiquity, 
or the praife thole aits obtained in the times of anti- 
quity. The fir ft is downright nonfenfe, the laft is 
obfcurely, quaintly and affe&edly exprefTed. It is* 
alfo afked, when fhall poetry and fiddling refnme their 
honours? Pray, did the Do&or ever read that a poet 
and a fiddler (though in Homer's time the two pro* 
feffions were joined in one) were ever feated on a 
bench like a brace of trading juftices, and flyled 
their honours and worfhips ? Or would he have them. 
honoured fo in our days ; and have he and fignor 
Giardini any ambition to fucceed their worfaip** 
Welfh and Fielding ? But, perhaps, he means only 
to enquire when they fhall be honoured and reipedted. 
as formerly, but exprefled in his ufual quaint Lexi- 
phanick manner. 

The ftuff which follows about beauty and truth, that 
in this line are dawning, and in the next, groaning^ 
though here another ambiguity arifes, for 'tis difficult 
to fay, whether 'tis the nations that groan, or the two 
pretty little mifles, beauty and truth, that lie 
crying and blubbering under the furies of force $ 
but I think the latter interpretation more agreeable 
to our author's manner ; I fay, the fluff that follows 
is (6 abftracted and remote from the common 
thoughts and efcpreflions of men, that 'tis only pro- 
per for his abfurd rhapfody, and could have plac^ 
QO^W^oH^but in his own phantartick imagination. 
E 4 But 
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Their blooming wreaths from fair VakhnVs bowers 

To Arno's myrtle border and the fhore 

Of foft Parthenope. But frill the rage 

"Of dire ambition and gigantic pow'r, 

From public aims, and from the bufy wait 

Of civil commerce, drove the bolder train 

Of penetrating fcience to the cells, 

Where (tudious eafe confumes the filent hour,, 

In fhadowy fearches and unfruitful care. 

Thus from their guardians torn, the tender artf 

Of mimic fancy and harmonious joy, 

To prieftly domination, and the lufl 

Of lawless courts, their amiable toil 

for three inglorious ages have relign'd, 

In vain reluclant : and Torquato's tongue 

Was tun'd for flavifh paeans at the throne 

Qftinfel pomp : and Raphael's magic hand 

jEffus'd its fair creation to enchant 

The fond adoring herd in Latian fanes 

To blind belief. 



But 'tis really wafting time and 'paper to criticifa 
fuch an author. Befides, a fenfible reader wants no 
criticifm upon him ; and thofe who admire or can 
even with patience read him, will not be the better 
for ; t. Realoning from any principles would be as 
much thrown away upon them as upon Whitefield*s 
followers, who are equally edified and affected by 
the words Samaria or Mefopotamia, pronounced 
with a certain twang, and by the moft pathetick dif- 
co tides on repentance or a future ftate* 



C^ITJCK. 
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C R I TICK.' 

I've made a confounded miftake here* 
*Twas well I did not give him a fee, as I was 
once thinking to do. This Phyfician is 
madder than the patient, and has more: 
need of a prefcription. What he fpouts 
forth fhould be poetry by the found : I 
mean blank verfe. But I don't under- 
ftand one word on't. Dodtar, I fee you 
are jyft now got into the clouds, where, 
by cuftom, time out of mind, people are 
freed from the flavery of talking fenfe. I 
Ireg you y d defcend from your prefent alti- 
tudes, and endeavour to earn the fee I 
promifed you. 

First Physician, 

Say, why was man fo eminently raisM 
Amid the vaft creation ; why ordain'd 
Thro' life and death to dart his piercing eye, * 

With thoughts beyond the limit of his* frame ; 
&\\t that th' Omnipotent might fend him forth 
In fight of mortal and immortal pow'rs, 
As<on a boundlefs theatre, to rim. 
The great career of juilice ; ; to exalt 
His gen'rous aim to all diviner deeds ; 
To chace each partial purpofe from his brcafl ; 
find thro' the mills of pafliori and of fenfe, 

£ i Aad 
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And thro* the tofling tide of chance and pain, 
To hold his courfe unfalt'ring, while the voice 
Of nature calls him to his high reward, 
Th' applauding fmile of heav'n ? Elfe wherefore 

burns 
In mortal bofoms this unquenched hope, 
That breathes from day to day fublimer things, 
And mocks pofleflion ? wherefore jdarts the mind, - 
With fuch refifllefs ardour to embrace 
MajefHc forms ; impatient to be free, 
Spurning the grofs controul of wilful might ; 
Proud of the ftrong contention of her toils ; 
Proud to be daring ? 

Critick. 

I aflc pardon, Do&or, for having inter- 
rupted you. I fee you* are very bufy at 
prefent. I fliall take an opportunity, 
when you arc more at leifure, to wait on 
you with the patient. 

First Physician. 

Wait awhile, 
My curious friends ! and let us firft arrange 
In proper orders your promifcuous throng. 

Behold the foremoft band ; of flender thought* 
And eafy faith : whom flatt'ring fsuicy footha 
With lying ipectres, in themfelves to view 
Illuftrious forms of excellence and good, 
That fcorn the nianfion. With exulting heartt 

They 
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fhty fprcad their fpurious trcafures to the fun, 
\nd bid the world admire ! but chief the glanco 
Of wifhful cnty draws their joy-bright eyes, 

i with fclf-applaufe each lordly brow. 

*»* uumoer boundleft at the blooms of fptingi 
Behold their glaring idols, empty fhades 
By fancy gilded o'er, and thenfct up 
For adoration. Some in learning 9 ! garb, 
With formal-band, and fable-cinclur'd gown, 
And ragi of mouldy volumes. Some elate 
With martial fplendor, fteely pikes and fwordl 
Of coftly frame, and gay Phoenician robes 
Inwrought with flow*ry gold, aflume the port 
Of (lately valour : lifl'ning by his fide 
There (lands a female form ; to her, withlookf 
Of earned import, pregnant with amaze, 
He talks of deadly deeds, of breaches, florins, 
And fulph'rous mines, and ambulh : then at one* 
Breaks off, and fmiles to fee her look fo pale, 
And aflcs fome wond'ring queflion of her fears. 
Others of graver mien ; behold, adom'd 
With holy enfigns, how fublime they move F 
And bending oft their fan&imonious eyes, 
Take homage of the fimple-mindcd throng % 
Ambafladors of faeav'n t j 

CjtITXCX, 

This is paft all fufferance ! Patient Gria* 

2cl herfelf could not endure fuch a h«£> 

band t How fhall I manage to get rid of 

E 6 ttii» 
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this poetical fop.' I had bcft quarrel wirfi 
hirft on pretence he affronts me by bran- 
difhing his fift, and making mouths in 
the fury and cxtacy of his rehearfal. 

First Physician. 

What, wheR to raife the meditated fcene, 
The flame of paflion, thro' the ftruggling foul 
Deep-kkidled, fhows acrofc the fudden blaze 
The object of it's rapture, vail of fize, 
"With fiercer colours and a night of fhade ? 
What*? 

* The reft of tMs paiTage is as follows : 

Like a ftorm from their capacious bed 
The founding feas o'en\ helming, when the mighr 
Of thefe eruptions, working from the depth 
Of man's ftrong appreheniion, makes his frame* 
Ev'n to the bale ; from every naked fenfe 
Of pain or pleafure, diflipating all 
Opinion's feeble cov'rings, and the veil' 
Spun from the cobweb fafhion of the times 
To hide the feeling heart ? Then nature fpeaks 
Her genuine language, and the words of men 
Big with the very motion of our fouls, 
Declare with what accumulated force 
Th' impetuous nerve of pailion urges on 
The native weight* and- energy of things . 

I have often, admired this fublime piecp of. non- 
fenie, and endeavoured to find out its meaning ; but 
it^ath hitherto baffled the iitmofl exertion of my 
intelleftual powers. Whoever fhall give a conliftent 
explication of it, and in a few words, for I bar a 
£Ojpmentary j Erit mihimagnus Apollo* 

Critick* 
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Critick. 
Wh^it, Sir, do you (hake your fift at me, 
laugh at me, and threaten me, all in one 
breath ? Know, Sir, I am not a mar* to put 
up with fuch ufage ? Befides, Sir, I havt 
very particular bufinefs with this gentle- , 
man, and if you don't take yourfelf away, 
lhall make bold to apply that you won't 
like, to what my friend here calls a very 
refpefUble part of your b&dy*. 

r First 

* This language, perhaps, requires fame apoloi 
gy, when applied to one, who though a very affected 
poet, may be, and I doubt not is a very worthy 
gentleman. As for the poet himfelf, I can only 
hope he will look down upon it, with that noblf 
and fovereign difdain fo well becoming our modern 
Milton and Britifh Lucretius, for fo he is called. 
To the public I make the following excufe. Let 
the fituation of the Critick be confidered, one who 
had never heard of the Poem , or Foet, and, taking 
him for a madman, earneftly defirous to break off 
the rehearfal, and it wilt be owned no other expe- 
dient could fo naturally be thought on. Grant it 
were a Dignus vinJice nodus, yet there was no P"mdix y 
no God, who could be introduced with any propriety", 
Had the Critick, indeed, been acquainted widi thq 
allegory which k 

Old Harntodius wont to teach 
His early age, } 

he might have pretended to appal him, by gating the 
godlike pretence of the genius of humankind, to lure him 
away with the charms of the heavenly partner, the 
Jbvereignfair^ or the gay companionate, fair Euphrofyne^ 
- " " or 
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them from the grave folemn politician^ 
who harangues by the hour in a certain 
iaffembly, and from the weekly difputant, 
who is filenced at the end of five minutes* 
by the knock of a hammer. This difeafe i$ 
as catching as the fmall-pox, no-body ef- 
capes it* fome even chufe to be inoculated 
Tor it; as obftinate as the great ones, it 
ftays with you, and like the Portugueze or 
Spaniards, who, reckon tficir faftiionable 
£vil a mark of gentility, no-body takes 
tmy pains to get rid of it. But in what 
part of the world have you teen pray, 
that you did not know all this before I 

Criticx. 

Abroad faith, and I*m glad on't, 'tha* 
let me efcape one infection at lead. 

Second Physician. ' 
But is this your pleafant adventure ? 

CRItlCK, } 

No ! no : the rant's a cotning, as Bays 
.fays, 'tis o&ly the pfcemial part of my ftory, 
as Lexiphanes has it. You muft know, 

being 
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being once fo fituated, that I had no ac- 
cefs to any Englifti books excepting the 
R,ambler, if indeed you caH that an En- 
glilh one, and having no; -better way to 
employ myfelf in, I made a hard Ihift to 
read through and underftarid it with the 
help of a diftionaryj for the words, though 
endingiike Englilhones, founded plaguily 
like Greek or Latin, and were in truth no- 
thing elfe at bottom. However, it gave 
me a good opinion of the man's undcr- 
ftanding ; I faw he had fenfe and meaning, 
though ftrangely wrapt up in a mill of 
hard words \ there was deep pbfervation, 
Ihrewd remarks on life arid manners, and 
a good infight into the characters of mew 
Soon after, on coming to London, I found 
means to be introduced tohis acquaintance* 
curious to obferve more nearly fo queer a 
being, and found him agreater oddity than 
1 could have imagined. He has juft now 
been reading to me part of a work, which 
he calls a novel exhibition, purely virgin&l y 
and never critically Jurveyed : but fuch aa 
exhibition ! Jacob Behmen, Flood, Alex- 

ander 
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ander Rofs, all the Rofycrucian Philofb- 
phers, in fliort, cannot match it. After I 
had flop this recital, my patience beingquitc 
worn out by fuch odious ftuff, a prig of a 
Doftor came by, equipped for all the 
world, I a(k your pardon, Sir, juft like 
yourfelf ; a large wig, his hat under his 
arm, a black coat, a fword by his fide, 
and a coach following him without a foot- 
man behind it. Defirous to cure fo valu- 
able apcrfon of a fort of phrenzy or mad-? 
pefs*> that rendered all his other excellent 

endow* 

* The fatyr in this place cannot be thought ex* 
travagant, or too fevere, by thofe who duly confider 
that principle in the human mind f whence all faulty 
and remarkable Angularities, whether in drefs, be* 
haviour, or language, moil commonly proceed ; a 
man's fond and overweaning conceit of himfelf, and 
ridiculous overbearing contempt of people about 
him ; which is faid to be the cafe with our Lexi- 
phanes. This, every fober perfon muft allow to be 
a fort of madnefs in difguife ; but perhaps too com* 
mon, as well as too harmlefs to require a confine* 
ment in Bedlam. Moreover I am juflified in it by 
the authority of Lucian, who, in all the correfpond* 
ing pafTages, .afcrib«s the fame diftemper to his Lexi-* 
phanes, and cures* him in the fame manner, by a 
potion originally prepared for an infane patient, 
Cervantes too, witn equal humour and judgment, 
peprefents Lexiphanicifm, or an admiration of Lexw 
phafrick writings, as the firft fymptom of Don Quix- 
ote** 



LEXIPHANES. ft 

endowments good for nothing, I accoftcd 
.this Do&or, I defired him to prefcribe^ 
and promifed him a fee ; but inftead of an- 
fwering like a reafonable creature, or being 

©te's madnefi, and through the whole courfe of it, 
paints him a compleat Lexiphanes. In a word, tho 
greateft wits in all ages, and in all nations, have 
concurred, and feem to have taken a peculiar plea- 
lure in making that character the object of their 
moft pointed ridicule. Lucian and Cervantes I have 
already mentioned $ Rabelais has a very plcafant 
paflage to the feme purpofe, when Pantagruel meets 
a Limoufin fcholar near the gates of Paris, and after 
hearing him Lexipbanixe for ibme time, cures mm at 
laft, and brings him back to his native gibberifh by 
a iquecre in the throat ; Sutler too, from whom I 
have taken the motto, 4efcribes* Hudibras in that 
character, and in a manner quite new and original. 
Neither has it efcaped Plautus and Shakefpear, tto 
one in his Miles Gioricfus, and the other in Ancient 
Piftol. I only wonder that Swift has never intro- 
duced this character in all his numerous writing*. 
How mull it have (hone when painted by his mafterly 
pen ! But he appears to have thought it an object 
too facred for ridicule, though he has made teiy tree 
with others feemingly more fo; for he has wrote 
againfl the thing, Lexiphanicifm I mean, in a very 
grave and ferious ftyle. *Tis perhaps for this reafon s M 
that Young, who in his old age, or dotage, dege- CK 
aerated into a downright Lexiphanes, having always 
had a twang that way, calls him, in the eflay on 
Original Compafiiion^ an Infantine Genius, The pom- 4ft 
poiis Pedant too, who is my Hero, for the fame 
caufe, I imagine, fpeaks fo flightingly both of JSwift 
and Butler in his Idlers, not bearing to fee the thing 
he is fo fond of, expofed by the one, and his own, 
likenefs drawn by the other, 

awakened 
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awakened by a fubjcft which commonly 
makes all Po&ors a little attentive, he went 
on repeating fome verfes, for, I fuppofe, he 
had been engaged in the rehearlal before* 
which I. am fare were every way blank, for 
I could neither make head nor tail of 'em. 

Second Physician. 
Do you remember any of thofe verfes ? 

Criti cx, 

How the d— 1 can I, for I did not ua* 
derftand one fentence, not one line. O yes* 
now I recolledt, he invoked the genius of 
ancient Greece, talked of Greek and At- 
tick lore, raved about Power's purple 
robes, and Pleafure's hairy, pooh, I'mearr 
flowery lap ; then made an hideous ado> 
about a meditated fcene and a flame of 
pafllon ftruggling through the foul, which 
deep kindled, fhews-a fudden blaze acrofs, 
vaft of fize, with fiercer colours, and a 
night of fhade. Ay, thefe were fome of 
his l|ft words, for jiift then — 

Second 
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Second Physician. 

Ha! ha! ha! By all that's gooij thi$ 

fpuft be A , for I remember fomething 

very like it, in his poem on the Pleafures 
of Imagination, which he calls a prime Jub- 
Jefil, importing moft a pat's name. 

Critick. 

Ay, ay, the very fame. Prime is a great 
word with him. For being obliged to pre- 
tend a quarrel to get free from his non- 
fenfe, he dared me to profane his prime 
party as he called it, and told me when def- 
fair grafped my agonizing bofom y I Jhould 
Jearn, then I Jhould learn. — But this poern^ 
this Pleafures of Imagination, is it of any 
note, is it held inrcqueft, hath it fold, or 
<loth it ftill lie on the Sookfeller's ftall ? 

Second Physician. 

What queftions are thefe ? Where hav« 
you lived thefe laft twenty years ? Hath it 
ibid, or is it in requeft ? Why it hath gone 
through numberlefs editions. *Tis the 
$rime poem, and he is the prime poet of our 

agt 
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age and nation. He is admired, quoted, 
commented upon by our men of modem 

Critick. 
Good God ! fuch men of tafte f what 
tge is this we live in ! that men fhould 
ever admire any thing, efpecially poetry, 
which they cannot undcrftand ! Yet, per- 
haps* for that very rcafon they do it. 'Tis 
become a ftrange world, this of ours. 
Pray heaven I foon get abroad again*. 

Second 

* I had laid in a former note, rtafoning wovldfa 
throw* mvqy on tbe admirers of this poet. That this 
cenfure may not be thought too fevere, I fhali here 
add an obfervation, obvious to the meaneft capacity, 
*nd appticqble to ail fubje&s. It is this. As plain- 
pefs or pwpicuity it the fijrft beauty and greatest 
perfection in writing, fo its contrary, darknefs and 
obfeurity, is ks greateft fauk and deformity. And 
1 (hall iupport it, by the greateft authority, one of 
them, theEnglUh tongue can afford, I mean the 
famous Burnet of the Charterhoufe, who in his pre- 
face to the third book of his Theory, has the fol- 
lowing paflage. " As to the ftyle, I always endea- 
vour to exprefs myfetf in a plain and penpicuous 
maqaer ; that the reader may not k>fe time, nor wait 
too long to know ray meaning. I would not wil- 
ingly," continues he, u give any one the trouble 
ef reading a period twice x>ver, to know the fenfe of 
it; left, when he comes to know it, he fhould not 

think 
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Second Physician, 
Nay, he is ftyled ourBritilh Lucretius* 
and even pronounced by our prefent cri- 
ticks, not inferior to Milton, Dryden, 
Pope -, in a word, all our beft poets fincc 
(he reftoration. 

Cr itick. 

Our Britifh Lucretius ! The Roman, if 
he can be found fault with for any thing, 
'tis for being too fimple and unadorned*, 

whereas 

4hin1c it a reeompence for his pains. 91 If fo great a 
man, writing on the grandeft and fublimeft of all 
themes, the original formation of this our World out 
of a fhapelefs Chao» y its firft deftruction by a general 
deluge, its taft by an univerfal conflagration, and its 
renovation into a new and more glorious Heaven and 
Earth, and the final confummation of All Things ; 
if fuch a man, I fay, in fuch a iubjecl, reouire plain* 
sefs and perfpicuity, as ib necefTary ana indiiben- 
feble, what muft we think of an ordinary author, 
who, writing on a common fubjeel:, and in poetry 
too, labours ki a manner to be dark, affected aad 
•bfcure! 

* This is pretty nearly Mr. Hume's opinion of 
Lucretius, in his Eflay on Simplicity and Refinement* 
He fays, in the fame place, that an excels in the 
latter is more dangerous and more to be guarded 
agaiaft than an excels in the former ; and adds, that 
even then, above twenty years ajgo, there were fymp- 
tofw ef an approaching decline of tafte, both m 
i Franco 
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'whereas the other> if he has any fenfe or 
meaning at all, which, by the way^ is very 
tnuch to be queftioned, it is wholly hid 
unciera fuperfluity of ridiculous fantaftick 

ornaments* 

trance and England. How truly he hath prophe- 
iied, at icaft with refpeft to the latter, let the 
Ramblers, Pleafures of Imagination, &c. juftify. 

Now 1 have mentioned this gentleman, for whofe 
character and talents, I entertain the higheft venera- 
tion, I cannot pafs this opportunity of making him 
an acknowledgment for fuftering his illultrioiis name 
'lj <4*> appear in the margin, for the moft part, m fuch 
lad company. But 'tis only for a few words I thought 
"affe&ed, and it was his great and fo juftly deferved 
deputation that made me take notice of them at all. 

And I would by no means have it thought that I 
approve or follow the pra&ice of our periodical cri- 
. ticks, who, when they difcover a few inaccuj-acies 
or trivial flips of the pen, nay even of the preis> think 
themfelves fufficiently entitled to condemn it. 'Tis 
certain that the following lines in Horace 

Sed y ubi plura nitent in carmine, nonego paucis 
Offendar maculis^ quas aut incuria fudit 
Aut humanaparum cavit natura.-- — 
"could never be more properly applied than to two 
late hiftorians, Mr. Hume and Dr. Robertfon. To 
the latter of whom a like apology i* undoubtedly 
xiue, for mentioning Mas David Black's Declinature^ 
which is perhaps the only unjufttfiable word in his 
elegant hiftory. Itfeemstobe a term in the Scotch 
law, and this author with his ufual judgment attri- 
butes the corruption of the Scotch dialed to their 
iaw, and the pleadings of their Lawyers. 

Ihit there are others who have gone thro*, as Lexi- 
J&aaes fomewherc lays, full as fatiguing a fervice of 

celebrity f 
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ornaments, that 'tis with great difficulty 
come at, when youdo 'tis good for nothing, 
and you regret your trouble. He refem- 
bles a Kttle dirty ill-looking Baboon, 
buriedundera huge ill-made birth-dayfuit, 
and when you have ftript him bare of his 
tawdry covering, you meet with nothing 
btit what difgufts the eye and offends the 
nofe, and every other fenfe about you. In 
Ihort, 'tis hardly poflible to name two 
writers, whofe tafte and manner jar fo 
much, and are fo dire&ly contrary to one 
another. But who is the great genius, pray, 
that hit upon fo happy a companion ? 

Second Physic tan. 
A perfonage of great note, I aflure you, 
one of fignal celebrity for critical powers. He 
writes-on poetry and painting*. You're 
a great admirer of rhyme, I know, and 
cannot relifh the blank verfe at leaft of our 

celebrity , as either ofthofc gentlemen, and who fliouhi 
have appeared oftener in the margin than both, had 
riot the notes and extracts, taken from their writ- 
ings, been loft, (fee the Preface) though I mould 
hardly have troubled them with an apology for the 
freedom. 

*PanielWebb, E% 

F days. 
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days. But were you to read him, you 
would foon alter your opinion j he would 
foon convince you, rhyme is fit for no- 
thing but madrigals, epigrams and acrof- 
ticks. 

Critick, 

So he's a warm ftickler for blank verfe. 
I thought fo. But I fincerely believe this 
blank verfe has been the great corrupter 
of our tafte and language, both in profc 
and poetry. For my part, 1 have for fome 
time made it a fort of rule with me, to 
read nothing of that kind except Milton, 
whofe words, ftyle and meaiurc, are fo 
much x his own, and fo well fuited to the 
loftinefs of his fubjeft, that they fet him 
equally above all criticifm and imitation. 

J Tis true, I have read Dr. A *s ele-* 

gant poem on health, as well as a very 
happy imitation of it, by Mr. D 
on agriculture. They are both fimplc 
and natural, and have few or no hard words 
in them, but for that very reafon, per- 
haps, are lefs fought for than others writ- 
ten in the fame manner. Yet with all the 

merit 
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merit the poem on health undoubtedly 
poflefles, I fhould think it wrong to liken 
it* to thofe noble produ&ions, Bucking- 
ham's Effay on Poetry, Rofcommon's oa 
tranflated Verfe, and Pope's on Criticifnv 
all dida&ick poems. Though 'twere grant- 
ed in every thing elfe equal, this very cir- 
cumftancc of its being written in blank 
verfe, would give it the difad vantage. 
That manner does very well in tragedy, 
whofe ftyle approaches nearly toprofe $ for 
which reafon it muft be unfit for every other 
fort of poetry. Befides, properly fpeaking, 
it is no verfe at all. Verfe comes from 
the Latin word vertere, to turn. Now if 
there be nothing in the meafure which in- 
forms the ear when the vcrfes turn and re- 
turn, or when one verfe ends and another 

* I do not mean by what is faid above, to infinu- 
ate any thing to the difadvantage of Dr. Armilrong's 
excellent Eifay on Health, with reipeft to its conduct, 
compofition and fentiments. As to thefe and the 
claJlical elegance, purity and Simplicity of the ftyle, 
it is, perhaps, equal to any work of the kind in our 
language. I only intend to give it as my private 
opinion, that the want of Rhyme is ib very eflential 
a defied ii> a performance of that nature, that hardly 
all other perfections can make up for it, 

f - 2 JSP* 
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begins, it furely does not deferve thj*t title, 
This is evidently the cafe 'with moft of 
our modern blank pieces-: did not the 
compofitor carefully place one line often 
fyllables under another of the fame length, 
but print them in the ufual manner, we 
lhouid never find them out to be poetry, 
but fhould be foon convinced they were 
bad profe. Whereas, print; the ancient 
Hexameter and modern rhyme as you . 
pleafe, the Daftyle and Spondee on the 
one hand, and the return of found on the 
other, can never fuffer the moft indiffer- 
ent ear to miftake. 

But I (hall not infift much on this topick, 
feeing it is only a difpute about words. 
But our admirers of blank verfe, complain 
that rhyme is a bondage, and lays too grea& 
a reftrainton the poet. This is only fay- 
ing, in other words, he is no poet at all* 
or is too lazy to be a good one. The mea- 
fure of the ancients feems to have been a 
greater bondage than our rhyme ; it was 
certainly fo to Virgil, who has not left one 
imperfedt verfe in his Paftorals or Geor- 
gicks, though many in his!^neid, whichdid 

not 
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not receive his laft hand, as we learn From 
this circumftance, though hardtyfrom any 
other. However, we do not hear that com- 
plaint from any of them. But the truth is, 
in this very reftraint and bondage lies the 
fuperier excellence of rhyme. It is great 
merit, and it gives mighty fatisfa&ion, to 
overcome a preffing difficulty, and to over- 
come it in fuch a manner that no traces of 
it are to be ften. All the beauty and 

: grace of ^vriting depends on this princi- 
ple. To choofe fach words, and place 

1 tfremih Rich an order j that every common 
reader ihall think he can do the fame, till 
he come to try it, and then finds hrmfclf 
•gfeatly unequal to the tafk : fuch a man 
muft needs entertain an higher opinion of 
the writer who does this, than 6f him in 
whom he perceives pains, and labour ac 
every ftep he takes. On the other hand* 
# perfon acquainted with the hardfliips of 
compofnion, muft receive infinite pleafure 
from a piece that feems to have been fi- 
nilhed at one happy touch, without cor- 
rection or labour, but which he knows, 
F 3 from 
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from experience, muft have coft the au- 
thor extreme pains to bring to that pitch 
of perfe&ion. Dryden, Pope, and many 
others have written in rhyme, with all the 
eafe and fluency of profe, not to fay, blank 
verfcj and I need not afkyou, thv know 
thefe thinks fo well, who have taken the 
grcateft pains, and who have overcome 
the greateft difficulties ? But fliould it be 
granted that rhyme is too heavy a burthen, 
blank verfe, on the other hand, is as much 
too light an one; our language naturally 
falls into Iambicks, and any man who can 
reckon his ten fingers, may put a news^w 
paper into blank vcrfe in as many minutes*. 

But 

* The above obfervation is fo well proved and 
iUuflrated, ' by an ingenious correfponaefct of the 
Gazetteer of the 28th of April lair, that I cannot for- 
bear inferring the whole letter. That part of it 
which is printed in lines ©f ten or eleven fyllables, * 
and is indeed as good blank verfe as is to be found in 
moft, if not all, of our late Poems, is no other than 
a few paragraphs of a former News-paper. 

To the PRINTER of the GAZETTEER. 

Friday, April 24, 1767. 
I was this morning at breakfaft with an ingenious 
friend, and four or five of his gucfts : There was . 
a late performance (called Lex if banes) on his ftudy 

tabic 
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But were there no other, this reafon alone 
would indflce me to give the preference to 
rhyme. For rhyme, even in our degene- 
rate days, when all true taftc feems to be 

banifhed, 

table lying together with your paper of this morn- 
ing. 

' My friend (who is a warm {tickler for blank verfe) 
was much offended at a paffage in Lexiphanes, in 
page 104, and is as follows : " Blank verfe is too 
" light a burthen 5 our language naturally falls into 
** it; — and any man who can reckon his ten fingers* 
" may put a news-paper into blank-verfe in as many 
** minutes." My friend warmly laid, he would give 
any man (of the moft correct car) two hours, and de- 
fied any of the company to attempt it. Upon thif 
^ challenge, a gentleman in company defired me to 
4p be his amanuenlis, and (as foon as I had my necef- 
fery implements ready) he took up your paper, and 
read the articles of news, injlantly^ into very decent 
blank verfe. My friend ingenuoufly recanted his 
former opinion, m regard to the very great importance 
of that ipecies of poetry ; and it was agreed by all 
prefent, that I fhould fend you fome parts bf the 
manufciipt (deducting every thing which, in fuch a 
drefs, might appear otfenfive or indelicate) 

• 'Tis currently reported and believed, 
That Monfieur RoufTeau had at length accepted 
A penfion.- — When the poll left Genoa, 
Advice arrived (which much alann'd the Senate) 
Viz. That the troops of Corfica had made 
A difpofition (actually for ftorming . 
St. Bonifacio, both by fea and land.— 
Letter? from Paris, dated April 9, 
Say, that a perfon (without name) had fent 
To the French Academy (November la ft) 

F 4 A gold- 
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banifhcd, and nothing but grimace and af- 
fectation prevail in its room, leads to a 
Ampler and eafier expreflion, and does not 
require to diftinguifti it from profe, any 

of 

A golden medal, worth two hundred livres, 

Deitin'd for him, who (in their judgement) mould 

Compofe the bell: difcourfe upon the ufe 

Of founding free eftablifhments, or fchools, 

For drawing and mechanicks. The academy 

Adjudg'd the prize unto the Sieur Defchamp,--- 

Yefterday came to her moorings in the river, 

The Four Friends, William Merito, from Boulogne* 

Laft Saturday, at Canterbury Market, 

"Wheat rofe in price two millings in the quarter.— 

We hear from North* Wales, that the feveral counties 

Of Denbigh, Flint, Montgomery, have refolv'd ■ . < 

To abolifh that mean cuftorn (long prevailing) 

Of keeping fervants at their friends expence, 

By raifing of their wages one third moire. 

— Arrived here (at Bath) the Duke de Fronfac, 

The Count de Cpnflans — Earl of Exeter, --*• 

Sir Alexander, and my Lady Powell : — 

Sir William Draper, — General Paterfon, — 

The Colonels Garbut, Wyvill, Deacon, Campbell-. 

The Captains Cornwall,_Donnell, and Conellan — , 

Miftrefs Nott, Miflxefs Greenlow, Miftrefs Bates, — 

The two Mifs Bartleys, Mifs Squires, and Mifs Smith, 

— On Wednefday laft, alas ! with fhame I fpeak it, 

A woman ! young ! and quite genteelly dreft ! 

Went to a Bond-Jlreet milliner's :— enquiring 

For one, by name, who lodg'd in the firft floor, 

But then from home :— They civilly delired 

* 4 She would (it down in the back parlour :" — There 

She waited half an hour, then took her leave, 

Having with art conceal'd — (oh, fhameful art !)* 

* Afmalt 
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of Lexiphanes's hard words, or Thomfon's 
ill-jointed, worfe-founding compounds. 



-N. 



Your fcntiments and mine are, in this 
article, totally confonant and entirely con- 
sentaneous. For in order to maintain the 
dignification of blank verfc* and fupport 
its requifite exaltation over profe, our poets 
have been neceflitated to have recurrence, 
to an inverted collocation of words, retro- 
gradation of accents, an abfcifion of vowels* 
a>detruncation of fyllables, and a diame- 
trical aberration from all the legitimate 



"o* 



A fmall tea canifter — (oh, fie !) of filver, 
And feveral yards of fined: BrufTels lace : 
Which were not mifs'd till fhe had got clear off. 

f From fuch examples let all mortals know, 
What dire effects from negligence may flow ! 
Oh ! . ne'er may milliners (henceforth) prefume 
To leave tea canifters about their backward room ! 
'Tis.this that plagues mankind with theft and ftrife, 
'And robs the guilty world of many a Culprit's life. 

f I beg leave to take notice (by way of commen- 
tary) that my poetical friend (warm'd, I fuppofe, by 
the diftrefs of that laft article, which, I obierve, he 
hath dignified by two or three apoftrophes) was na- 
turally tempted by his fubject to rife above lifelefs 
blank verfe ; and he hath accordingly quite forgot 
the new^-paper, and feared into the Addifonian regions 
of downright rhyme. 

F 5 .\£*&K% 
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modes of fpeech, without the fmallcft re- 
laxation of metrical rigour, repugnant and 
discordant to the genius of our language^ 
and of which there are multifarious ex- 
emplifications in the productions of the 
immortal Milton himfelf*. 

Second Physician. 

Good heavens! what language is this ? 
Why'tis worfcthan I could have imagined, 

Critick. 

hold you fo, but you made light of all 
I faid. Can any thing be done in this ipc- 
lancholy cafe ? Had I not met you by ac- 
cident, I intended calling at your lodgings, 
to confult you on this bufinefs. And in- 

* *Tis worth taking notice of, that mod of the 
hard words in this ipeech are to be found in No. 86 
and 88 of the Rambler, where Lexiphanes treats of 
.Milton *s Verfification, and profefling his defire to be 
generally underftood, ftudioufly declines the dialed* 
of grammarians, and if any where obfeure, begs it 
may be imputed to that voluntary interdict l ion , I 
fhould be glad to know what dialect he writes in, 
or of what art thefe ha/d words are the proper 
terms ! 

The above fpeech, however, is faid to contain his 
*eal fentiments with refpeel to rhyme and blank verfew 

deed 
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deed had done it before now, but the ad- 
venture of the rehcarfing poet drove it out 
of my head, I believe you like hard words 
as little as I do, nay, am told you have 
written againft them*. But you muft be 
fenfible, this inveterate difeafr, or rather 
epidemical madnefs, will not yield to that 
alone. More powerful remedies muft be 
applied, and I (hould be glad to know 
whether Apothecary's Hall furnifhes any 
antidote againft it. The ancients purged 
the brain of madnefs and cholcr, by mean* 
of white Hellebore: then why fhould not 
our modern Efculapiufes poflefs fome fpe* 
cifick to clear the ftomach and inteftinea 
of the filih and trafli of hard words i for 
out of the abundance of the heart the 
mouth fpeaketh. 

Second Physicians 

I know not; but I have a draught in my 
pocket here, I was going to carry to one of 
my mad patients. 'Tis a member of par- 
liament, who loft his wits together with his 

* I remember to have feen a fmall treatife of that 
nature afcribed to Dr. Armftrong, how trufy I cnu- 
fWt fay. 

F6 place* 
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a&ivity of penf. He furveys mc with 
the microfcope of criticifm, but my own 
laurels obumbrate me from its fulmina- 
tiQnsJ. His cowardice is lured to the 
attack, and he miftakes foftnefs, diffi. 
dence, and moderation, for imbecility, 
deje&ion, and decrepitude of intcllcft, 
But my firmnefs and fpirit (hall overpower 
his arrogance, and repel his brutality, I 
fliall convince him I have more fkill in the 
politicks of literature, than ever Vidahad. 
And fincc my long and fatiguing fervice 
of celebrity dazzles not the impertinence 
of his intimacy to a fitter diftance, I muft 
confute him with baculinary ratiocination* 
My cudgel, with rriteraled repercuffions 
of communicated affaults, ihall foon difle- 
minate, by a rapid cventihuion, the brains 
in his pericranium, blood in his pericar- 
dium, marrow in his pcriofteum, and irv- 
tcftines in his peritoneum. 

j- Here is a Quaternion followed by. a Triad, Con- 
sult the Rambler, No. 89, throughout, a moft<££- 
cious morfel of Lexiphaniqk eloquence. 

J; Rambler, No. 156. 

Criticju 
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Critick. 

So, he threatens \^h his cudgel. I 
thought what 'twould come to. Doftor, 
lhall I venture on him ? Will you Hand 
by me ? You fee what a Twinging fellow 
'tis! 

Second Physician. 
Stand by you ! ay, that T will $ and, in 
fuch a caufe, to the very laft drop of my 
blood. Courage, and to him again, 

Critick. 7 

What, Mr, J n, you thought to 

bully us, as you did Mr. Foote ! In your 
cudgel, it feems, confifts all your boafted 
fkill in the politicks of literature. But 
you fhall not knock me down, as if I were 
your bookfeller*. Conlider, my friend* 

wc 

* The ingenious Mr. Foote, it is faid, once in- 
tended to exhibit Lexiphanes on the ftage, in all the 
pomp and folemnity of his pedantry. An exhibi- 
tion, which, in his hands, muft have been highly 
entertaining, and might have been ufeful. But he 
was deterred from it, on being told, that Lexipha- 
nes threatened to appear in perfon, and perform the 
principal part himielf with his cudgel. The tfory 

of 
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wc are two to one ; fo not a word more of 
your cudgel, Sir, as you tender your ears, 
Or value going to deep in a found fkin. 
You may chance to come off with a fevere 
drubbing elfe. 



•N. 



Seeing I muft fuccumb under the vio- 
lence of prejudice, the fury of force, and 
the fuperiority of numbers^ J fhall proteft 
nvyfelf with the mafk of deceit, the grin 
of irony, and the fneer of diffimulation*. 

My very benevolent convivial affociates, 
I fhall not henceforth attempt to darken 
gaiety, or perplex ratiocination by baculi- 
nary argumentation. Praftife not there- 
fore the flare of ftrangenefs, pronounce 
not the monofyllables of coldaefs, but 
with the fmile of condefcenfion, the folem- 
nity of promife, and the gracioufnefs of 

of his knocking down the Bookfeller, who is crown- 
ed with the Jordan, in Pope's Dunciad, is well 
known. No doubt that gentleman regretted his 
Pericranium was not defended by that ufeful imple- 
ment, when attacked by this Lexiphanick manner of 
reafoning. 

* A brace of Triads, which Lexiphanes is fup- 
pofed to fpeak afide. 

"encour- 
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encouragement, attend to the fonorous pe- 
riods of my refpc&ful profeflionj", and 
concede me a more extended, a more de- 
liberate, and a more favourable audience. 

Second Physician. 
By all means. Speak, and fpare not, 
my friend J. n j words are fair, and 
therefore ought to go free. But fifty-cuffs 
and cudgel-work is foul play, efpecially 
'among criticks and gentlerften.— Ti& 
heavenly fport ilaith 1 {a/ide n Critick. * 

Critic k. 
I'm glad you like it. But you'd fooa 
change your note, were you to hear as 
much of it as I have done. 



•N. 



I will not indeed infifton the affirmation, 
that my Ramblers arc devoid of defefts * 
for having condemned myfelf to compofe 
on a ftated day, I might often bring to my 
tafk, an attention diflipated wi th thefhrieks 
and ejulations of children ; a memory 
embarafled with heterogeneous purfuits, 

f Ramb. No. 194. 

. and 
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and incefiant interruptions from, the im- 
portunity of duns, and fedulity of catch- 
poles ; an imagination overwhelmed with 
the fumes of hefternal compotations of con- 
vivial Burton ale $ a mind diftra&ed with 
anxieties in agglomerating expedients to 
obviate the hebdomadal recurrence of the 
radical poftulatcs of my landlady's pecu- 
niary impudence, and a body languishing 
with diftemperature, confequential on the 
reiterated repercuffions of communicated 
pleafures. But whatever fhall be the 
final fentence of mankind, I have labour- 
ed to refine our language to grammatical 
purity, and to clear it from colloquial 
barbarifms, licentious idioms, and irregu- 
lar combinations. Something I have ad- 
ded to the elegance of its eonftqj&ion, 
and fomething to the harmony of its ca- 
dence. And as it has been my principal 
defign to inculcate wifdom or piety, I have 
allotted few papers to the idle fports of 
imagination. Though fome, perhaps, may 
be found, of which the higheft excellence 
is to raife an undiftinguifhed blaze of mer- 
riment* 
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riment, cafy facetioufnefs, and flowing hi^ 
larity * for fcarcely any man is fo ftcadily 
ferious as not to require a relaxation from 
the fternnefs of my philofophy,! and the 
difciplinarian morofenefs of dictatorial in- 
ftru&ion.* 

Therefore, Mr. Critick, I value not the 
inGduous faftiduofity of your reproof, and 
abdomiftal vociferation. And I obfecrate 
you, Mr. Do&or, to concede me leave of 
abfence, for I am, at prcfent, inftigated by 
the ramifications of private friendfhip, to 
pay a biennial matutinal vifitation to my 
convivialaffociate,thefoul-harrowingRich- 
ardfon, the mod emphatical author of Pa- 
mela, Clarifla, and Sir Charles Grandifon, 
whofe confort has for fcveral periodical lu- 
nary circumrotations ccafed to be fluxion- 
ary by which means fhe has loft all her 
powers of fecundity, and to the great in- 
felicity of the defiderating fair one, has 
become totally unarable and unafcenfiblef , 

* Ramb. No. 208, f Literally from Lucian. 

Seconb 
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Second Physician, 
Worfc and worfe ! I find I muft give 
him a larger dofe than I thought on ; and 
it may kill him, for I told you it works 
•with great violence* 

Critick. 
Faith give it him all. Though it fliouid 
kill him, there's no harm done. This 
• fellow, if let alone, willpoifon the fpeech 
of the whole nation, . 

J "'•" ' .' ■' . ■*« i 

1 befeech you, gentlemen, to relax the 
ttiufcles of your difciplinarian morofeheft. 
I perceive that you are invidious of the 
high feat which my gigantick and ftupea- 
duous intelligence, that grafps a fyftern by 
intuition, has obtained on the pinnacles 
of art, and lofty towers of fcrene learning % 
that you are betrayed by paflioa into a 
thoufand ridiculous and mifchicvous afts. 

, of fuppiantation and detra&ion ; that you 
would gladly lure me into drowfy equili- 
brations of undetermined councils j and 

k congealing my intellectual powers in per- 
petual inaftivity, by the fatal influence of 

frigo- 
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frigorifick wifdom, would ticprivc me of 
the ftamp of literary fanftion, which my 
wbrks have received from the diflfemina- 
tion of a rapid fale, and above all, from 
the annual emanation of royal munificence, 
the very mention of which muft drive 
competition into the caverns of envy, anfl 
make difcontent tremble at her own mur- 
murs.* 

* Critick. 

What can the folemn fop mean by the. 
annual emanation of royal munificence? 

Second Physician. 
What ! don't you know he has a pcn^ 
fion f of three hundred a year from the 
privy purfe ? 

Critick* 

* Ramb. No. 190. 9 
f Betides being Lexicographer, Grammarian, 

Poet, Critick, Play-wright, EiYayift and NoveUift, 
all which Lexiphanes is to a very eminent degree, it 
feems he is alto a fort of prophet. At kaft, I can* 
not help thinking, when he wrote his definitions 
of the word Penfion, that he muft have been under 
the influence of a prophetical fpirit, if not the fe T 
cond fight, for which, a witty but unfortunate man, 
has ridiculed the Scotch nation, as being a fuperfti* 
tion peculiar to them, though 'tis, in truth, a very 
aacient and ujUYerfel iuperllition, many traces o£ 

it 
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Critick. 

, Where is the merit that entitles him to 

that rare favour and diftin&ion * ? When 

you fay he is not altogether void of fenfe 

and meaning, though frequently an odd 

fort 

# 

it being found in Homer, and feme even in Shake- 
ipear. In thefirft place, Lexiphanes defines a pen* 
fion to be an allowance given without any equi*vale?:t ; 
andfecondly, the pay of a Jlate-kireling for treafon 
mgainft his country. Now I can hardly think that 
either of thefe definitions ever became entirely 
jlift, till Lexiphanes himfelf became a penfioner. 
For if his merit in authorfhip is the equivalent for 
his allowance, I make bold to fay, that merit, if 
not negative, is at leaf*, "to ufe a word of his own, 
entirely evanefanty and of courie, no equivalent at 
all. In the next place, though it cannot be alleged 
he was ever guilty of treafon againft the conftitution 
Gf his country, yet there are, in his writings, num- 
berlefi treafonable practices againft its ' language, the 
purity of which, next to the prefervation of our con-* 
ititution, our glory abroad and happinefs at home, 
is, methinks, the moft important, and ought to be 
the moil: univerfal concern. 

• t I have heard it whifpered, that the real caufe 
which procured Lexiphanes his penfion, was the con- 
tempt and averfion he is well known to entertain 
for the Scotch nation and their innocent country. 
It feems, the great man at that time was afraid he 
might conjoin his powers of altercation and detraftation^ 
to two very witty and ingenious men, who, through 
caprice or faction, were then abufing a people very 
grofsly, whom, 'tis faid, they were far from diilik- 
tng in their hearts. But this anecdote is, methinks, 
extremely improbable ; for I can never imagine that 

a mini- 
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fort of one, and always more oddly ex- 
preJTed, you Jiave faid all you can with 
juftice fay in his behalf. 

Second Physician. 
Why, he tells you himfclf, his works 
have been dijfeminated by a rapid/ale, and 
bis gigantic k and Jiupenduous intelligence has 
obtained a feat on the finnacie of arts and 
lofty towers offerene learning. 

Cm tick. 
Three hundred a year ! Sdeath, 'tis im- 
poflible. It muft be a lie, by all that's 
good, and I won't believe it. 

a minifter, who relying, it may be j>refumed, on 
the rectitude of his meafures, and confeious upright- 
ness of his heart, fo nobly, I will not lay politically, 
neglected fuch men as Wilkes and Churchill, would 
ever ftoop to purchafe the filence only of a Lexiphanes 
at fo high a price : for I have not heard he hath ever 
employed J bis powers ofcelebration in tbecaufeofbispatron y 
at leaft I do not remember to have feen his very re- 
markable cloven foot in the party wranglings of that 
period. Be this, however, as it will, it implies, at 
any rate, a very fevere iatyr againft the tafte of the 
publick, which, 'twas fuppofed, could be influenced 
uy any thing faid on either fide of the queftion, by 
that heavy affected pedant, who has not the leaft no- 
tion of eloquence, poirefTes not the fmalleft talents 
for wit, humour, or ridicule, but when he makes an 
attempt that way, as do him juftice, is but feldom^ 
appears as clumiy and awkward as a dancing bear. 

SjBCOND 
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Second Physician. 
So ! not fatisficd with giving me the lie 
downright, you fwear to it. Look ye, 
friend, 'tis nothing to me whether you be- 
lieve it or no. But I tell you once more* 
he has a penfion of three hundred a year 
fettled on him for life ; and I am not a 
perfon that like to have my word called in 
queftion, when I affirm any thjjng in fo 
ferious a manner., v 

C a r t i c k. % 
Dear Sir, I afk you ten thoufand par- 
dons. But let us have no quarrel about 
that. No, let us rather join in lamenting 
the melancholy condition tafte and writ- 
ing are reduced to in our native country. 

FalTn to the ground, they can no lower fall. 

'Tis really amazing our great men i . .... 
Yet, perhaps, I wrong them, they might 
give him this by way of hu(h* money, to 
hinder his writing any more. — That can't 
be true neither; he writes on, aod what 
is worfe, they imitate him,-*~Tafte, genius, 
eloquence, even language are now loft 

among 
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among us without recovery ; we (hall foon 
relapfe into that ignorance and barbarity 
into whiclrthe whole world was funk dur- 
ing the dark ages. 

Second' Physician. 

Do not defpair ; in a virtuous attempt, 
every means ought to be tried. Could we 
only cleanfe this Augean ftable, whence 
all that filth and trafh has been fpread 
abroad ; could we drain this muddy ditch 
whence all thofe torrents of hard words 
and terms of art have been poured out 
among the people, it might do fome good. 
Were the fountain-head once dry, the 
ftream would fail of courfe. 

C R I T I C K. 

Ay, as you fay, every thing ought to 
be tried, and no time is to be loft.— Look 

ye here, Mr. J n, we are very ferious, 

you muft take this draught, indeed you 
muft. It will do you good fervice, more 
than you're aware of. Drink, Sir, and 
quickly too ; if you do not, we will gagg 
you, and pour it down your throat by 
force. 

G J N. 
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You perfift with a moft pertinacious ob- 
ftinacy, and the fury of your menaces de- 
bilitates my force, relaxes me with numb- 
nefs, and congeals my refolution with the 
frigorifick powers of villatick bafhfulnefs* 
fo that I begin to queftion the veracity of 
fame, and almoft (lumber in the fhades 
of neutrality*. But I am afraid the bibu- 
lation of this antidotal mixture will ruinate 
me, and that if I ejeft all my refplendency 
of didtion, dazzling fcintillations of con- 
ceit, regular and unbroken concatenations 
of allegory, perturbations of images, figu- 
rative diftortions of phrafe, fofc lapfes of 
calm mellifluencef, accumulations of pre- 
paratory knowledge, fudden irradiations 
of intelligence, and powers of celebration 
in the caufeof my patron; I am afraid, I 
fay, that the annual emanation of royal 
munificence would become torpid, frozen 
and congealed, and no longer continue to 

* Rarab, No, 1 59, f Rarab. No, 1 5 2, 

flow 
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flow with its accuftomcd accelerated velo- 
city in its prefent eleemofinary channel. 

Second Physician, 

He begins to comply ; 'tis only the fear 
of his penfion that makes him hefitate, and 
faith, between you and me*, there's fome 
reafon for it ; had he written like a Swift 
or Addifon, no-body would have minded 
him ; we have now got another tafte, we 
love thofe who elevate and furprizr, like 
Bays. I think we had better .fpeak him 
fair, and flatter him a little.— -Do, my dear 
J n, take our advice, drink this mix- 
ture, 

* In the firfl Edition of this worjc, I had ufed the 
phrafe between yau and I y which tho* it muft be con- 
tended to be ungrammatical, is yet aimoft universal- 
ly ufed in familiar converiation, and fornerimes by 
our beft comick writers : fee Wycherley's Plain 
Dealer. This very- trivial flip, if it be one, has 
not efcaped the diligence and fa.^acity of the learn- 
ed and candid Reviewers, One of our worthy labour- 
ers in that periodical drudgery, has declared, this 
phrafe, and a few others, which are only improper 
in his crazy imagination, to be more offeniive to a 
judicious reader, than all the hard words I had at- 
tempted to expofe.^ See Critical Review. His fel- 
low drudge in the Monthly has ufed me with fhJl. 
lefc ceremony : " The author of the Rambler, \tf% 
" he, is cenfured for writing ill by a peifon who 
G 2 "cannot 



\ 



24 LEXIPHANES. 

ture, get rid of that confounded abfurdity 
of hard words, and learn to talk and write 
like other people. All the world allows 
you a man of fenfe and learning 5 and 
here's your friend, a mighty admirer of the 
found philofophy and deep obfervation 
concealed in your Ramblers, would give 
almoft any thing to fee them tranflated in- 
to good old Englifh. 



V cannot write at all." To prove which, he in> 
irances this unlucky, between ycu and I, old Veteran^ 
I cannot for my heart. Such are Reviewers, and fuch 
are their learned labours. They concur in cenfur- 
ing me for my coarfe illiberal humour and treatment 
of the moft refpe&able Dr. Johnfon and others. I 
have obferved in my Sale of Authors, and I repeat 
the obfervation, that our Reviewers, like Sir Roger 
de Coverly, who would fufFer no body to deep at 
church but himfelf, will not fuffer an adventurer at 
the pen to be reprehended, though ever fo juftly, by 
any but themfelves. Abufe and Billingfgate is their 
province, the very food they live on. The only 
piece of humour that can with the leaft fliew of rea- 
ibn be called coarfe in this work, is the exhibition 
of the Emetic to Lexiphanes, and its confequences. 
Not to mention that this was neceflary, being taken 
from Lucian, it furely is nothing near fo indelicate 
as the {landing and favourite witticifm of the Re- 
viewers, the ufe which they enjoin all pamphlets to 
beputfo, which happen to be written on foft aod/ 
pliable paper# *'/. 
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Conflrained by neceflity, inftigated by 
the ramifications of your private fricndfhip, 
and overcome by the importunity of your 
folicitations, I declare myfelf obfequious to 
your councils, and behold I tubulate.——* 
Good God, what's this ? What a fortuitous 
collifion, what an inverted retrogradation, 
what an enormous combuftion, what an er- 
ratic grumbling pervades the total invo- 
luted feries of my inteftinal canal ! I have 
afluredly fVallowed a fpeaking devil, or 
got a vcntriloquift in my abdominal re- 
gions* Boax, Boax, Boax*. 

* Vid. Luclan. The reader may reft aflliredj that 
after the fecond phyilcian becomes concerned in fhe 
dialogue, moil, if not all, the hard words andLex:- 

phanicifms, put into Mr. f n's mouth, are really 

to be found in the Rambler, though the references 
are neither fo numerous noF fo exact as they might 
have been* owing to a caule already mentioned. 
Should any doubt my word, they may be convinced 
with iotac trouble, and add a thornlm-d more to the 
flock, if they pleale. 

From this time forward, I^exlphanes is a mute 

, ^crfon in the dialogue; and I am periuaded every 
man of talc, and well-wiiher to the language of his 
country, joins me in the hope that he may ever con- 

; tinue to* 

K G 3 Second 
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Second Physician. 

Well done* rcy friend J n, ftrain 

hard, and you'll do the bufinefs. Come 
throw up pewers, that villanous word 
powers, a word never ufed by any good 
writer, but now applied by our modern 
fribbles to every poffible thing, to every 
thipg relating to men or beaft, or to things 
inanimate. We hear of nothing but power s 
of ridicule*, merit al power s } intelkStaalpowers ^ 

patron 

* This exprefliOH, as well as mental powers, is to 
be found in the Dialogues of the Dead; though not 
in thofe written by fhe noble author. But then theyr 
are in a manner fanclioned by his great authority, 
as well as by that of the honourable perfon, (Mr. 
Y — ke) whoufes them ; nor are the three dialogues 
referred to at all unworthy of the plaee they have 
obtained. Notwkhftanding which, I make nofcru- 
ple to condemn thefe two phrafes as quaint and Lex- 
iphanick. Befides, the word powers, in the ienfe in 
which I difapprove it, is ufed even by my Lord Lyt- 
telton himielf. Certain I am, if ufed at all, it has 
been ufed very fparingly in that fenfe, by any of our 
old writers. Yet I mufl own, the greatnefsof thofe 
modern authorities a little daggers me, and makes 
me fufpect I may have contracted an unreasonable^ 
difguft at it, from its having been hackt about in the 
manner it has, by our moft affected authors, fuch as .-?; 

J n and A de. No man of fafhion is iioufr 5 

to be feen with a filver watch or buckles ; for this 
reafon only, the meaneft of the vulgar, who can afr « 
ford the price, have got them, and they are univer- ^ 

ially 
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patron powers of literature, powers of dolo- 
rous declamation. Inftead of faying, as* 
pedple did formerly, fuch a one is a perfon 
of talents, parts, or abilities, the word now 
is, he has great powers, and thofe powers 
are, according to the wares he deals iru 
cither theatrical, comical, tragical, poetical, 
or paradoxical. The modern Rofcius can- 
not ftep upon the ftage, but in the next 
news -papers, our ears are ftunned with the 
amazing theatrical powers of our inimitable 

fally deemed a piece of low finery. .For the fame rea- 
fori, methinks, every polite writer ought to be cair- 
tious how he ufos a word or phrafe, equivocal or 
doubtful at bed, and which has already been fo much 
debafed by the common herd of icribblers. 

I mud likewife take notice in this place, that I 
do not pretend to reject or expunge, out of the En£- . 
lifh language, any, far lefs all thofo words, which, 
to preierve the humour of the Dialogue, I have 
cauled Lexiphancs to throw up. Such a thought 
would be highly ridiculous ; for experience and the 
practice of the beft writers have (hewn us that there 
is no word, not even the hard^ft in all his Dictionary 
or Ramblers, but what may ta proper, nay the pro- 
pereft at, certain times, and in fbme circumitancss. 
Proper words in their proper places, is the definition 
of a good ityle .given by Swift. '1 herefore it is not 
..'the words themfelves, but their affected u(e, and 
, tiip^aded phrafes that I 'find fault with. But how 
to attain the one, and to avoid the other, is not to 
be learftetSfrom a grammar or dictionary ; but by 
keeping good company and ftudying good authors. 
G 4 Garrickj 
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Garrick ; nor M y exhibit a new piece, 

^(another of their cant words, feldom pro- 
per, but in the mouth of a puppet- mian, 
which, however, they are fure to exhibit on 
every ordinary occafion) whether it be a 
De/art Ifland or the Way to win him, but 
we have a difcuflion in the next Review ona 
his comick or tragick powers, juft as it hap- 
pens to be written in blank verfe or blank- 
er profe. In the next place, get up, gaze, 
I befeech you, imp, prime, forms, honours, 
great words with the mad poet ; then take 
the lead a vile phrafe, taken from the Card 
.or Billiard table. Lore, lore muft come 
away next, a word of mighty requeft in 
Prologues and Epilogues to new plays; if 
the author has not been at fchool, the au. 
dience are defired to excufe his faults and 
pity his ignorance of ancient Lore ; but if 
he has dozed a few years at the univerfity, 
then are they bullied with his tranfeendent 
ikill in Greek and Roman Lore. In the 
Lift place, get up gripe, growl, rouze, throbs, 
whine, words all of them Englifh, tou 

Jpoiled, Mr. J n, by your affeftedj^f 

of them. So, To. Well done. ^Htg^'M 

■> J A % - 4 
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again, my friend, put your fingers in your 
throat, I befcech you, my dear Sir, bring 
me up all your hard cant words, of two 
and three, and if you can, of four fylhible^ 



•n. 



Boax, Boax, Boax. 

Second Physjctan. 

Well dqne i'faith ; here comes devoid^ 
delate, relpetejuccumb^dijcufs, torpor >f rigor > 
vernal) diurnal, paucity r , inanity y vicinity, ce- 
lebrity \ hilarity, and a thoufand others. So 
fo, his ftomach at leaft feems to be pretty 
clear now. 

Critick. 
I afk your pardon, Doftor, there are 
fome words yet, I infift on't, are not to be 
left behind. He rnuft bring up repugnant 
and abhorrent. 

Second Physician, 
Good God, what do you mean \ What 
are you doing ! Why man, all thefe words 
are in the ■ •» < and — — — 

Crittck. 
f ( WKat's that to me? If they are there, I 
)W no bufmefs they have to be there, at 
G 5 leaft 
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i lead on every occafion. They fhall come 
tip, by Heavens, were they even in the 
thirty-nine articles. 

Second Physician. 
Nay, you'll da as you pleafe. But take 
notice, I walh my hands on't. ** 

Critick. 

Here, get me a feather, that I may tickle 

his throat with it's irritating powers, and 

refufcitate the convulfive motion of his eptgaf- 

trial regions. So, here they come, at laft, 

bat one fhould think he wrote the 

himfelf he had fuch an abhorrency at part- 
ing with repugnant^ and fo great a repug- 
nancy to part with abhorrent. — But as yet, 
I have fcen none of his verba fefquipedalia, 
none of his words a foot and a half long, 
thofe I mean which end in ation, ility, ality, 
utity*icitude> ctitude, and fo forth. Be- 
fides, he has brought up none of his Triads 
nor Quaternions ; none of his quaint af- 
fefted phrafes, fuch as the Jilent celerity of 
time, the fuperficial glitter of vanity, and a 
thoufand more of the fame fort. Should 
we leave thefe behind, he will be little the 

better 
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better for all the pains we have taken. 
Pray, Do&or, how da you account for 
that ? 

Second Physician. 

* The moft probable conje&urfc I can 
form, is what follows. Thefe words and 
phrafes, by their extreme ponderoftty^ muft 
have funk fo far down into his abdominal 
regions, as to get below the valve of the Colon, 
and muft now be entangled in the involu- 
tions &nd'rug<e of his inteftinal canals in fuch' 
a manner, that 

Critick, 

Ha ! ha ! ha ! *What are you turning a 
Lexiphanes-ljjjp upon my hands ? Come, 
Do&or, let us have no more of your me- 
dical terms and folemnity. They may do 
very well, and even be proper and necef- 
fary in a treatife on anatomy, or at a con- , 
fultation of grave phyficians : but here, 
between ourfelves only, and on fuch an 
occafion as this, 'tis no better than down- 
right Lexipbanicifm, what both of us fo 
heartily defpife. 

G 6 Second"^ 
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Second Physician. 
I a(k pardon, I had forgot myfelf a little 
Why, thefe words and phrafes by their 
great weight have funk fo low down, that 
they muft now lie beyond the reach of a 
romrt. ** * 

Critick. 
Then we mud give him a purge ; or if 
you have ever a clyfter about you, I fhall 
ftand apothecary myfelf, though he fliould 
even ferve me as Gil Bias did his. 

Second Physicta*. 
No, no, we muft not dabble any more 
with him at prefent. That would infallibly 
put an end to him. Do yojfaiot fee, to 
fpeak in his own way, that Belabours un- 
der great imbecility, that he is in a ftate of 
debilitating exfudation, that he is relaxed with 
numbnefsy and a frigorifick torpor encroaches 
en bis veins ? There is a maniftft approxi- 
mation towards the dijfolutidn of his frame of 
mortality > and whoever beholds him now, 
can entertain no forgetfulnefs of the fragility 
*f human life. All thefe fymptoms. * 

With 
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With mortal Crifis do portend, 
H : s days~ to appropinque an end*. 
To be ferious, we muft not Jet honed Lex- 
iphanes die of the iDo&or* if we can help it* 

Critick. .** 

Rot the felltw, were I fure this villanou* 
infe&ion he has brought in among us would 
expire with him, I would difpatch him out 
of hand. * But you'll do as you pleafe. 

Second Physician. 

Well, I am told there is to be a fale of 
Authors and Criticks very foon; next week, 
I believe, at Langford's. I fhall be glad 
to fee both you and Lexiphanes there* 
Perhaps vou will be put up to fale your- 
felves^The time of auftion will be ad- 
vertifed in the news-papers. If, however, 
you think our friend's cafe fo defperate, 
that it will not be fafe to wait fo long, yoti 
may bring him to me to-morrow morning, 
and I fhall then order what may be proper 
.for him. In the mean time, I leave you. 

* Two lines in Hudibras, who is painted by* die 
inimitable Butler, as a great Lexiphanes. 

CO 
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who make a foreign or a dead language 
their ftudy, are much better judges of its 
•words and their arrangement, than of its 
grammatical niceties, or, if you will, pu- 
rity. That Patavinity objefled toLivy, by 
his cotemjpbraries, we can now difcover nx> 
traces of; but we hold him* one of the 
chief claflicks on the fcore of his excellent 
words and compofition. Agreeable to this, 
and as I obferved before* the main excel- 
lence of a ftyle confifts in the choice of the_ 
words ; the next in their order or arrange- 
ment ; and what ought to be confidered in 
the laft place, is the grammatical conftruc- 
tion, for none but a Pedant will be offend- 
ed with a trivial flip of that fort, wnlefs it 
be attended with obfcurity. 

How it has happened I know not, but 
this order is now quite reverfed. You es- 
pecially are faultlefs with refpeft to gram- 
mar, even fo to a degree of pedantry j you 
have not omitted a fingle who, that^ what} 
or which. The placing of your words, may 
perhaps have fome merit •, but then the 
words thcmfelves are execrable, and when 
they cannot be altogether condemned, 

your 
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your phrafes are, if pofllble, more abomi- 
nable dill. Nothing is fo familiar with 
you as the eye of vanity, the hand of * avarice t 
with a thoufand more of that fort. You 
have made a god, at leaft a perfon, of every 
vice and virtue, of every paflion and af- 
*-**tion : a figure of fpeech never, but 

ringly and on very folemn occafions, 
wied by good writers ; whereas you bring 
It in, at every turn; a moft eminent proof 
of the utter corruption and barbarity of 
your tafte. 

Would you chufe to forget all this fop- 
pery and abfurd iluflf? Would you wifh ta 
acquire fome reputation as a fcholar and * 
writer among men of judgment? It is my 
advice to you, lay down an obftinate rcfo- 
lution to read nothing modern, nothing 
that has been written fince theacceffion of 
the prtfcnt family, unlefs by thofe authors 
who had formed their tafte in the foregoing 
reign. Such were Pope, Swift, Atterbury, 
Bolingbroke, and a few more, to whom 
1 will venture to add, notwithftanding the 
high contempt you hold them in, Buck- 
ingham and Lanfdowne. This contempt, 

efpecially 
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cfpecially of Buckingham, which moft of 
your brother Pedarfts * have joined in, I 
can account for nootherwife, than by the 
ftrong antipathy of bad to good ; for none 
have written purer Englifh, ahd in a po- 

* Mr. Warton, author of.the E£ay oa the Geni- 
us and Writings of Pope* is the perfon alluded tq^ 
in this paflage. He teems, indeed, to have coti^F 
traded a particular antipathy againft Sheffield, the 
laft duke of Buckingham who had the misfortune to 
be an author. He falls foul of him oh every occa- 
fion, and tells us, there if no Jiamp of Genius on hi* 
writiHgSy with other quaint fluff of that fort. It is 

He likewife, who adopts Mr. J n's opinion of 

Walfh, and feems fo mightily pleafed with his calling 
that gentleman's writings Pages of Inanity , that he 
puts INANITY in capitals. It muft be remember- 
ed, that Walfh was. accounted by Dryden, a good 
judge if ever there was one, the bell Critick of his 
age ; and it was He who in a great meafure formed ^ 
Pope, for which he celebrates him as the Mule's 
Judge and Friend, and for which his memory ought 
to be revered by every lover of Englifh Poetry, 
Surely one fhould have thought that a reputation, 
which Dryden and Pope, animated both by friend- 
ftiip and gratitude, had exerted all the charms of 
their poetry to raife, had been fixed on a lading 
foundation. But behold the inftability of human 
things ! It is overthrown all at once, by the great 
Lexiphanes, that invincible Drawcanfir ; and only • 
by one of his hard word3 ! 

At the fame time, and on the fame occafion too, 
if I miilake not, this Mr. W? re >n calls his friend 
Lexiphanes the.Excellent Rambler. 

Qui Bavium non odit > &c* 

liter 
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liter ftyle, whether vcrfc or profe, than that 
illuftrious nobleman. Not that! would 
abfolutely condemn all authors fince that 
period ; fome I know have undoubted merit, 
and, had they not proftitu ted their admirable 
talents to write for bQokfellers> might have 
been models of perfe&ion*, But as none 
-♦of them are, Tm afraid, altogether pure, 
it would be better for a perfon in your ex- 
treme ticklilh fituation of health wholly 
to abftain from them. 

* I muft own that the writer of a late hiftory it 
alluded to in this paflage. And when we confider 
it, rather as the project of another than the favourite 
choice or theme of its author, that he was writing 
not for reputation only, but alfo from another mo- 
tive, and moreover that he was limited in the time 
of it's execution ; we cannot but ftand amazed at 
thofe abilities which in fo fhort a time, eleven month* 
it is faid, and under fo many difadvantanges, could 
produce a work, of that weight and importance, 
with fo many beauties and fo few imperfections, not 
only an honour to it's author, but to the people 
whofe tranfadtions it records. What a reproach is 
it to the times it was writ in, that fo noble a genius 
mould either lie under the neceflity, or even find it 
convenient to write with any other view than reputa- 
tion alone. It cannot, however, be denied, that there 
is fomething too ftiining now and then, both in his. 
words and diction ; but with this eflential difference ; 
what is the fruit of art, labour and defign in the pe- 
dantick old fchool-boy, proceeds from inadvertence - 
and want of leifure to correct in fp> lively and fpirited 
a writer as Doctor Smoliet.. 

Tbi& 
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This being laid down as a preliminary, 
indeed, a neceffary ftep; you ought to be- 
take yourfelf, without delay, to a careful 
and attentive peftifalof the belt old writers. 
I would have you begin with the poets, 
taking care, however, ta read them under 
the eorre&ion of a judicious matter, other- 
wife you will be apt to make an odd incon-r* 
fiftent jumble of poetick and profaick 
^words, as I am ftnfible you have already 
done. Were I to compare things fo wholly 
different, Ifhould liken your Ramblers ta 
nothing fb much as to the pleafures of Im* 
agination, and Young's Night Thought*, 
both of them equally obfcure, affe&ed; and 
foil of hard words. However, when read 
with due precaution, nothing can inftrudfc 
a man fo well as good poetry, in the true 
fpirit of the Englifh tongue, and the force 
and energy of it's particular words, of all 
which you have hitherto been entirely ig- 
norant. 

.After you* have continued a proper time 
in this courfe, I would advife you to be- 
take yotirfelf in the next place, to the 
(ludy of our beft writers in profe, our di- 
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vines, philofophers-and hiftorians, fuch as 
Sprat, Tillotfon, Clarendon, Temple, and' 
Burnet of the Charter-houfe. Obferve well 
their words and phrafes, and all the dif- 
ferent circumftances in which they ufe 
them. Take notice of the peculiarities 
of their conftru&ion, and do not reject 
them, though they Ihould fcem to be not 
wholly within the rules of grammar. 
Though I am fenfible that herein I differ 
from fome writers, for whofe authority I 
have the higheft veneration, yet I cannot 
helg thinking a living language ftands in 
fmall need either of a grammar or dicti- 
onary. The-cxiftence of either is plainly 
impofiible before people have begun both 
to fpeak well and write well. While they 
continue to do fo, they are neediefs ; and 
after a bad tafte is once introduced, they 
will rather do hurt than fervice, at leaft, 
if we are to judge from your writings. 
The Syntax and choice of words are beft 
to be learned from good authors and po- 
lite company. 

But if you would fee the Englifh lan- 
guage in itt full perfection, whether with 

refgeft 
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refpeft to purity, elegance, compofition* 
or choice of words j would you fee a com- 
pleat variety of ftyle, whether on grave or 
ludicrous fubjetfs,. read the works of Dr # 
Swift; indeed, never lay them afide, let 
them never be out of your hand, but 
make them your conftant ftudy day and 
night. 

And now being well purged, and^in 
time, I hope, properly inflruded, to ufe 
the expreflion of an admirable author, 
whofe works, with equal pride and fop^ 
pery, you have heretofore called pagfs of 
inanity j if after fo much truly undeferved 
fuccefs you are difpofed 

To launch forth agen, 
Among th' adventrous rovers of the pen, 

lay afide, I befeechyou, that cavilling hu- 
mour, that fupercilious vanity which leads 
you to pafs your affe&ed cenfures on men 
of worth, infinitely fuperior to your own. 
Thinking, I fuppofe* that as much as you 
detradt from them, you add to yourfelf*. 

Above 

' * This dhpofition is very natural to a Lexiphanes, 
andalmofl infeparable from his character. The 

lame 
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Above all thing*, facrifice to the graces 
andperfpicuity, both of which you have 
hitherto neglefted, efpeqially the former. 
When you fit down to write any thing, 

digeft 

feme turn of mind which leads him to differ fo much 
from the common and ordinary way of exprefEon, 
whether in fpeech or writing, leads him to look 
down upon and defpife the reft of mankind from 
that airy throne which he has reared for himfelf in 
his own fantaftick imagination. There can fcarcely 
be conceived a more ielf-conceited fop than the an- 
.thof of the Pleafures : at leaft, as he has drawn his 
own picture in that rhapfody. The haughty over- 
bearing temper of that perfon, who fo well deferves 
the name I have given hiiB, is univerfally known. 
A moft eminent proof of it is his contemptuous treat- 
ment of the late Mr. Churchill, a man, with all his 
feults, of undoubted genius, and who, as a writer, 
had much more merit, and hath fhewn an infinitely 
better tafte than the pedant who fo arrogantly affect- 
ed to. defpife him. Had he not been fnatched away 
by an untimely fate, and had he been more difficult 
and correct, and learned to polifh and blot, me- 
ttiinks he was able to give perfections to rhyme it 
has hitherto been thought unfufceptiWe of, and 
which Dryden himfelf has not attained to. 1 mean 
that of runing the lines into one another witji eale 
and gracefulnefs, and giving it all the variety an<{ 
fwelling periods of profe. 
„ Perhaps Mr. Churchill wad fufficiently avenged 

6f Mr. J n, for all the contempt He exprefled 

for him, whether real or pretended, by the fingle 
nickname oiPompofo ; a nickname fitting him fo ex- 
actly, that I had once thoughts of publifhing this 
Dialogue under that title, as it would be more ge- 
nerally 
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digeft it well in your mind, and lay down 
a regular plan of it before you begin. Let 
•your ftyle be plain and fimple, fuited to 
your fubjeft, and to the capacity of thofe 
for whofe perufal it is intended. But above 
all things, avoid the rock you have form- 
erly fplit on, I mean, hard, long tailed 
words, and terms of art. Give none of 
them admittance into your future writ- 
ings, unlefs only in fuch cafes, for poffibly 
iiich may happen, where the avoiding 
them would appear, from the natural po- 
verty of our language, greater affe&ation 
than the ufe of them. 

I (hall conclude what I have to fay to 
you on this head, by enforcing my own 
opinion with the authority of two of the 
greateft wits that ever were in the world, 
the one of modern, the other of ancient 
times j I mean Lucian and Swift. It gives 
me concern I am obliged to mention to 
you Dr. Swift's definition of ftyle, which 

nerally undcrftood, and is more familiar to our ears, 
However, Lexipbanes is bjr far rnore pointed and di- 
rect, for it literally figriifies Word-Jbincr^ or one who 
always ufes, and is mighty fond of, what my Lord 
LjrttcltonwOlddcaH, ljbiningaffc8ed diftion. 

is, 
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is, proper words in their proper places, the 
concifeft, and, at the fame time, the full- 
eft that ever was given of fo complex a 
theme. I leave it to your warmeft admir- 
ers, and to yourfelf, when fober, to de- 
termine in what fubjeft you can find proper 
places for your hard words, terms of art, 
and abfurd phrafes. Surely no one will find 
them' proper in weekly Eflays. on popular 
fubjedts. I beg leave to recommend to 
your moft careful perufal, that great au- 
thor's Letter to a young gentleman on his 
entering into Holy Orders, which, if any 
thing can, will cure you and thofe numbers 
affli&ed with the fame diftemper of their 
prefent madnefs. The next is the admir- 
able Luciafi, who gives an advice, which, 
though applied by him to hiftorians only, is 
equally applicable to all other fubje&s, and 
holds equally juft in every language, 'Tis 
a general, an univerfal rule, againft which 
no exception can be imagined, andj 
indeed, ought to be written in letters of 
gold on tt\e moft confpicuous place, in 
every library and repofitory of learning. 
It isthis, ufefucb words only asfoallbe well 
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approved of by the learned, and eafily undei - 
ftood by the vulgar. 

Should you again chcrifh an ambition to 
inftrudt and amufe the publick with peri- 
odical Eflays, or to tranflate into good plain 
Englifh, fome of thofe few Ramblers 
whofe matter may render it worth the 
trouble ; in the firft place, make yourfelf 
matter, by repeated readings, of the ftyle 
and manner of the Tatlers, Speftators and 
Guardians, the only perfedt models of fuch 
way of writing, perhaps, in the world. 
But before you venture it to the prefs, read 
your Eflay to fome old woman, were it 
your landlady or ~bed-maker, and if fhe 
does not underftand every word of it, con- . 
elude there is certainly fomething wrong, 
and never ceafe altering it till fhe does*. 

Should 

* Dr. Swift ftrongly recommends this method in 
the letter quoted above, and enforces it by the ex- 
ample of the famous and virtuous Lord Falkland, in 
the time of Charles the Firft, whofe conftant practice^ 
he tells us, it was, " whenever he doubted whether 
a word were perfectly intelligible or no, to con- 
fult one of his Lady's Chambermaids (not the 
Waiting-woman, becaufe it was poffible {he might 
be converfant in romances) and by her judgment 
wa* guided, whether to receive or to rejeft it. And 

if 
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Should you undertake a work of greater 
importance or of longer breath, after 'tis 
compleated, let it lie by you for fome time, 
at leaft, till the felf-applaufe naturally at- 
tending 

if that great perfon," continues the Dean, " thought 
iiich a caution neceflary m treatifes offered to the 
Learned World, it will be fure as proper in fermons, 
where the meaneft hearer is fuppofed to be concerned, 
and where, very often, a Lady's Chambermaid may 
be allowed to equal half the congregation, both. as 
to quality and under {landing,' ' The opinion of this 
great mailer, with refpect to fermons, it is evident 
may be applied with equal force and juftice to week- 
ly Eflays, intended for the amufement of tea-tables, 
and inftru&ion of the youth of both fexcr. It is 
with fincere pleafure I own that the JForldwrxd Con- 
noijfeurfeem to be altogether faultlels in this point. 
'But Mr. Hawkefworth, a very ingenious man, ap- 

Eears to have fpoiled his Adventurers almoft in tire ly, 
y a fond and foolifli imitation of this Pedant, whom 
he equals in every thing where the other mod excels, 
and is far his fuperior in fancy and invention. His 
words indeed are not fo execrable, but his phiafeo- 
logy is very little better, and he deals aim )\\ as deep 
in Triads and Quaternions. I had not the .1 J venturer 
by me, when compofing the Rbapfod\\ nekher did 
it occur to me, otnervvue it muft have appeared at 
the bottom of the page, for I find it would have fur- 
niflied me with many delicious mot f els of l.ex'pbanick . 
eloquence. 

The inimitable Moliere too, an authority the 
greateft that can be alledged, conftantly followed, 
as we learn from Boileau, the practice of Lord Falk- 
land, recommended by Swift. It is a well known 
jftory of him that he never ventured any of his pieces 
H 2 on 
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tending the heat of compofition be wholly 
abated. Then take it up, read it over in 
a cool moment, refining, correcting, and 
polifhing to the utmoft of your power. But 
do not truft to your own judgment alone. 
Confult fome friend, whofe candour and 
honefty you can rely on. But let it be one 
who laughs at your prefent manner of 
writing, as heartily as I do. You cannot 

oil the ftage, till he had firit confulted his old House- 
keeper, to whom he ufedto read his comedy, as (he 
was lining at the fire-fide in the evening, at work, 
with her ipecracles on : and he always nfed to judge 
of the reception his play would meet with from the 
audience, by the impreilion it had made on the old 
woman, and he feldom, if ever, found himfelf mif- 
, taken. It would be well if our modern play-wrights, 
thoi'e belonging to the Inns of Court in particular, 
would take the opinion of their bed-makers and 
Lumdreffes, before they carried their pieces to the 
managers or a&ors, for of the two I take the former to 
be infinitely the better judges : and I fhould enter- 
tain much more fanguine hopes from a dramatick 
performance, at which a laundrefs, on hearing it 
read, had either laught or wept, provided, however, 
fix had not laught at the fuflian of a tragedy, or 
cried at the dullnefs of a comedy, than from another 
over which fhe had fallen afleep ; though the latter 
were to be fet off with all our inimitable GarricPs 
managerial arts, theatrical powers and judicious caft of 
parts, cant phrafes in vogue at prefent: nay, even 
though it were to be ufhered in by a moft excellent 
prologue, and difmifled with a flfll more excellent 
epilogue, both written by that gentleman. 

depend 
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depend on the opinion of your former ad- 
mirers, or of the great men who gave yoij 
the penfion. Thofe who could praife or 
reward you for what you have hitherto 
done, are, aflfure yourfelf, very incapable 
judges^ 

And now when you have fet the lad hand 
to your work, publifli it boldly. If you 
fhould not chufe to run any rifque your- 
felf, or be at the trouble to folicit a fub- 
fcription, put it up to auftion among thofc 
who d.cal in buying and felling books, and 
difpofe of it to the higheft bidder, not in 
the leaft regarding any character one of 
thqfe tradefmen may have over another* 
for his owa fgperior judgment, or the 
goodn^fs ofhist wares, A work of real and 
tranfeendent prcerit v/ili make its way into 
the world, though expofed to fale on the 
jneaneft flail in Moorfields. 

But the laft, though not the leaft im- 
tant advice I fhall give you, is this. Have 
no manner of dealing or concern wich book- 
fellers, except what I have juft now hinted 
at. Never confult them, or take their 
directions about any fubj.e£l you are to write 
H 3 on * 
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HT^HE foregoing advice, tho* addreffed 
JL to Lexiphanes only, and in a man- 
ner applied to one in his particular fituation* 
is intended for all who may write for the 
future, and may, without any vanity Ifpeak 
it, if ftri&ly followed, be eminently ufeful 
to them all. It is, indeed, little more, the 
change of circumftances allowed for, than 
a literal tranfeript from Lucian. And there 
is nothing in it, but what may be fairly 
deduced from him, unlefs it be thofe paf«* 
fages concerning Bookfellers, who are cer** 
tainly a very different fort of gentry at pre- 
fent, from what they were in his time t 
owing to one of thofe changes which the 
art of printing has introduced into the 
Hate of Letters, and which (this in par- 
ticular) is by no means advantageous to 
them. Lucian, were he now live, would 
have been, I am convinced, of the fame 
opinion, and would have concurred in the 
fame advice. 

In 
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In fhort, I have fcarce deviated in any 
one article from Lucian's plan, or made 
any additions to it, except in the Epifode' 
of theory? Phyftcian or the mad rehearfwg 
Poet, as I call him. I thought fomething 
of this fort abfolutely necefTary for com- 
pleating mydefign, and I wanted to give 
my opinion, in the prefent difpute, about 
blank verfe and rhyme. A very great 
Philofopher and Hiftorian (Mr. Hume) 
exprefsly fays, that in all nations and lan- 
guages, Poetry has attained to its perfec- 
tion before Profe ; and, as far as 1 am able 
to judge, he is juftified in thefe fentiments 
by experience itfelf. For the fame reafon,. 
whatever that may be, when we perceive 
the Poetry of a nation to decline, we may 
affuredly expe<5t to fee, very foon, a like 
degeneracy in their Profe. Blank Verfe 
differing fo little by its meafurefrom Profe, 
naturally leads to a fwollen turgid expref- 
fion, and a fet of rtypercriticks among us, 
ignorant of the general turn and bent of 
our language, and vainly fetting up Mil- 
tonand Shakefpear, as modelsof imitation, 
who certainly fpoke~a different dialeft from 
H 5 what 
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what' we do rlow-a-days, and in all their 
truly valuable pafifages, are entirely unique 
and inimitable, have recommended this 
Blank Verfe, not only as the beft meafure 
for Tragedy, where the example and fuo 
cefs of our moft approved Dramatick 
writers, tho' 1 cannot altogether condemn 
the rhyming plays of Dryden and Lee, 
have rendered it preferable, but alfo for 
the fublimeft and moft ornamented epick* 
dida&ick anddefcriptive Poetry, foi* which 
it is altogether unfit, unlefs when under 
the management of a Milton or Shake- 
fpear. Thus ha^ it become fafhionable, 
and hence the fwollen, turgid expreffion 
already mentioned, and fo natural and pe- 
culiar to it, and of confequence, the vile 
affe&ed Lexiphanick ftyle in'Profe of Mr, 

J n, .and his followers and imitators. 

The conduft of the Dialogue fhews, that 
the circumftance of the Pleafures of Ima- 
gination, being the production of a Phyfi- 
cian, is the reafon why that is pitched upon 
as the object of criticifm in particular, 
whilft other performances of the fame na- 
ture, might have been met with equally 

repre- 
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repreheafiblc. But though not one tittle 
of the cenfure paft upon it, ought to be 
abated; yet, I think, a great deal may 
be faid in excufe of the author, which at 
the time I did not attend to. 'Tis certain, 
from the time of its firft appearance, ic 
muft have been a juvenile performance, 
and the manner of it, as well as Philofo- 
phy inculcated in it, I believe, were all 
the vogue at the place where it was firft 
written, both of which are very dazzling 
in the eyes of a young gentleman of a luxu- 
riant imagination, before he has correited 
his tafte from foberer and more approved 
models. Befides, from the Rbapfody, as 
far as is intelligible to me, he feems to 
be a man of virtuje and benevolence,, a 
friend to the natural rights and liberties of 
mankind, and a perfon of an enlarged and 
liberal turn of thought, qualities infinitely" 
moreeftimable than the happieft poetical 
1 talents in the world without them. Per- 
haps, the ftrange and unaccountable fuc- 
cefs it has met with, may be one reafon 
why his name ft ill appears -before it, 
H 6 though 
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though now of great eminence in a learned 
and ufeful profeflion. 

Having here an opportunity, I fhall juft 
barely recapitulate what, after, fo long an 
interval of time* I can recollect of the 
chief heads of my intended Preface, I mean 
the caufes of the prcfent decline of taftc 
and good writing among us. The firft is 
that univerfal law of nature, to which all 
human things appear to be fubjefted; 
namely, a flow rife and progreflion from 
a weak and infirm ftate, to that degree of 
maturity and perfe&ion their nature is 
capable of, and thence a gradual decline, 
and total diflblution atlaft. The illuftrious 
author, juft now quoted, has handled this 
curious fubjeft in his Effays, with all that 
accuracy andprecifion peculiar to himfelf 5 
and to him I refer the reader. My Lord 
Lyttelton has, I think, barely alluded to 
this caufe, but Dodlor Swift has exprefsly 
taken it for granted. For he tells us, in 
his letter to the Lord Treafurer Oxford, 
that " the Englifo tongue was not arrived 
" to fuch a degree of perfedlion as to make 
« us apprehend any thoughts of its decay ." 

But 
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But I am afraid, that he was herein great- 
ly miftaken. Setting afide Shakefpear 
and Milton, Poets/#/ generis, of a ftrain 
peculiar to themfelves, it feemed even then 
paft a queftion, that the poetical ftyle had 
been carried to its utmoft perfe&ion by 
Butler, in the burjefque w^ ; and by 
Dryden and Pope in the grave and ferious, 
of all whom we may truly fay, with 
Horace, 

Nil oritunim alias, nil ortum tale fatentes. 

And that Swift himfelf, and his cotempo- 
raries, had likewife brought our Prpfe to 
the higheft pitch of excellence it ever, will 
attain to, this is a manifeft proof* he lived 
to fee it's decline, he lived to fee, not to 
mention numberlefs otherproofs. Gordon's 
ridiculous and affedted tranflation of Taci- 
tus, encouraged and fubferibed to by all 
our prime nobility and great m#n. 

The next caufe which may not only have 
haftened the decay, but alfo prevented the 
due growth and full maturity of tafte and 
Letters among us, has been the peculiar 

temper 
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temper and fituation of our princes ; for 
nothing is more true than this proverb : 

Regis ad exemplum totus componitdr orbis. 

Of all our monarchs that have reigned 
fince our tongue has become in any fort 
poliflied arid refined, none appear to have 
had the fmalleft pretenfions to tafte, except 
the two Charles's. The unhappy exit of 
the firft, and the violent troubles and con- 
vulfions in which he was involved, during 
the greateft part of his reign, account too 
fufficiently wTiy Letters did not flolirifh 
more under him, and why he did not more 
encourage them. The fec'ond was every .; 
way more fortunate ; bating his loite of # ^| 
ribaldry and licentiottfnefs, then fo preva- '»* 
lent in the nation, and attended with fuch j* 
bad confequences, he undoubtedly poffef- 
fed a found judgment and difcernment 
both in Iftyle and literary produftions. 
Even his fhort and extempre fpeeches to 
his parliament, have a ftrength- and ele- 
gance, and dignity unknown to compo- 
fitions of that kind in our days. But then 
he was entirely void of true generofity and 

* liberality, 
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liberality, and feewis only to have had a 
filly fort of good-nature which could not 
refift the importunity of the many craving 
miftreffes and hungry courtiers about him. 
Though no prince in his political capacity* 
not even Auguftus himfelf, was ever more 
obliged to Virgil and Horace^an Charles 
was to Butler and Dryden, yet he had the 
bafe ingratitude to fufFer them, though 
both men of virtue and blamelefs charac- 
ters in private life, the one to languifh in 
poverty and obfcurity, and, the other to 
do what is as bad, to write for his bread. 
' I have fometimes amufed myfelf with 
imagining what a fortunate circumffcnce 
^ would have proved for Letters, had our 
prefent fovercign appeared on the Britilh 
ftage, juft a century before he did. The 
declared liberality and protection of the 
monarch, would have infpired that manly 
wit and genius fo peculiar to thofe ^times, 
and made them foar&to heights that now 
perhaps *ve Rave no conceptions of, whilft 
his virtuous example and avowed regard 
for rpodefty and decency, would have 

tempered 
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* 

tempered their licentioufnefs, the only, 
at leaft eflential failing, they had. 

But, however, though Charles afforded 
no other encouragement to men of wit and 
genius, than his countenance, the notice 
he took of them, or the private approba- 
tion he b^|g>wed on them, yet even that 
was attended with good effe&s, and pro- 
duced very happy confequences. For if 
it did not create, at leaft, it encreafed an 
ambition in the nobles and great men, not 
only to patronize and encourage Letters 
more effe&ually than the fovereign did, 
but alfo to honour and adorn them by their 4 
praftice and example. Nor did this im* 
pulfe, if I TO^fo call it, received from hin^ 
finally determine with him. . It continued 
with th$ utmoft force and energy till the 
end of the queen's life. And, in faft, that 
whole conftellation of wits which fo nobly 
diftinguifhed and adorned the female reign, 
were all, without exception, formed' after 
the example, and even by the precepts of 
thofe that had figured in Charles's days. 
Such was Swift by Sir William Temple, 

Pope 
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Pope by Walfh and Wycherley,; Boling- 
broke, A tterbury, Steele, Addifon, Con*» 
greve, Prior, &c. 

But now a race of foreign princes fuc- 
ceeded to the throne, who having no mo- 
dels of polite literature in their own na-> 
tive tongue, could not be fuppofed to en- 
courage what they had no conception of, 
in another which they did not underftand. 
But tfeist was of little confequeace ia itfelfs 
fycittten frayic^ nesw enjoyed moifethaa 
tb^countenaoce of the fovsreig*** had b«n 
Jong befoft: deprived eve» <?f that, eve* 
fince the myolucioji $ for WiUiani, though 
a great; man, and a friend to liberty, bs* 
fides underftandiQg our language but imr 
perfe&ly, was a$ great a Vandvl in tafte as 
the reft of his countrymen. Rut the fatal 
blow* was givfcn by the violence of the 
Whig.fa&ion, which became then predo-> 
minant ; and forgetful of the lenity where- 
with themfelves had been treated, and not 
contented with fhutting up every avenue 
to preferment, whether in church or ftate, 
againft their adverfaries, attainted, profcrib- 
*d, bahifhed, and deftroyed them alias 

far 
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far aslay in their power ; and amongft them 
happened to be, not only far the greateft 
fhare of the wit, genius, and learning, 
then in the nation, but alfo the mod mu- 
nificent patrdns, encouragers andrewarders 
of them. And this blow was farther con- 
firmed, and I may fay altogether rivetted 
by the long and abfolute government of 
alble minifter, which foon after fucceeded* 
A minifter, who knew no method of go- 
vernment but corruption, noartofperfua- 
Con but proffering the dirty bribe, and 
could lay hold on na one paffion or affe&ion 
of the human breaft, but avarice alone, 
the moll fordid of them all. It was no 
wonder that this man's admin iftration, 
equally contemptible and inglorious, both 
at home and abroad, fhould rouze up 
againft him all the wit and genius, which 
he and his fad ion had left in the nation. 
And it was an unavoidable confequence> 
that He, who had no tafte himfelf, as plain- 
ly appeared from the choice of his literary 
champions and defenders, fo profufely paid* 
out of the publick Treafury, fhould be an 
irreconcileable enemy, and .do all in his 

s power 



POSTSCRIPT- 160 

power to deftroy That, which he knew 
was his mortal foe, and which a&ually 
wrought his down-fall as a minifter at laft. 

Befides, the long and inglorious continu- 
ance of this man in power, was attended by 
another very pernicious effeft. So violent 
were the difputes and contentions raifed 
about him, and on his account, that the 
whole attention of the publick was diverted 
from every other objedt, and turned into 
one channel, into that of politicks and party 
wrangling and altercation, producing only 
temporary pieces, which as foon as their 
turn was ferved, were thrown afide like fo 
many almanacks or news -papers, and con- 
taining only materials for inflaming the 
paflions, without any of that rational a- 
mufement and inftru&ion, which every 
man who takes a book, with an intention 
to perufe ir, has a right to expeft from it. 

At laft, thofe party heats and animofi- 
ties having in a great meafure fubfided, 
more from wearinefs and the want of pro- 
per objefts to wreak themfelves on, than 
from fatiety or any other better caufe 5 and 
all the great men who had flourifhed 
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in the queen's reign, being either dead, 
attainted, retired, or forgotten; and during 
the ignominious interval that followed, no 
capital work having been executed which 
anight ferve as a model of imitation ; or 
great, original and natural genius arifen, 
whofe authority might fix the attention and 
direft the judgment of the publickj it is 
not to be •wondered %x y i£ in tbefe Qireum- 
ftan<#$ fomething happened to us, fimilar 
to that which befel the Romans, when 
their licentious republick had degenerated 
into amoft defpotick tyranny, and ail tfceir 
party difputes and diftinftions had been 
annihilated under the domination of their 
emperors : I mean, that a parcel of Skitters* 
and Lexfpbanefesy and ?arqdw-imngers+ 
ihould arife>> and feiziag ap alrnoft esopty 
ft^ge, by their vapouring; apd hu fifing,, and 
that petulance and impudence, fo very na- 
tural to them, and by exhibiting fomething 
to the pubJick, that appeared novel and 
brilliant^ in fhort, fomething that had not 
been feen before, Ihould acquire a repu- 
tation, which, however ill grounded at 

firft, 
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ftrft, may now be very difficult to deftroy* 

Hence the fame of an A de, of a J n* 

and many others, whom I fhall not, ac 
prefent, mention. And hence the modern 
reputation of a Young, who forgetting 
his better and charter manner by which he 
haddiftinguilhedhimfelf, even when Steele 
and Addifon, Swift and Pope, were in the 
vigour of their faculties, became, in his 
dotage, a perfedt Lexiphanes, and fuc-' 
ceeded fo well in that way, that he is no 
longer known by his Unherfal Pafiion, but 
by his Night Thoughts ; at leaft his works 
are general advertifed under that title, 

I have infifted the longer on this fecond 
caufe of the declenfion of letters among 
us, as it feems peculiar to ourfelves. I 
proceed now to the third and laft caufe> 
which is however become univerfal. And 
that is the change which the art of printing 
. has introduced into the ftate of letters, and 
which, as managed at prefent, not only 
prevents their improvement, but alfo their 
continuance in purity and fimplicity, and 
even haftens and brings on their degene- 

racy^ 
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racy. It has, indeed, been of the moft 
eminent ufefulnefs, by multiplying and 
difperfmg all the ancients which had 
efcaped the ravages of time and barbarous 
nations, as well as all thofe moderns who 
truly deferve the name of Claflicks in any 
language, in fuch a maimer, that their 
lofsfeems now to be impoflible, and that 
they can only be deftroyed by the laft pangs 
and dying convulfions of nature. But the 
change which it has brought about in the 
trade of Bookfelling, and alfo its having 
made Authorfhip itfelf a fort of trade, 
have been attended, efpecially in this free 
and commercial country, with inconveni- 
encies, balancing, in a great meafure, 
thofe mighty advantages. Certainly, be- 
fore the invention of printing, Bookfelling 
was a very honourable arid ufeful profef- 
fion ; and at that time, and long after- 
wards, it became (till more fo. Book* 
fellers and Printers, who feem then to 
have been one and the fame perfons, were, 
in faft, the great reftorers of learning, and 
•the moft learned men in the world them- 
/elves j for the belt editions we have now 

of 
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of t)ie Claflicks, and many other works, 
were publifhed, not only at their expence* 
but under their care and revifal. But tho- 
this profeflion may be fomewh^t degene- 
rated from what it originally was, and few 
who are now engaged in it may be fuch 
learned men and fuch capable judges of 
literary productions, as many were at the 
firft invention of printing; yetBookfellers 
are dill equally ufeful, indeed as honoura- 
ble as any other merchants whatever, efpe- 
cially thofe who follow that* occupation 
only, and remain contented within their 
former limits, or even where they proceed 
one ftep farther, and purchafe, at a price 
agreed on, the right of a copy from any 
gentleman who {hall offer it for fale to , 
them. But when once they commence, 
not authors, but book-makers and manu- 
fadturers, literary fproje&ors and under- 
takers, and for that pui^pofe hire labourers 
and journeymen to work under them, who 
are, indeed, very improperly ft ilcd authors, 
it is then that they bccoipe highly pernU 
cious, and even entirely deftrudtiye of all 
good tafte and learning, 

la 



l68 POSTSCRIPT. 

In the firft place, the yearly, monthly* 
weekly, nay, daily lumber and tralh which 
they are continually difperfing, in immenfe 
loads among the people, under the titles of 
Journals, Magazines, Mufeums, Mifcella* 
nies, Records, &c. every one of which, ac- 
cording to them, contains more in quantity 
than another, and are all compofed by 
authors of the firft eminence ; together 
with thofe innumerable hiftories and com- 
pilations of all forts, retailed every Satur- 
day night In iixpenny portions, and that 
infinite variiiy-fcf Di&ionaries and Ency- 
clopedias of Arts and Sciences, by which 
they fritter learning to tatters, and afford 
but an empty fuperficial fmattering at beftj 
I fay, all thefe produftions, which are pro- 
jected and fupported, and even it may be 
/aid, created by Bookfeilers> are attended 
with this very bad confequence : that moft 
readers, feduced by curiofity, the perpe- 
tual puffing of News-papers, and a filly 
notion that the laft writers on any fobjeft 
muft be the beft, their minds being clog- 
ged and vitiated with this garbage, not 
only lofe all relifh of the old approved 

writers, 
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writers, in which alone are to be found 
the true and fclid principles of learning 
and fcience, but alfo loath and reje£t them 
juft as a green-ficknefs girl, when gorged 
with chalk and trafh, naufeates the niceft 
dainties fet before her at a regular meal. 
And in the fame proportion, that the older 
writers are negle&ed, modern original 
compofition i<s difcoura'ged. For in the 
days of our anceftors, every young writer 
who ventured a new performance abroad 
into the world, which feemed to promife 
any thing, was always fure of, at leaft, 
one fair and impartial hearing from the 
public i and if he merited the attention 
he claimed, he met with his reward j if 
not, the worft punifhment he had to dread, 
was being negledted and forgotten. But 
We, their Sons, are grown much wifer, as 
well as infinitely more cautious : the great- 
eft number now-a-days, will not fo much 
as caft their eyes on a new production, 
chiefs, it may be, a Romance or a Novel 
manufactured for a circulating library, till 
• they have confulted their monthly oracles,, 
a Magazine, a Mufeum, or a Review, and 
I have 
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have fecn what judgment is paft upon it 
by that Labourer whofe talk it happens to 
be, or who has that particular branch of 
the manufa&ory, under which it falls, al- 
lotted to him by his matter and employer* 
the bookmaker. Further, from thecha-? 
rafters of thofe who make up this peri- 
odical ftufF ; for what man of any abilities, 
whether natural or "acquired, will eves 
ftpop lb low, unlefs compelled by "mere 
neceflity, when the confeioufnefs of that, 
and of the_ unworthy manner wherein 
he proftitutes his talents, will probably 
render him a worfe performer than the 
heavieft drudge ? and likewife, from the 
manner in which it is made up, always 
againft a ftated day,, which renders impof- 
iible the obfervance of Horace's rule, not 
even in nonam diem, feldom in nonam horam % 
no alteration, no erazement, no rejefting, 
no waiting for the lucky mordent, but 
away it muft come, generally as wet from 
the brain as from the prefs* from all 
which. circumftances, I affirm, it is impof- 
fible that thofe periodical publications c*a 
be other than crude infipid traib, or elfe, 

. ' what 
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what is worfe, vile affe&eci Lexiphanick 
Fuftian which diffufe and eftablifh a bad 
taftc wherever their circulation extends, 
and that may be called univerfal. 
• In the next place, by thofe arts and 
pra&ices, ib long continued and fo often 
repeated, the very name of author is be- 
come a term of ridicule and contempt. I 
doubt not but this very circum (lance alone 
may have deterred many perfons of rank 
and fortunefrom appearing in that charac* . 
ter i together, perhaps, with their appre- 
henfionsof the petulant ill-manner'd cen- 
fures of our monthly Criticks. And here I 
cannot pafs by thefe gentlemen, without 
fpending a word or two on their praftices. 
They. would fain pafs upon us as literary 
Doftors and Phyficians, as difcoverers of 
all defects and imperfe&ions in works of 
learning^genius and wit. I (hall neither 
difpute their pretenfipns, nor queflion 
their (kill in their calling. But methinks 
it is fufficient mortification and even pu- 
nishment for a poor man, who fondly con- 
ceits the compofition he has jutt put to the 
prefs will be univerfally read and admirer 1 , 
I 2 and 
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and excite the attention of all the wife and 
learned, to find it, when it comes abroad, 
lie uncalled for, and altogether negle&ed 
in his bookfeller's warehoufe. The natu- 
ral death of all dull and unfuccefsful au- 
thors, is to dofe away, infenfible, in a 
lethargy. And this ufed to be their fate 
till that happy period, when bookfellers 
became book- makers, projeftors, and ma- 
"hufadturers of literary Journals andReviews* 
But what fliould we fay of a Phyfician, 
who, after having paft fcntcnce of death 
on a patient, and feeing him fall into a 
lethargy, a mortal fymptom, and the na- 
tural confequence of his malady, fhould 
br at great pains to awake him out of it, 
'only to ftretch him on the rack, and make 
hkn er.^irr in torture and agony; and then 
brnp;, as an inftance of his profound (kill 
in prognofiicks, that no- body whom 
he had thus tortured ever furvived it! 
Pofliblv we might not be able to contro- 

j o 

verj that '{kill, but we fhould. affuredly 
think him barbaroufly and wantonly cruel, 
Jr.fl fo is the general pracliceof our mo- 
tkrn Criticks. But to return ; that back- 

wardneii 
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wardriefs which men of independent cir- 
cumftances difcover to appear as writers, 
is of worfe confequence to Letters than 
may be imagined. For whatever tfur 
Lexiphanefes and profefled authors may 
fay to the contrary, I cannot help being 
of opinion, that the acknowledged fuperi* 
ority of the ancients over us moderns, is 
lefs owing to the fuperiority of the lan- 
guages they wrote in, than to that of 
their external circumftances ; for they 
were, almoft without exception, all of 
them men of diftinguifhed quality, for- 
tune and confideration ,in the ftate, inti- 
mately converfant, and deeply engaged in 
the mod important publick concerns. 

But I am infenfibly got into a fubjeft, 
and amopg a fet of company, Bookfellers> 
or rather Book-makers and their Labour- 
ers, very improper for the grave and fe- 
rious air which this diflertation has hither. 
'to aflumed ; therefore I (hall willingly take 
my leave of them at prefent ; for befides 
purfuing the plan of this Dialogue fome- 
what further, I have already handled them, 
in a fitter and perhaps a more agreeable 
I 3 manner, 
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'manner, in another Dialogue, entitled, 
The Sale of Authors* the hint of which, I 
reed not inform the learned reader, is 
taken from Lucian's Auflion of the Lives 
of the PhilcfopherS) and which I may ptib- 
lifh alfo, fhould this attempt meet with a 
favourable reception from the publick.* 

And now having had occafion to mention 
the name of this illuflrrious ancient once 
more, I cannot but obferve on the peculiar 
felicity that attended tjhe Greek, the lan- 
guage he wrote in, which continued from 
his days upwards to thofe of Homer, and 
we know not how long before, a period of 
at leaft a thoufand years, in a ftate of the 
utmoft purity. And I cannot, for my 
heart, conceive there is any extravagance 
in hoping that our own Tongue may be 
equally happy for as long a time', ar leaft, 
as long as our ifknd fhall remain, or oar 
government fubfift in its prefent form. In 
fhort, none of thofe carafe^ which operated 
£0 powerfully on the Corruption of the 
Roman Tongue, and at laft wrought the 
deftru&ion both of that and the Greek, 
feem at all to threaten us. We have now 

*3tc$ale$f Authors, lately publiflied. 

a Prince 



POSTSCRIPT, 175 

a Prince on the throne, who is a Briton 
born, and who glories in the name, and 
we have the faireft profped of an uninter- 
rupted fucceflion of fuch Princes. Our 
government feems to be fixed on fo fecure 
a bafis, and fo equally balanced, that we 
have no reafon to fear its degenerating 
either into Tyranny or Anarchy ; and our 
fituation as an iQand, together with our 
almoft invincible power at fea, mod effec- 
tually fecures us from conquefts or inva- 
fions, or even hurtful intermixtures with 
foreign and barbarous nations. So that it 
fhouldfeem we have nothing to apprehend 
for our language, but from our own levity 
and wantonnefs, our ridiculous fondnefs 
for vain and fantaftick ornaments, and a 
falfe brilliancy of ftyle. It was this which 
had crept into the Greek in Lucian's time ; 
which begun the corruption of the Ro- 
man Tongue, and which now threatens 
to corrupt our own. But feeing that in 
glory and renown, and almoft in extent 
of dominion, we rival the Greeks and the 
Romans , and excel, them far in the wifdbtn 
of our laws, and in the conftitutioa of our 

govern* 
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government, methinks it ftiould be the 
conftant ambition, and it would be a laud- 
able one,* of our princes and great men, 
and all thofe whofe fuperior talents and 
fituation in life enable them to guide and 
direft thetaftex>f the publick, to manage 
it fo that we might continue to rival them 
alio in Letters and in Arts, which we can 
never expert to do, but by preferving our 
language pure and uncorrupted. 

I (hould now take my leave of Doftor 

J n (a title which it feems has been 

lately conferred upon him in the News- 
papers, and is, indeed, a very good name, 
either to travel with or advertife by) j but 
fomeofmy friends have infifted uponjt 
in a very peremptory manner, that after 
fo much gravity and folemftity as is dis- 
played in this Poftfcript, and in the Advice 
or rather Sermon addrefledto all authors in 
the perfon of Lexiphanes, I (hould adopt 
the prafticeof a certain judicious Critick 
and Manager, whofe invariable rule it hat 
been, after having exerted ail his porters 
in the exhibition of any of thofe deep dijlre/s-* 
fttl l dramatic pieces which he has fo charity 

ably 
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ably midwifed into the world, to difrnifs 
his audience in good humour at laft, and 
to banifh all the thoughts of hanging, 
drowning, or (hooting, which fo many in 
this country are apt to entertain without 
any provocation at all, by a mod witty and 
facetious Epilogue of his own compofing* 
They have likewife enforced this advice, 
by an authority, the greateft to me in the 
world, I mean by the example of my own 
hero, Dr. J— n himfelf, who frequently 
qualifies thtftirnnejs of bis Pbilofopby, and 
the difcipliuarian morofenefs of his dittatorial 
inftruttion with the irrefiftable charm of eafy 
facet ioufnefs and flowing hilarity. 

In fhort, they have made it a point with 
Kme, that after fo much formal gravity, I 
fbould exhibit all my powers to kindle upjucb 
an undijlinguijbable blaze of merriment, and 
raifefucb an untitttermittedflreamcfjccularity^ 
as to convulfe a large company of readers with 
unrwjal laughter, and make them diflurb 
whole neighbourhoods with the vociferations 
of their ap[h:ufe. 

But 
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But alas ! I pofiefs no fuch powers of 
merriment and hilarity i nay, I am really 
afraid, that the following Letter, which 
fell accidentally into my hands, and which 
I have infcrtcd at their requeft, tho' againft 
my own judgment, will produce effefts 
quite contrary to what they are pleafed to 
pcpeft from itwAt leaflj eta fcfely fay, it 
had fuch upon myfelf : for, as there is no 
reafon to call in quefton the genuinenefs 
and authenticity of it, nothing, 1 think, 
can raife the indignation of any man who 
has the leaft fpark of good-nature and hu- 
manity in his bofom, fo much as to find 
that a worthy and ingenious foreigner, who 
has lately come to refide among us, and 
who has done us the honour to ftudy our 
language, in the fame manner as the moft 
learned men in all ages have ftudied the 
Greek and Latin, fhould have been fo 
barbaroufly and inhofpitably treated by us; 
and that for no other reafon, but belaufe 

he has unluckily miftaken Doftor J n's 

real aim and intention in. compiling his 
Dictionary, and has thought he was learn- 
ing from thence the real and fimple mean- 
ing 
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ing of our molt ^ommon Words and 
Terms, whilft the Dodlor was only dif< 
playing his oyn great wit and ingenuity; 
his difinterefted patriotifm, and fincere 
love for his country. 

1 lhall make no farther remarks, though 
thefe is an ample field for them 5 but leave 
the unfortunate gentleman to ftate his own 
cafe, and to fpeak for himfelf. 

The letter above-mentioned was direc- 
ted to a Gentleman of great eminence in 
the Law, whofe name I am not at liberty 
to nj veal. It is as follows^ verbatim et 
literatim. 

Monsieur, 

ME be one 'Francheman dat rcprefente 
my ^grievance to you vor de advife. 
My occupation be to drefle and to frize de 
Hairsofde Ladies and defentilmansj and 
out of de pure affeftion vor de bon peuple 
of Englande, and vor deir grand improve- 
ment, and dat dey make de better appear- 
ance, me leave my cher e patrie, and come 
over here. And me ave at de grand de- 
penfe made one purchafe of de Dt&ionaire 

of 
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of dc Do&eurS — 1 J-^r-nj vor apprendre 
morefacilement, and parle more juftement 
and proprcment dc Englifh Tongue. But 
datvilain Di&ionaire ave lede me into ver 
grand nriftake, and ave gote me kicke 
cufFe, beate, and my teet drive down my 
troate $ and now me vant to know yedcr 
me can ave de a&ion of de law vor my 

domage againft dis Dofteur J n. 

Ave de patience, Monfieur, and me vi 11 
telle you all my misfortune. Ven me ar- 
rive a Dover, me ave dans ma goche one 
piece of de fine Bruffel Lace, as a prefant 
vor Ruffle, or oder tings, for my ver 
goo4 friend Madame la Duchefle of — — . 
But no fooner me fet foote on fhore, but 
de grand vilain come, and he do fearche me* 
and he take from me my Lac£. , I a(ke 
him, Foutre, vat Diable be you, and vor * 
vat you robe m#? He telle me, he be one 
Officer of de Excife, and he do no more 
dan his duty. Den 1 fay, Foutre, dis be 
de hateful Taxe levied upon de Commo- . 
dite, and you be de Vretche hire by <$ofe 
to vom Excife be paye. Den he enter in 
a grand solere, and he ftrike me, and; 

breake 
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breake my hcade, Jamie. I tella him, All 
dat be in de Didlionaire of de Dofteur 

J h*; but he damn Me, and de Doc- 

teur J n bot. 

Ver well, dus Mofe my Lace, and avc 
my heade broke ; and now I go vor Lon- 
dres in de Diligence, and de ver next 
day go to Monfieur -S A Y, and defire 
Him to put in de Gazetteer, as one Ar- 
ticle of Nouvelles ; Dat laft nighte arrive 
from Parie, Monfieur Du-gard de Bel- 
letete, to dreffe and to frize de Hairs of 
all his ver good friends de Noblefle of 
England?, dat he ave his habitation at de 
Gridiron, in Broad St. Giles's, and dat he 
willvaitonde Ladies and Jentlemans at 
deir own houfe. But Monfieur SAY 
tella me, ver civillement dat he muft ave 
de Money from me, vor dat de Govern- 
ment charge to hime, and make him paye. 
Den I tella him> I fee it be ver true vat 

* Excise, A hateful tax levied upon Commodi- 
ties, and adjudged not by the common judges of 
property, but wretches hired by thofe to whom 
^xcife is paid. Johnson's Dictionary. 

K <# Do&eur 
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Dofteur J n fay of you f , Dat yoa 

be one Bougre of the utmoft Infamie» 
and dat you be one Wetce hire to j-iiflifie 
de Cour. Monfieur SAT demande of 
ine, vor vat I affronte him in his own 
houfe ?' Den I draw my forde vor my 
propre defence, but Monfieur S A Y take 
eny forde from me Begar, and break it 
over my bead5, : and den he and his Diahle 
kicke me down ftaire Jarnie. 

After dis^ to refrefbe and recruite mjr 
fpirit,, I go to one Beer-houfe, and do calle 
vor one coup ef Liqueur, and do enter 
into converfation vit one Jentlemandat was 
fuming his pipe at de firefide, and dis Jen- 
tleman ave buc one eye, one lege* and one 
arme. And de grand conteftation and de 
ver higJi^orde arife about de gloire of de 
grand Monarche,, and of de Franehe na^ 
tion and de Jentlerhan demande of me V| 
Vat I be ? I tella him,. I be one Marquis 
©f France, and one Chevalier of de order 
of St. Louis \ and den demande of hime, 

f Gazetteer. It was lately a term of the ut~ 
Baoft infamy being nfually applied to wretches that 
were lured to vindicate the Couru / Ibid. 

_Vat 
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Vat be you ? and he tella me, Dat he be 
one Lieutenant of one man of Var, dat he 
lofeone eye at Cape Breton, one arme in 
de combat vit Monfieur ConflanSj and one 
lege at Martinique, and dat he live at j:re- 
fenton his half- pay, and dat he ave, be- 
fide, one fmall penfion of Tirty Livre Ber- 
lin a year. Den I fay to him; Jan Foutre> 
1 be my own Maitre, but you be one fhve 
hire to obey your Maitre j Do<fleur J — n 

. tella me fo*, and that you be one Trait re 
to your country Begar. De Jentleman fay 
noting, but vit his flump* knocke me 
down, and drive tree of my teet down 

*my troate. 

Ver well, all dis ver well. I lie one monc 
in my bede, and when I be recovere, 1 fee 
one morning one avertifiementvorde Con- 
fumers of Oats, to meet togeder at de Sun- 
Tavern,, Cheapfide, to- coafuke on deir 
fpecial afiaire. I confuit de grand Difti- 
onaire of dis Do&eur J r\ % and I fee 

* Pension. An allowance made to anyone with- 
out an equivalent. In England it is generally un- 
derstood to mean pay given to a Rate hireling for 

treafon to his country. y&K*ioN£*. A ilave of 

Hate hired by a ftipend to obey his Mailer* IbkL 
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dat Oats be dje food of de horfe in Eng- 
lande, but of de peuple~in Scotlande*. 
Le Diable, fay I to myfclf, do de Englifh 
horfc and de Scottifhmans meet and drink^ 
togeder, in dis country ! Begar I will go 
fee dis Mervielle. Veil, I go to de Caberet 
at de hour, and fee ver few Scottifhmans, 
and ver many Englifhmans, but not one 
Horfe nor. one Mare* I vait long time, 
and at lift I fay to fome, dat I tough t vere 
Englifhmans, by deir broad face and deir 
great belly : Vat Jentlemeps be all your 
Horfe ficke A or take phyficke, dat you come 
here in deir place 3 and be de reprefentativc 
of de Horfe ? But dey tinke Id© affronfc 
dem, and dey d — n my eyes, and kicke 
me, and cuffe me, and bruile me fo } dat 
1 be took up for deade, and do keep my 
bede ever fince. 

But, Monfieur my Apoticaire tella me, 

dat dis Do&eur J n, be himfelf, tea 

time one greater flaye to his Maitre, and 
ten timeone greater Traitre to his country 
dan de Lieutenant of -de fhip of Var vit 

* Oat*. A grain which, m. England, is gene- 
rally given to hones* t>ut in Scotland fupports the 
people* Ibid. 

one 
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one eye, one arme, and one lege ; vor dat 
he ave got one penfion of Tree Hundred 
Livre fterlin a year, vor de vriting of de 
nonfenfe and de grand ftuffe ; vereas de 
poor Lieutenant daj lofe one half of him- 
felfe, inde fervice of his country, ave got 
but Tirty. Derefore, Monfieur, mon Cher 
Ami, I befeecha you to file one bille in 

Chancery againft dis faid Dodteur S 1 

J n, vor dat He, vit his vilajm Difti- 

onaire, vilfully and vit malice propenfe, 
ave cheate, deceive, and abufe me fo, dat 
I ave got my heade and forde broke, my 
teet knocke down my troate, and myfelf 
*o kicke, cuffe, and bruife, dat I keep my 
bede,and avelofeall my time and bus'neflc* 
and dat you will oblige him, de faid Doc- 

tcur S — 1 J n, to make compenfation 

Sufficient to me, vor all my domage, out 
of de pay give to hime, as hireling of de 
ftate vor treafon to his country, and to de- 
mande my pardon in de publique papier* 
and likevife to make de neceflaire change 
in his Di&ionaire. 

I ave de Honeur to de, 

Fit all RefpeSl poffibfa 
Monfieur > Tour very bumble Serviteur, * 
Dugard de Belletetc*_ 



